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Gin neuer Alliierter. 
Von Pajtor G. Fr. Schiive. 

Man fann die Entwicklung der Wiffenfcaft der Bibelfriti£é und 
wiagogit in den Legten 150 Sabhren al8 eine fortgejekte Krieg sfibrung 
gegen die Brbel und ifren Charafter alS qottlich injpiriertes Bud be- 
zeidjnen. Dieje Tendeng tritt ja ganz deutlid) darin 3u Tage, dafh eine 
ganz neue Wijjenjdhaft auftreten fonnte, die fich vergleicende Religt- 
onsiwifjenjdajt nennt, und welche die OffenbarungSsreligion der Het- 
igen Schrift betrachtet und behandelt, wie jedes andere Meliqions- 
fyftent, ohne den fundamentalen Unterf{dhied ing Muge gu faijen, der 
Die Religion der Bibel von allen andern Svyftemen trennt, den WMne 
jpruc) namlic, die bon Gott jelbjt auSqegangene Ojfenbarung jeines 
Wefens und Willens gu jein. 

Fiir das Gebiet des Neuen Teftaments ijt diefe @invertcantyer 
— denn al8 etivas anderes fonnen wir diefe Erjdeinung faum bezeich- 
nen; oder Hochiten$ als die Streide eines mutwilligen Nnaben, der 
feine wadhjende Kraft betatigen mup, und wenn es nicht anders ijt in 
mutwilliger Beritdrungsfuct — alfo fiir das Neue Tejtament, fage 
id), ijt dDiefe Erfcheinung, die thre thpifde Vertretung mn der Titbinger 
Sule eines D. %. Strauf; hatte, ja glictlich ubermunden. C8 gab 
eine Zeit, und ‘ie liegt noch gar nicht fo weit binter uns, wo man 
mannbafte Vertreter deS alten Bibelglaubens, wie Hengjtenberg, mit 
cinem mitleidigen UWehfelgucten abtun fonnte, und wo e3 als umivijjen- 
fehaftlic) oder doch wenigitens als im Hodjten Grade ritdjtandig an- 
gefeben wurde, die Echtheit eines neutejtamentlichen Buches, wie des 
pierten Evangeliums 3u vertetdigen. Yebt fteht das gan3 anders. 
Selbjt ein Mann wie 2d. Sarnacf erfennt die Echtheit des Sohannes- 
evangelinms an. 

Wnders aber fteht die Sache, wo eS fich um die Offenbarung des 
Witen Teftaments$ handelt. CSeitdem der alte Sean WMftruc 1753 feine 
berithmten “Conjectures sur les memoires originaux dont il paroit 
que Moyse s’est servi pour composer le livre de la Génése” febrieb, 
feitdem Cidborn 1780—83 jeine ,,Cinfeitung ins Wte Tejtament” 
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herausgab und darin der Vater der ,,.Odheren Rritif” wurde, feitden 
der Hollander Kiinen den beriichtigten Gak pragte: ,,.Die Religion Ys- 
rael$ ijt fiir un$ eine der grogen Weltreligionen, weder mehr, nod 
Wweniger,” fettdem endlich durch Graf und Wellharujen’ die radifale 
Kritif in die Wiljenfeaft eingefiihrt wurde — jeitdem haben die WXn- 
griffe auf die Glaubwiirdigfeit und Gefdichtlidfeit des Witen Tejta- 
ments nicht aufgehort. Die erjten Blatter der Bibel jind Kindermar- 
den, die Gefchichte der Vater find Legenden, die jpateren Biicher tind 
bewubte Salfdungen, das jind Urtetle, welche man in ernithaften 
wmifenfdhaftlicen” Werfen nur 3u oft finden farn. Cin paar Ber- 
fpiele mogen geniigen. St. Budde in feinem Werf: “Religion of 
{srael to the Exile,” 1899, (ich aittere nach der englifdhen Meber- 
fegung) will uns glauben maden, dafy Yabiweh den Sebraern eine 
abjolut unbefannte Groge bis nach dem WXus3ugq geiwejen jet, vielmebr 
fet Yahweh urfpriinglich der Kenitifehe Sturmigott gewelen, der feiner 
Wohnort auf dem Sinat gehabt habe, und der fetne Gegenwart im 
Sturm, Donner und Vlik fund tue. Die flaffifehe Berweisjtelle, dic 
dafiir immer angefiihrt wird, ijt daS Lied der Deborah (Nichter 5, be- 


Fonder$ BY. 4—5), in dem Yahweh “is summoned to come from 


‘Sinai to succor His oppressed people, and to place Himself at the 


head of His warriors” (Wellhaufen: Prolegomena zur Gefchicte Ss- 


rael3 1885, Engl. Xusgabe, Seite 344). Die alten Sebraer follen 
angeblid) Steinanbeter (N.B. neben verfcdiedDenem andern, wie He- 
tifdy-, oder Whnen-, oder Geifter-Verehrer) gewejen fein. Die Bundes- 
fade war nad) Stade (Gejdhichte de8 Volfes Vjrael, 1887) ein Fetifch- 
faften, und die Ueberlieferung, daz fie sret Sterne — vermutlicd) Me- 
teoriten, S. 458 — enthalten habe, in denen, wie man glaubte, Gott, 
Dd. bh. Dabweh wohnte. S. 448—449, 457. Oder man denfe an die 
befannte Theorie, nach der die Patriarden feine Perjonen, fondern 
die Perjontfifation jenritijdher Volfsitamme qewefen fein follen. Dieje 
Xdee wird vertreten von Wellhaufen in feinen Proleqomena, S. 318 
ff., Kuenen: Die Religion Sfraels, Vo. 1, S. 109—112; Stade: Ge- 
fchidhte etc., SG. 28 ff.; Gunkel: Genefis, iiberfekt und erflart, 1901, 
Ginleitung und ofters. Den Gipfel aller Fritijden Phantafteret jdheint 
mir jedod die modern|te Theorie 3u fein, nach) welder die ganze alt- 
teftamentlicde Literatur nur eine erborgte Wtythologie enthalt. Nach 
§. Windler (Die Vabylonifde Kultur in ren Veziehungen gur un- 
frigen, 1902) find nicht nur Whraham, Sfaaf und Safob legendarifde 
Seroen, deren Gefchidten aus ajtronomifden Mythen abguletten find, 
fondern aud) David, Saul und Galomo fallen in diefe Kategorie. Da- 
ptd hatte rote Saare, die den Gonnenftrahlen entiprechen, daher ift 
David cine Reprajentation der Sonne. Gaul und Jonathan entfpre- 
den dem Sternbild der Swillinge; dann aber ijt David auch die leqen- 
Darifdhe Whbildung de8 Sternbrlde$ des Lowen, wahrend Goliath von 
Gath dem Orion entfpricdt. Canonicus Cheyne in der Dezember- 
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Nummer 1902 des ,,Mineteenth Century” ijt ein warmer Vertreter 


diejer Phantajien. Nac E. Stucfen (Aftralmythen der Sebraer, Ba- 
bylonier und Aegypter, 1896—1901) ijt Abraham der Nondgott, 
Not die Sonne, Sarah die Venus-Vithar. Diejer ,,uferlofe Panbaby- 
fonismus,” tie ihn Budde nennt, hat noc) jonderbarere Bliiten getrie- 
ben. Ym Buch Efther erinnert Ejther an die Sfthar, alfo die babylo- 
nifde Venusgottheit, Mardoca an den Gott Marduk, Samann an 
Humman, den elamitijden Nattonalgott, Vajti ijt Maiti, cine elami- 
tijdhe Gottheit. Die hijtorijde Grundlage de3 Buches Ejther ijt alfo 
eine Jtiederlage eines elamitifden Konig’. ,,So viel ijt fider.” (Val. 
,€xpojitory Times,” WXug. 1898.) 

Wher wunderbarerweije mup die Rettung und Verterdtgung der 
bielgejchimabten und begiweifelten Gefchicdtlicdfeit der Bibel gerade aus 
derjelben Quelle fommen, aus der die lesten heftigiten Angriffe her- 
ftanmmen, au$S Babel. Dasjelbe Werkseug, das feit den Zeiten des 
Paradiejes den Menjchen das taglice Brot aus der Erde holt, mug 
nad) Gottes Rat und Plan mun auch den Menjichen. das Brot des Ve- 
ben$ wieder aus der Erde, und gwar wortlid hervorbolen, der Spaten. 
Cin neuer Wiliierter ijt Der Bibel entjtanden in der WArdhaologie, welche 
wie Broj. SY. Orr von Glasgow in feinem: The Problem of the 
Old Testament, 1917, fic) ausbdriidt: “bids fair, before long, to con- 
trol both criticism and history. Pg. 395, 

€8 war im Sabre 1817, dak Champollton den beriihmten Stein 
bon Jtofette entzifferte und damit den Schliijjel gu den agyptijdhen Hie- 
roglyphen wiederfand, der fo viele Sahrhunderte verloren war. YItod 
etivas friiher, im Sabre 1802, hatte Grotefend angefangen, da8 Ge- 
heimnis der Reilfchrift zu entziffern. tit diefen betden wijjenfchaft- 
lichen Grogtaten erdffnete fic) ein gang neuer Wusblte fiir die Wiffen- 
fchaft de$ Wlten Tejtaments, der allmabhlich durcd) den Spaten der Wus- 
grabungen eine erftaunlice Ummalgung in den wiffen{daftliden Wn- 
fhauungen der Welt hervorgebracdt hat. C8 war ja {don langer be- 
fannt, dak Weqypten daS — vielletcht mit °XusSnahme bon China — 
alteite Literaturland der Erde ijt. Das altejte befannte Dtanuffript 
ijt ungefabr in da8 Sahr 3000 bv. Chr. gu fegen, die ,,Vorfdriften des 
Pta-hotep.” Wher Sfrael war, wenn man den Kritifern Glauben 
fdenfen durfte, ein gang robes, ungebildetes Nomadenvolf, unter dem 

-Gefeke wie die de3 Mtofes, und Pjalmen vie die Davids, abjolut un- 
moglic) waren. Geute wiirde fein Wijjenfdaftler jo feinen Ruf aufs 
Spiel feken, dah er die Behauptung von Sfraels Vlliteraritat auj- 
ftellte. Wer hat daS 3u Wege gebradt? Rein anderer, als der neue 
Wiltierte der Bibel, der Spaten der Ardaologie. Seitdemt wir die 
fefte Runde haben, dak Sargon I. im Sahre 3800 bv. Chr. in Wffad 
eine beriihmte Bibliothet angelegt hatte, jdhien es feine Unmoglichfeit 
in diefer Richtung mehr gu geben. Nadjdem vollends der Frangofe de 
Sargzec in den Yahren 1893—95 in Tello, im jidliden Babylon, eine 
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qrofe Bibliothef von 30,000 Tafelden entdectte, die ficjer fchon tm 
Sabre 2700 erijtierte, und nacddem Hilpredht dite Tempelbibliothek 
pon Mippur, dent alten Lalneh, aus8gegraben hatte, wijjen wir, dab 
dieje Anidhauung fiir Mefopotamien, da% alte Stammland Sfraels, 
wenig{tens unbegriindet ijt. Da liegt denn die Sdhlubfolgerung jehr 
nahe, dat} Sfrael, wenn e$ aus einem gurgeit jeiner WuStwanderung fo 
hoch sivilifierten Gande fam, unmodglic& gang fo barbartjd) roh gewejen 
fein fann, wie un$ die hdbere Mrittf Hat immer vorreden wollen. Wher 
wir haben auch direfte Berweife, dak diefe angeblich wijjenidhaftlid ge- 
fiderten Ergebnijje der Kritif in Wahrheit nichts find als Phantajiege- 
bilde. Wielmehr wird der bedenflid) in8 Wanfen geratene qute Ruf 
der Glaubmiirdigfeit der Biblijden Gejdhicdte auf da$ glangendjte twre- 
Derhergejtellt durch den braven Spaten, der in der Hand de8 Wrehao- 
logen git ener gefabrliden Waffe geworden ift gegen Uniwijjenheit und 
Cinbildung. €bh ich etngehend auf die eingelnen Gebiete 3u jprecen 
fomme, jet e3 mir erlaubt, an einem fclagenden Beifpiele den qgangen 
Umijang der Bedeutung der archdaologijdhen Entdecfungen 3u zeigen. 

Sef. 20, 1 lefen wir, dak Sargon feinen Seldhauptmann aus- 
fandte, um XSdod 3u belagern. Sa, aber wer war Sargon? Ym gan- 
zen Witen Teftament fommt der Mame nicht wieder vor; im Yteuen 
Tejtament auch nicht, auch in feinem Thargum; furgum in fetnem ein- 
aigen Riteraturwerf. Wir jtanden vor einem NRatjel und Hatten e8 int 
wabhriten Sinne deS WorteS mit etnem “Hapax legomenon” gu tun. 
Da fam 1n8 im Sabre 1843 wieder der Spaten in der Hand de8 fran- 
a0ftjden Nonfuls Emil Botta 3u Hilfe. Gn Khorjabad, ein wenig 
nordlich bon Miniveh, wurde er in die Erde gejtoRen, und was bradte 
er an8 TageSlicht? Cinen ungeheuren Balajt, eben den Balait des 
Sargon I., de8 Eroberer$ bon Samaria. Wit dem Balajt fam der 
Name de$ Nonias und fein ‘Portrait wieder aus der Erde und auper- 
dem noc eine Menge von Vildwerfen und Snfchriften. Das war ein 
Gewinn erjten Ranges nicht nur fir dte Wijfenfchaft, jondern ich darf 
wohl fiihnlich fagen, auch fiir da8 Glaubensleben; denn, wenn die 
Wahrheit der Bibel in fo glangender Werle an diefer einen Stelle un- 
wider|predlich bewiefen war, fo fiel damit die Unmibglidfett hin, dafx 
nicht auch andere jchiwiertge und duntle Stellen ihre Erlauterung und: 
Veltatigung finden fonnten, 


Sangen wir nur gleich mit den erjten Worten der Genesis an.. 


Sin Wnfang fehuf Gott Simmel und Erde. Was jagen uns die babylo- 
nifden Denfmaler dariiber? Wenn irgend wo, dann war in Babel 
Hoffnung, daritber Ausfunft und Licht auf den Vibelberidt zu erhal- 
ten; denn etnerjeits haben wir in Babel die altefte Multur vor unjere 
Mugen, und fodann ijt in VBabylonien die Wiege der Menjehheit aur 
fuden. Wenn aljo irgendivo, mupte fich hier eine Erinnerung ar 
das Ged)stagewerf erhalten haben. Yn dem ausgegrabenen BRalajft 
deS Wfijurbanipal fanden fich denn arch Tafelchen, welche einer 
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Sdhopfungsberidt enthalten (Vgl. Oettli: Der Kampf um Babel und 
Bibel, S. 9 tf. Gunkel: Sfracl und Babylonien, S. 24). Diefer Be- 
ridt enthalt gewifje Wehnlichfeiten mit der Bibel in der Wufeinander- 
folge der Sdopfungswerke; aber fonjt welch himmelweiter Unterfdied! 
Der Vibelberidht beginnt mit einer Theogonie und dann fommt der 
wilde Kampf swifchen Merodad, dem Gotte de8 Lidts, und Tiamat, 
dem Urozean, aus dejjen einer Galfte der Simmel und aus der an- 
deren die Erde gemacht wird. Dagegen halte man den Charafter des 
Vibelberidtes: Der Wmadhtige fprach, und e gefdhah. Wenn etwas 
fider ijt auf der weiten Welt, ijt e8, dah Sjrael fetnen Sd&hopfungsge- 
danfen nidjt aus diefer Quelle entlehnt haben fann; denn e8 ijt wobl 
denfbar und wohl mobglicd, dak der urfpritmglicd) monotheiftifdhe Be- 
ridt durd) den Polytheismus gefchandet und verdorben ift. Sch fann 
eS mir aber nicht erflaren, wie die angeblide Neinigung de8 Bibelbe- 
ridtes von allem Polytheismus follte vor fic) geqangen jein. Cine 
deutliche Beziehung auf den fiebenten Lag finden wir in dem Sabbat 
der Babylonier und WXjfyrer, fiir den fie jogar den Iamen ,Sabbatu“ 
haben. Mian vergleicde Gunfel: Genesis, S. 106 ff., Sfrael und Ba- 
bylonien, S. 27 Tf.; Seremia8: Das Alte Tejtament im Lichte de3 
alten Orient$, 1904, S. 86 ff. Wn diefem Gabbat ijt, gum wentgiten 
fiir Den Ronig und hohe Beamten, alle gewshnliche Arbeit verboten. 
€r unterjdheidet jich aber von dem Sabbat Sfrael3 darin, dak er 1. 
nicht in Beztehung auf die Schopfung gefest ijt, und 2. dak feine Bah- 
lung jeden Ntonat aujs Neue anfangt, alfo immer auf den 7., 14., 
21. und 28. Tag deS Monats fallt und nicht wie in Sfrael fortlaufend, 
ohne Riicficht auf den Monatstag, gezablt wird. Fiir den erften Siin- 
denfall find die Begtehungen noch nicht deutlic. C8 ijt ein altes Bild- 
werf vorhanden, auf dem ein gehornter Mann und ein Weib unter 
einem Baume figen. Das Weib ftrect feine Hand aus, um eine Frudt 
3u pfliicfen, wabhrend hinter ihr, in der Ytahe ifres Obres, eine 
Schlange fich aufridtet: Schrader, Gunfel, Yeremias halten die Er- 
flarung fiir aweifelbaft, wahrend %. Delibjh, G. Smith, WX. S. Gaye 
Darin eine flare BVeziehung auf den Simbdenfall jehen wollen. Ueber 
die Siindflut will ich mich gang furg fatfen. Wir finden fie in dem 
Gilgamefdh-Epos, 3000 v. Chr. Wuch hier haben twir wieder ganz 
entidiedene Wehnlidfeiten, wie die Wusjendung von vier Vogeln, das 
Opfer de8 Helden am Schluj — iiber das nebenbet die Gotter wie die 
Vlieqen herfallen — aber auch wieder den allergroften Polythersmus, 
fodak, was ic) liber Den Schopfungsbericht jagte, auch hier feine Gitl- 
tigfeit hat. 
Gin anderes Rapitel der Bibel, da8 oft fiir hiftoritd faljd erflart 
ift, ift die Volfertafel im 10. Kapitel der Genefis. Wus Vers 8—12 
geht bervor, dah Babel alter war, als Niniveh; dah WXifyrien erft bon 
pon Babylonien aus folonifiert wurde; und dak der Vegriinder der 
‘habylonifden Kultur fein Gemite, fondern ein Nujdite, ein Iad- 
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fomine Sams war (val. G. Rawlinfon: Hijtorical SUuftrations of the 


Old Leftament, p. 29 ff.). Bede diefer drei Behauptungen twurde jehr 


heftig angefodten, da die alte Tradition Wjfur fiir alter al8 Babel 
bielt und betde jemiti{d waren. Die Denfmaler jedody geben der Bi- 
bel twieder volltg Necht (vgl. €C. Schrader: Die Keilinfdrijten und das 
Wlte Lejtament, S. 76). Und die merfwiirdigite aller Enthillungen 
ijt die, daB die Begriinder aller ivilijation, die Erfinder des MBC, 
die Miinjtler, Gefesgeber ujw. eben nicht Semiten, jondern die Su- 
mevier waren, bon Turanijdhem oder Hamitijdhem Urjprung. 

Ueberhaupt diirfen wir unfere ethnologijden MXnjdauungen, fo- 
weit fie der Bibel widerjprecdhen, nur getrojt ummodeln. Die Bibel 
behalt dod recht. Gen. 10, 22 beridtet uns 3. B., daf Elam der al- 
tejte Sohn Gems getwefen fei. Die Clamiten, aber’, die un$ in der 
Weltgejdhicdhte entgegentreten, find Wrier. Wer hat nun Redht, die Br- 
bel, oder die Weltgejdhicte? Die frangofijden Wusqrabungen im 
Suja, der Hauptitadt von Elam, haben qegzeigt, daB die Snfehrijten der 
alteren Zeit nidt in elamiti{dher Sprade, fondern in dem jemitijden 
Babylonijdh, oder auch 3. T. in Sumerifdher Sprache abgefakt find. 
Gin englijder Rritifer, Dr. OQriver jagt in feiner Genesi$, Seite 128: 
It is true inscriptions recently discovered seem to have shown that 
in very early times: Elam was peopled by Semites....but the fact is 
not one which the writer of this verse is likely to have known. Da8 
Waunderbarfte, ich darf wohl fagen die godttliche Sronie, ijt eben, daB 
der Verfafjer von Gen. 10, 22 Fliiger geiwejen ijt, alS die modernen 
Herren Doftoren und Mritifer. 

Yin nicht den Umfang diejer Whhandlung ungebiihrlid) auszu- 
dehnen, geben wir gleich 3u Whrahams Beit iiber. Gegeniiber der 
{chon cingangs erwahnten Behauptung, dak Xbraham gar fein hifto- 
rijder Mame, fondern nur eine Berjonififation gewefen fet, mdge e3 
geniigen, darauf bingumweijen, dag Whe-ramu als Perjonenname in 
einem Nontraft aus der Zeit bor Sammurabi vorfommt, und dak 
Whu-ramu der Mame eines affyri{dhen Beamten aus der Zeit Warhad- 
dons ift (vgl. Th. C. Pindhes: The Old Teftament in the Light of the 
SHijtorical Necords etc., 1902, p. 148). Wher da8 nebenbei. Die wid)- 
tiqite Entdecfung, die auf Whraham und feine Beit ein gang neues, un- 
geabntes Licht gemworfen hat, ijt die Wuffindung de3 Codex Hamama- 
rabi, der 1902 in Suja dent Scho® der Erde entriffen wurde. Wir 
finden in ihm eine Zivilifation von allergrdéfter Bedeutung mit einer 
gang merfroiirdigen Gefeggebung, die fich bis in die fleinjten Cingel- 
Hetten erjtrect. Go finden wir in Art. 145, 146 ff. diefes Coder ge- 
feblice Beftimmungen iiber Verhaltnijfe wie in Gen. 16, 1—6 ange- 
geben, die bemeifen, daS Sarahs Verbhalten geqen Sagar gang den 
damaligen Gejegen entfprad. 


Cin bejonders Helles Licht fallt infolge der Wusgrabingen auf 
die befannte Kedorlaomer-Epijode der Genefis, Map. 14. Dtefes Er- » 
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eignis, da8 wir rund ins Sahr 2100 v. Chr. fesen diirfen, war vor 
Moldefe al$ unbiftorifd erflart worden. Sa, Wellhaufen jprad) da- 
bon, dab diefe Gejdhidte durd Modldefe ihren Todesjtreic) erhalten 
Habe. Und trog aller fritifden Todesftretdhe ijt, danf dem treucn Spa- 
ten, Heute diefeS Rapitel hiftorifdhe Wahrheit. Ajo ijt e8 ertwiefen, 
dag im Yabre 2280 Babylon unter die Oberhoheit der Elamiter ge- 
riet. Yun vberraten uns die Snfchriften tveiter, dak die Namen diefer 
elamitijden Ronige alle mit dem Worte ,Rudur,” der Nned§jt, anfan- 
gen. Wir haben einen Nudur-Mabug und einen Rudur-Nankhundt. 
Weiter hat man den Namen einer elamitifdhen Gottin Lagamar qe- 
funden. Da haben wir ,,Wudur-Lagamar,” gang flar da8 biblifde 
Redorlaomer. Weiter haben wir den Yamen eines Gohnes des Ku- 
dur-Miabug erhalten: Cri-afu, Ronig von Larfa. Damit ijt der grwerte ° 
Jtame des vierten Nonigsbiindniffes gegeben, Wriod) bon Ellafar. Der 
dritte, Wmrapbhel, ijt der befannte Hammurabi felbjt (val. Schrader 
a. a. ©., S. 120 ff.; und befonders Bd. 2, S. 296 ff.), fodaR alfo nur 
nod) der vierte im Bunde, Thideal, Konig der Heiden gu identifizie- 
ren bliebe, was allerdings bisher noch nicht gelungen ijt. Wus den 
Tel-el-Wmarna-Funden, die Xug. Noftermann als einen dtplomati- 
{chen Briejwedjel aus dem Yahre 2000 bezeichnet, haben wir den Ma- 
men Uru-falim fiir Serujalem. E38 gibt wohl noch einige verbohrte 
Rritifer, wie Dr. Driver, die trog alledem Lieber in diefent Rapitel 
einen ,unbijtorijden Midrajdh” aus der Zeit de3 Erils oder nod {pa- 
ter jehen. Denen fann man eben nicht helfen. Wer fehen will, dem 
find die Mugen geoffnet. 

Wenden wir uns bon Vabel nach Yequypten, fo ijt eS die Periode 
bon Sojeph bis Wojes, fur welche wir Beftatiqung der Bibel in den 
Mtonumenten fuchen, und jligen wir nur gleich bingu, arte) finden. 
Biemlich alfgemein tit anerfannt, dak die Genefis da8 aguptifde Ro- 
lorit merfiwiirdig naturwwahr getroftfen bat (val. Cbhers: Xequyten und 
die Bidher Miofes, Bo. 1, S. 295 ff.). Dennod haben die Rritifer 
aud) bier ihre Cinwendungen machen mifjen. So wurde 3. B. auf 
Grund einer Motiz bet Herodot geleugnet, day in Xeqypten Weinbau 
getrieben fei. Meqyptifche Bildwerfe jedoch geigen uns die Weinberet- 
tung in allen Stufen uf. €8 wiirde gu weit fihren, alle Gimvendimn- 
gen und deren Widerlequngen genau aufgufiihren. Wer fich dafiir 
interejfiert, Den bertweife ich auf das fon angefiihrte Werf von Gr. 
Orr, der auf S. 413 ff. alle dieje Sragen bejpricht und auch dte cin- 
{hlagige Literatur angibt. Yur einige marfante Cingelgiige michte 
id) hervorheben. Wus der Beit der 12. Dynajtie haben wir dic Ge- 
fchidte eines Saneba, der wie Sojeph aus dem niedrigiten Stande gu 
den hodjten Ehren emporjtieg. Wus derfelben Beit haben wir auf 
den Grabern von Veni-Haffan ein Bild von dem Empfang emer e- 
felljcdhaft bon Winu oder Semiten, das die Lage jo genau fdildert, dak 
man 3uerjt dadjte, e8 fet eine Sdilderung des Emptanges Safobs. 
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Weiter miifjen wir hier die agyptifde ,Ergahlung von gwet Briidern” 
nennen, die der biblifejen Erzahlung von der Verfuchung durd) Poti- 
phar8 Weib jtellenweife betnabhe wortlid) entiprict. Da fie aber jiin- 
ger ift, alS die Gejdhicte Sofephs, fo mag diefe wohl der anderen 3u 
Grunde gelegen haben. 


Mus Mofes Zeiten haben wir ebenfalls durch die °Xusgrabiungern 
bedentende Xufflarungen erhalten. Gn den Sabhren 1881 und 1898 
wurden im gangen 46 Mumien von Pharaonen auSgegraben, unter 
denen, wie man aud) dte Beit de3 Exodus bejtimmen mag, die Leichen 
de Bharav der Bedriicung und de de3 Musgugs find. Wie wunder- 
bar find doch die Fiigungen Gottes. Er, der einjt trokig au rief: Wer 
aft der Serr, deS Stimme ic) Horen miijfe und Sjrael aiehen Lajjen? 
Er, dem fich einft die Menfchen nur fniend naben durften, er muy fich 
jebt von jedem Yeugierigen, der feine fiinf Cents Eintrittsgeld in das 
agyptijce Wturfeum in Rairo begahlen fann, angaffen lafjen, und der 
im Leben ausrief: Sch wei nichts bon dem Herren! der mug 35 Vabhr- 
hunderte nach feinem Lode ftunimes und doch fo beredtes Seugmis ab- 
legen, dak da3 Wort de Herrn dennocd) Wahrheit ijt. 


Hier allerdings erheben fic) aud) einige Sdhwierigfeiten, eben 
durd die Ausgrabungen, von denen wir vorher nichts gewubt haben, 
namlich die Frage: Wer jind die Pharaonen der Veodriicfung und des 
Wus3zugqs? Die bisherige Anjehauung nabhni allgemein an, dak Ram- 
fe3 der Vedranger, und jein Sohn Weneptah, oder Merenptah, der- 
jenige gewefen fei, der mit fener gangen Vtacht im Schilfmeer fiir 
feinen Trok gegen Gott biipen mute. Diefe Anfchauung tetlt aud 
nod) ein fo bedeutender Renner de8 Morgenlandes, wie Dr. Ludwig 
Schneller ijt; vgl. jeme Rriegsbriefe aus Balajtina, 1915, S. 34.° Yn- 
deffen vertritt Prof. Orr eine andere Wnjdauung. 1896 iurde bom 
Prof. Flinders Petrie, die fogenannte ,,sjraecl-Stelle” de8 Winenophts 
A. entdecft, an deren Sehlufy e8 heikt: ,,Sfrael ijt dent Erdboden gleih 
gemacht und jee Nachfommenjdhaft ausgerottet.” Iaturqemak 
fonnte dann Vrerenptah nicht der Pharao de WXus3ugs fein, vielmehr 
wiirde dann der Wus3gug unter der Regierung de3 Wmenophis 2. fal- 
fen. Das jtreitet aber wieder gegen die alte Wlerandrinijde Ueberlie- 
Peat, nach der tatjadlic) der Crodus unter Merenptah ftattgefunden 
hat. Schneller a. a. O. erflart die auf Sfrael begiigliche Snfehrift als 
einen Nachtraq, eine aiweite, jelbjtandige auf der Miteffette der Stelle 
eingegrabene Snjdhrift. Darna) hat diefe sweite Anfehrift mit der 
erften Steqesinjdrift des Yinenophts nichts gu tun und ift ete derut- 
fiche Beztehungnahme auf den Vefehl des Bharao, Erod. 1, 22, der 
damit meinte, die Sudenfrage auf ewige Zeiten aus der Welt gejdattt 
gu haben. Ii, wie gefagt, die Gache ijt noch nicht endgiilttg qeflart. 
Wher haben wir danfbar die Hilfe der Monumente in Anfpruch qe- 
nomen, Jo mijfen wir eS uns eben auch gefallen Laljen, da fich hier 
und da auch Schiwierigfeiten ergeben. 
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our die Eroberung de$ Landes Kanaan finden wir eine uner- 
wartete Bejtatigung in den fogenannten Lel-el-Mmarna-Tafelchen, die 
wir jdjon oben ermwaynt haben. Gie bilden die diplomatijhe Norre- 
fponden3 der Nonige Wmenophis 8. und-4. Sn thnen feretbt inter 
anderen auch Mbbi-Chiba, der Konig von Uru-jalim, daB da$ Land von 
den ,Chabiri” bedrangt werde, die anfdeinend von Geir berfamen 
(vgl. Col. C.K. Conder: The Bible and the Eaft, 1896, p. 40 Ff.; 106 
ff.) Chabiri und Sebraer, wem drangt fich nicht die Wehnlichfeit aut? 
ast Der Tat vertreten fo angefehene Manner der Wijjenfehayt wie H. 
Windler und Hommel diefe Wuffafjung. 

wit den Biichern Sofua und Ronige werden die Hethiter ertwahnt 
al ein grofeS und madtiges Reid) im Ytorden von SVfrael, vgl. So/. 
1, 4; Ricdter 1, 26; 1. Ron. 10, 28 ff.; 2. Ron. 7, 6. Da aber in fet- 
nem eingigen Literaturerzeugnts alter und neuer Zeiten etwas uber 
Diefe myjtijde Vtacht 3u finden war, bielt man, wie gewodhnlich dtef2 
Stellen fur unbhijtorijd, fiir rednerijdhe Blosfeln, oder fiir fpate Yn- 
terpolationen. ber fiehe da! die Bibel tit wieder etnmal bis aut tin 
Bucitaben gerechtfertigt. Von agyptijden, wie von affyrifden Yn- 
{driften gleicmakig haben wir qgelernt, dak in der Tat cine hetht- 
tijde Nonfoderation eta 1000 Sabre lang eine Weltmacht Wejt- 
ajiens war, dte fic) bis an den Cuphrat ausdehnte und an Vedeutiring 
MNegypten und Wijyrien wentg oder gar nicht nadftand. Wan ver- 
gleide iiber jie die el-el-2marna-Tafeln; Brugfd Pajcha: History 
of Egypt under the Pharaos, (English translation), 2 volumes, 
1879; Sayce: Early Israel and the Surrounding ‘Nations, 1899. 


Mit dem Hebraerbriefe wiirde mir die Zeit gu furz werden, follte 
ich alle die Bejtatigungen aujgzablen, die die gefdhichtlichen Biicher des 
Niten Teftaments wahrend der Beit der Nonige erfahren haben. Tat- 
jachlich ijt nicht eine eingige Beriihrung de3 Volfes Sfrael mit auslan- 
difdhen Wrachten, die nicht durd) die Ausgrabungen eine deutlide Ba- 
ftatigung erfabren Hat. So finden wir an den Wanden der Sallen 
bon Rarnaf den prablerijden Bericht de3 Bharao Sijaf, wie er Me- 
hHabeam demiitigte, 2. Chron. 12. WMeja, der Konig von Moab, errich- 
tete feinen Denfitein 3u Dibon um 2. Kon. 3 gu befraftigen. 1. Ron. 
20, 34 horen wir von einem BindniS swijden XWhab von Samaria und 
Benhadad bon Syrien, und auf ajjyrijcer Seite haben wir den Bericht 
Salmanafjfer$ 2., dah er Benhadad und Xhab gu Karfar gefchlagen 
habe 854 v. Chr. Die Beziehungen Vfrael3 und Yudas gu Tiglath- 
pilejer oder Bhul werden uns vollig bejtatigt. WMtenabem, Befah und 
Hojea erfcheinen in den Snfchriften diejes Nonigs genau-jo wie in der 
Bibel. Sargons Eroberung bon Samaria bezeugt fein Balaft. Gan- 
heribS Belagerung von Lads und fein Sug gegen Hi8fia und Yeru- 
jalem fann man in feinen Sabhrbiihern naclejen. Seine Ermordung 
durd jeinen Gohn und die Thronbefteigung Wfarhaddons, alles ijt 
fauberlic) aufgejdhrieben. Wanaffes Gefangennahme erjdeint unter 
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den Tributpflidtigen des Konigs von WXjjur wiedergegeben. Sorwobhl 
Wjarhaddon wie Afjurbanipal zablen unter ihren Horigen auf Vta- 
najje, Ronig von Buda. 


Nun das moge genug fein. Wir haben nun nur nod ein Buch 


au bejpreden, da8 man bat befonders al8 unbijtorijd brandmarfen 
wollen, namlich den Bropheten Daniel, der um feiner angeblichen hijto- 
ri{den Unglaubwiirdigfeit biS in die fpate Maffabdaerzeit hHinabgejekt 
worden ijt. Wie wir aus griedhijden DQuellen wijjen, bieb der lekte 
Konig von Babel Labynetus (Gerodet 1, 188) oder Iabonned (Yote- 
phus). Man hat fich belfen wollen und Belfazar, der nach) Daniel der 
legte Nonig war, mit diefem Mabonned identifigiert; aber unndtiger- 
weife; denn nad) den Snfchriften hatte der [ekte Ronig Iabonned 
wirflich einen Gobn, namens Belfager, der nach dem hervorragenden 
Blak, den er in den Snfechriften einnimmt, irgendiwie an der Megte- 
rung mit feinem Vater beteiligt gewefen fein mug. Dem wwiirde ent- 
{prechen, dak Belfager dem Daniel verjpridt, ihn gum 3. HSerrn im 
Reiche 3u madden. Mach den babylonijden Vtonumenten erfdeint e3 
nun, al8 jet diefer Nonig3john in der Macht gejtorben, in der die Stadt 
erobert wurde. Das ftimmt auc mit Xenophon iiberein (Curopadie 
7,5. 15 und 30) und vor allem mit Daniel, fodak Belfager nicht mehr 
eine mythifde und myjtifde, jondern eine jehr reell bijtorijdhe Perfon- 
Tichfeit wird. Wljo auch hier zeigt eS fich, dak daS Wort Gottes fics 
durdhaus nicht 3u verjtecfen braucht vor der Weisheit diefer Welt, fon- 
dern dafs dieje immer nod) von jenem lernen fann. 

Sn der Tat haben denn aud) fon mande nambajfte Gelehrte ihre 
Stellung 3u dem Witer Tejtament qeandert. CSayce, ein englijfcer 
Profeljor, Hommel, ein Deutidher, und Halévy, ein Frangofe, alle drei 
frither Wnhanger der Hoheren Kritif, haben ihren Standpunft aufge- 
ben miiffen. Dr. Driver, der in ,,€rpofitory Times,“ Dez. 1896, fich 
auferte, day Hommel mit Wellhaujens PBentateuchanalyfis iberetnr- 
jtimme, mute fic) die offentlide Wntwort gefallen Laffen, dak diefes 
itat aus einer feiner fritheren Schriften nicht mehr jeine jesiqe Mtet- 
nung ausdriicfe, fondern dag er fic) immer mehr von der ,,ganglicden 
Grundlofigfeit” der Wellhaujenjden Xnfichten iiberzeugqt fiihle. — 
Wehnlic hat fice) Sayce geduert, und Halévy hielt auf einer Sigung 
de8 Snternationalen Nongreffes gu Paris 1897 cine glangzende Ver- 
teidigungsrede gu Gunjten der Wabhrhaftiqfeit der Mofatfdhenr Ge- 
fchichte gegen die Wellhaufenjde Schule, fiir welche er friiher jehr ftark 
eingetreten war. 

Und went haben wir dieje Uminalgung auf dem Gebtete des Miter 
Tejtaments gu verdanfen, die uns in Wusfidht ttellt, daB man auf die- 
fen Wnjturm gegen das Ate Weftament bald da8 Wort de3 Xthanafius 
anwwenden fonnen wird: Nubila est; praeteribit? Ytiemand an- 
ders, natiirlic) ausqenommen die gottlicde Gnadenfiihrung, als dem 
neuen Witerten der Bibel, der Archaologie und dem Wertzeng in ih- 
rer Hand, dem Spaten. 
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5. Die gewaltigen Wnitrengungen de Elias und die lange Wirk- 
jamfeit de8 Elifa hatten aber nur momentanen Erfolg und gelang ib- 
nen nidt, da8 Gefeb gur Geltung gu bringen und die Whgdtteret fern 
gu balten. Bald nach) Clija wendet fich der Blick der Prophetie der 
3Zufunft gu. Die wadfende Verfduldung, da8 ftetgende Bedrangt- 
werden der beiden Ninigreide, hat die Gemeinde der Frommen 3 
der Ueberzeugung gefiibrt, dak ein GeridtStag de8 Herrn fomme. Se 
nach den Seitlauften fdhien e3 mehr Sfrael felbit oder mehr den Fein- 
den 3u gelten. Sm Verlauf der Zeiten haben fic diefelben Sujtande 
und ihre Folgen oft wiederholt. ,,Wo ein Was ijt, da fammedln fich die 
Wodler.” Sittlide Verfommenbeit, religidjer MNiedergang, urus und 
Uebermut der Reichen, unertraglidhe Bujtande und Vergweiflung unter 
den Befiklofen und dabei die Unmoaglichfeit, mit den vorhandenen mo- 
ralifden Mtitteln Belferung gu fchatfen —- folche Verhaltniffe lajjen 
eine Ratafirophe und nadber Silfe ertwarten. Denn durch Geridte 
geht GotteS Weg zum Heil. Warch jebt richten die den WerSfagungen 
glaubenden und an Gottes Weltplan nicht irre gewordenen Chriften 
thre Blicfe in die Bufunft. Wile religiojen Gemein{dhaften entwicelr 
eine erjtaunlidhe Tatigfeit zur fittlicden, religidjen und jogialen HSe- 
bung de8 Bolfes. Wllerlei Mijfion wird getrieben. Die Rettungs- 
haujer und Wobhltatigfeitsanjtalten mehren fich, wie viel wird gefdhrie- 
ben und gelefen, was zum Bejten dienen foll — und dennoch darf man 
fic) weder von der fircdhliden Tatigfeit nocd) bon politifden Nenderun- 
gen eine Wiedergeburt de3 Volfes, oder auch nur ein Wufhalten des 
Verderbens verfprecen, und wir warten auf da3 KRommen des Herrn. 
Vorher wird e8 nicht befjer. 

6. Ahnten die Frommen Sfrael3 gurzeit der groken Bropheten, 
die mit aller Gewalt da8 Verderben nicht aufhalten fonnten, den fom- 
menden GerichtStag, jo war ein folder den Yropheten qottlic&) gerwif. 
Wher ebenfo gewif war ihnen, dafB Sehovah fein Reich vollenden werde. 
Dafiir birgte ihnen fein Mame: Sch bin, der ich bin.” ,, Jun beginnt 
das Forjden, was 3u diejer Vollendung gehore.“ Bebt jdhauen die 
PBropheten nicht mehr riicwarts, fondern borwarts. Yun weisfager 
fie und miifjen fehreiben, denn fie arbeiten fiir die 3ufunft. Die fom- 
menden Generationen follten in ihrem Yammer wiffen, dak Behova 
fie nicht ganglich verworfen, fondern nod) Groperes mit thnen im Sinn 
habe. Daritber fagt Ge: ,,Soel beginnt, der Taufer fclieBt die 
Reden von der Geiftesausqiepung; Yoel beginnt, der Taufer jdliept 
die der neuen Che; Ezefiel fieht einen neuen Tempel und die Herr- 
lichfeit de3 Serrn in ibn giehn, Malachi das Kommen des Herrn gu 
feinem Tempel, der von Serubabel und Sofua gebaut worden ijt. Ser- 
ner wird geforfdt nad dem Weg gu diejem Biel. Sejaja und Nida 
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weifen auf den Davidsfohn. Vor ihren Augen jtand Wfjur und hinter 
diefem Babel, durch welche Machte Gott da Gericht an Sfrael voll- 
jtrecfen wird . . . aber diefen Heidenfdnigen und Mtadten wird ge- 
geniibertreten der geredjte Serrfdher aus Davids Stamm, der Gott 
mit ung, der Trager von Gottes Gerjt. Sat Gott in den Hirten Mofes 
fetnen Geijt gelegt, fo mug auf dem GHirten der Zufunft des Geijtes 
Hille ruben. Uber die Sdhuld de8 Volfes ijt riefengrof. Wehova 
weik einen RKnedt, der fiihnt die Schuld.” We Propheten bon Voel 
und Sefaja an haben vom fommenden DavidSfohn geredet und ge- 
jhrieben. 

7. Die Religion Sfrael8, mit ihrer eingigartigen Gotteserfennt- 
nis, mit irem Gefeg und ihren Prophten; wodurd Sfrael 3u einen 
Unifum unter den Volfern wurde, ijt eine Sruct der Offenbarung 
Gottes durch) Theophanie und Ynjpiration. Wie wollen denn die De- 
ijten und andere wunderfdeuen Leugner diejer Art von Ojfenbarung 
das erflaren? Die Weifen und Didter der Griechen, der Yudier, der 
Chinefen und anderer Volfer haben auc) Growes geleijtet. Wher fie 
haben aus der Erde heraus geredet und fiir die Erde und jeder nur fiir 
jein BVolf ohne Gott, ohne Hoffnung und rechten Trojt. Wenn wir 
— Gott naber fommen, ihn fiihlen und finden wollen, greifen wir nidt 
3u den Giichern der Griedhen, fondern zur Bibel, 3u den Bjalmen und 
Propheten. 

8. Die Weisfagungen der Bropheten jind zum guten Teil in Er- 
filing gegangen, und dadurch ijt ifre Ynjpiration ertwiefen, und die 
Erfiilling de8 Uebrigen ijt verbiirgt. ,n Chrijto find alle Gottes- 
verbeifungen Sa und Xmen.” Die Phantajie des ‘Briefter-Bropheten 
zefiel hat die empfangene VerheiBung eines neuen Tenrpels weiter 
ausgemalt. Der Tempel wurde gebaut, aber nicht nach dem Plan de8 
Bropheten. E838 fann auch gar nicht die Rede davon fein, daB er je 
gebaut werden wird. CSollten auch die in ihr altes Vaterland 3uriic- 
gefehrten Suden einen Tempel nach EzechielS Befchreibung bauen, 
wwo3gu fie die Wtittel Hatten, fo ware ein folder Bau ohne providentielle 
Bedeutung. Cine Wiederherjtellung de8 ijraclitifden Nultus mit fei- 
nen Lieropfern fann abjolut nicht im Plan Gottes Liegen. 

IV. Micht alle Schrijtitife de3 Wlten Tejtaments find infptvriert. 

Was Or. Ges, mein geliebter, ehriviirdiger Lehrer, unter obiger 
Neberjdhrift in fetnem Buch gefdrieben, will ich in modglidjter Niirze 
herfeben. 

1. Die Ergabhlung de$ Buches Efther fet ohne Siveifel fein Noman. 
Unter dem Konig Whasveros, dem durd) feinen WAngriff auf Griedhen- 
land befannten Xerxes, welder bon 485—465 iiber Berjien regierte, 
fonnten jolde Gefchichten wohl vorfommen. C8 tft aber jdon oben 
bemerft worden, dahB man dtejem Biidlein vom Geijt Gottes nidjis 
anmerft. Stinfhundert Seinde wurden auf der Burg Suban getotet; 
am andern Tag, auf Vetrieb der Konigin Ejther, wurde da Morden 
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fortgejest. Itur mit Sdmerg fonnte der barmberzige Menjchenjohn, 
der nicht gefommnren Wtenjdenfeelen 3u verderben, diejent Biiehlein ent- 
nehmen, toe8 Geijtes Kinder die in Perfien guriicfgeblicbenen Suden 
waren. sn dte Sanunlung der Heiligen Schriften wurde die Ergah- 
hing wohl deshalb aufgenommen, tweil fie fiir Den Sinn de8 ‘Burtim- 
fejtes den Schliijjel gab. 

2. Sn den Biichern der Chronifa haben wir die Gefdjichte des 
RKonigreicheS Suda und der Konige aus Davids Stamm. . Hes ndrdli- 
chen Keiches wird faum gedacht, weil e3 abgefallen ijt von Sehovas 
Gejalbten und dem Tempel. Die Darijtellung ijt ernft und ijt das 
Werf eines frommen Vannes, der von Dank durchdrungen ijt fitr dte 
Seqnungen eines gejemabkigen GotteSdienjtes. Wher vom Getjt Got- 
tes tindet Ge in den Chronifabiichern feine Spur. %us den Lebens- 
bildern Davids und Salonw$ wurden die Schatten fern gehalten, wo- 
pon doc) in den Gamueli8- und RonigSbiidhern die Mede ijt. Der Gert 
®ottes ijt aber ein Geijt der Wahrheit. ,%Xn Liebe habe ich Wobhlge- 
fallen und nicht an Schlachtopter, an Erfenntni8$ Gottes mehr als ar 
Brandopfer” (Hojea 6, 6). ,,Sehova hat dir angefagt, was gut ijt: 
Mecht iiben, dich der Liebe befleifen, untertanig wandeln mit deinem 
Gott” (Mica 6, 8). .Diefe Prophetenworte lagen langjt vor. Der 
Chronifajchreiber hat fie nicht begriffen, jonjt hatte er nicht ohne Nitge 
den Trojt deS Konigs Whia aufgefchrieben: ,Wir haben Sehova nicht 
verlafjen, alS ‘Sriejter dDienen ihm die Sohne Maron und die Levitert 
im Wmt giinden Rauchopfer an etc.“ (2. Chron. 18, 10 ff.) Das 
Prahlen mit einem wobhleingertdhteten auferen Gottesdienjt war nie 
Sache der Lropheten, die durd) den Getjt Gottes anbeten. Denn bet 
aller frommen Yeuperlicdfert und bet tadellojem Beferntnis fann da3 
Herz Gott ferne und ohne die Bucht jeines Gerjtes fein. Der Chroni- 
fajdhreiber hatte nichts vom prophetijdhen Geijt, ein frommer Priejter 
war er. Darum machte ihm auch die Tempelreinigung de8 Vofia groke 
Hreude und nach jeinem Bericht fonnte man meinen, e8 fet alles in be- 
fter Ordnung gewefen, indes Seremias ein gang anderes Bild gibt von | 
den betrithten Zujtanden unter dem Volf, eben 3u Yofias Beit. Dte 
gejdicdhtliden Mngaben in den Chrontfabiichern find auch nicht guver- 
lajfig. Wbias Heer 3ahlte 400,000, das de$ Berobeam 800,000 
Mann; aus diefen 800,000 follen 500,000 durch die 400,000 erfchla- 
gen worden fein. Dag ijt mehr als unmahr{deinticd. 


3. Der PGrediger Salomo mag wohl auc am Sdlujfe des Erxils 
entitanden fein, wie da8 Cjtherbuch und die Chronifablicer. Das 
Viichlein enthalt manden verniinftigen Gedanfen, manchen guten Nat: 
_Swahre deinen Fup, wenn du gum Gaufe Gottes gehjt und nabhe 
dich Lieber 3u Hdren, al8 wie die Toren, Opfer gu bringen.” ,, Veijler, 
dak du nits gelobejt, als dah du gelobeft und nicht erfirlleft.“” ,,Grb 
nicht acht auf alle Reden, damit du nicht Horejt, wie det Knecht dir 
fludt.” Bisweilen cine gute Beobadtung: ,Die Weisheit marht den 
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Werjen ftarfer als zehn Gewaltige.” Kein Menfeh ijt geredht auf Er- 
den, der — nicht jiindige.” ,,Gott hat den Nienfden gerade gefcjat- 
fen; aber fie fuchen viele Ranfe.” Cr‘ hat bemerft, dak eS mandpnal 
mit der Nechtspflege iibel ftebt: ,, 3h jah Statten des Gerichts, da war 
ein gottlofes Wejen, und Statten der Geredhtiqfett, da waren Gott- 
lofe. Da dachte ich in meinem Herzen: Gott muk ricdten den Geredhten 
und den Gottlofen!” (38, 16 u. 17). Sa wohl! fonjt gabe es am Unde 
fein echt mehr gerade fiir den Gerechten. Was follen wir aber jagen 
zu dem, was wir 8, 18—22 [ejen: ,,E8 geht dent Menjden, wie vem 
Pieh; wie dies ftirbt, fo jtirbt er auch etc. C8 fithrt alles an cinen 
Ort; cs ift alles von Staub gemacht und wird wieder gu Staub etc.” 
Mufgrund diejer Xusjpritche hat mir vor etlicen Bahren ein Woventi- 
jtenprediger beweijen wollen, da} der Mtenjch nach) dem SterSen tot, 
maustot jet und feine Geele nicht jortlebe. (Crjt in ferner Sufuntt 
werde Gott etwas aferiwecen, da8 alS Subjftitut fiir den einjt ge- 
wejnen Menjden gelten miijje ete. Sch antwortete ihm: Wir Chritten 
fehopfen unfere Glaubensfage aus den Evangelten und den Schriften 
Der Apojtel und nicht aus dem Buch eines peffimijtifdhen, banferotten 
Philofophen. Das eine Gleichnis vom reihen Ytann und dem armen 
Lazarus jdmeike ihm fetne Theorie iiber den Haufen, denn betde leb- 
ten nach ihrem Sterben. 


Uebrigens glaubte der Brediger nicht an vollige Vernichtury des 
Menfcen im Sterben, denn 12, 7 lejen wir: ,Der Starth imu wieter 
3ur Erde fommen, wie er gewefen ijt, und der Geijt wieder 3 Gott, 
Der ihn gegeben hat.” Aber wie? ALS perjonlicdes Wejen, oder als 
verfehmindender Sauch? das jagt er nicht. Gottesfurdht jchartt er cin 
und Gottes Gericdte nahnt er gu bedenfen (11, 9; 12, 138. 14). 213 
Nehemia nad Serufjalem fam munterte er das verzagte Volt au*s mit 
dem troftvollen Wort: , Die Freude an Yebhova ijt eure Starfe! Bem 
PBrediger ijt von Wreude an Yehova feine Spur. Der Prediger weif 
pon den Verbheibungen nichts; fitr thn gibt eS fein Soffer auf deretm- 
jtige Vollendung de8 Nortigreidhes Gottes. Nein Hoffen auf den Sot- 
teSfnedht, dén Davidjohn.” Die Vfraeliten, deren e8 3u Malach: ett 
erbarmlich jelecht ging, fragen: ,Worin hat Sehova uns geliebt? Wo 
ift Der Gott de3 Gericdht3? E8 ijt umfonjt, dak man Gott dienet” (1, 
2; 2,17; 3.14). Mander Ausfpruch des Predigers hat mit dieien 
Worten nod) pactende 2ehnlicdhfeit, fagt Geb und urtetlt tiber den Pre- 
diger alfo: , Wie iit e8 modglid) bon diejem Buch gu riihmen, c8 jet aus 
Gottes Geift entiprungen, von Gottes Geift durchatmet? Cin {ebens- 
miider Grets ijt der Prediger, der aus dem reidjen GlaubenSerbe fer- 
nes Volfes nur jo viel Brot fiir jeine Seele gerettet hat, dak fie nicht 
Hungers jtirbt.” 

Es ift von nicht infpirierten Vitdhern des Alten und Neuen Vefta- 
ments die Rede getvejen. E8 find bor allem die Gefdhistsbiiher. Wber 
dDiefe mdjt injpirterten Schriften find nichts weniger als eine Profan- 


Uber Snjpivation. Q55 


fiteratur. Dte Verfajjer waren zumtei! Propheten: Mojes, Sanmel, 
Nathan und andre; zum Teil waren e§ Fromme, ernjte Manner: E8ra, 
Nehemia und der Verfajjer der Chronifabiider. Mur unter Wottes 
Mufficht und Leitung fonnte Sfrael eine folche Gefdhichts{hreibung er- 
Halten, die biz in die Urgeit hinausreicht und fich vor der Sefchichte 
anderer Volfer auszetdnet, wie Sfrael als BVolf fice vor andern Bsl- 
fern auszetdnete. Mlan hat gefagt, nidt Serodet, fondern Ytof2s fei 
der Vater der Gejchidte. uch fir die auperifraelitijhe Gejchichte ift 
das Wte Tejtament, foweit jie in demfelben berithrt wird, die siver- 
laffigite Quelle.” Rein geringerer al$ M. von Niebuhr fagt: ,,.sang 
allein da3 Wite Teftament macht von der patriotifdhen Unwaheheit eine 
Wusnahme; nie verhiillt und verjdweigt eS ein Unglitc® de8 Bolfss, 
dejjen Gejcicte in ifm dargejtellt ijt. Seine Wahrhajtigqteit ijt tas 
Hoddhjte in der Gejchichtesfchreibung, auch fiir den, der an feine gottlide 
Sujpiration glaubt. B3ugleich muff ich fiir das Wlte Teftament wie 
die unbedingte Wabhrhajtigfeit, jo auch die genauejte Richtigfett unter 
allen GejchichtSquellen in Anjprucd) nebmen. Diefe Erfenntnis ijt in 
unjerer Seit fichtbar durcdgedrungen, und diejenigen, welde das Weag- 
werfen der Bicher des UWiten Bundes noch nicht als Srevel betrachten, 
perurteilen e8 wenigjten$ al8 altmodijdhe Gefchmaclofigfeit.” Go 
Marcus v. Miebubr, ein Kenner der Gefchidte der alten Volfer wie 
wenitg andere. Sein Urteil ijt von hochjtem Wert. 

Wie Wehtung vor der Gefchicte Vjraels im Wlten Tejtament. 
Wuch vor der Urgefchichte in den elf erften Rapiteln de8 Genefis. E8 
ijt beilige Gefchichte, wenn auch nicht bom Geijt Gottes diftiert. Die 
gering|dhabige BVeurtetlung, die dem Wlten Teftament auch in diefen 
Heften je und je widerfubr, fommt von der deitiftijhen Wunderfdeu 
her. 83 gibt feine unverninftigere Philojophie alS der Oeismus, der 
Gott und die Welt, Gott und die Menfchen jo boneinander fcjeidet, dah 
allerdings von gottliden Cinwirfungen, Offenbarungen, Wundern, 
Rede und Snipiration nicht die Rede fein fann. Der gu Gott gefdaf- 
fene Menfc, der nad) Gemeinfdaft mit Gott fich fehnende Getft mufs 
fic) beim Detsmus recht verwaift und frojtig fiihlen in der Welt. 

Die jamtliden Prophetenbiidher jind von der Rritif als authen- 
tijd anerfannt worden, d. h. als Schriften von den Verfafjern herr-i- 
rend, deren Itamen fie tragen. WWusgenonmmen ijt ein Teil de3 Daniel, 
der in der Beit der Ntaffabaer entitanden fein foll. Dak Sefaja 40— 
60 gurgeit der Wiederfehr aus der Gefangen{daft gejdrieben worden 
benimmt dem Wert des Buches nicht das Geringite. 

Die Propheten haben durch Ynjpiration geredet. Das fagen fie 
felbft. Denn fie nennen ihre Reden und Wufzerdnungen gum Teil 
Gefidte und bezeichnen fie als iibernatiirlide Offenbarungen. Sum 
Teil empfingen fie Offenbarungen durch innere Cinfpradhe. Darum 
heigt e8 oft: ,Das Wort des Herrn gefdah 3u Sona, 3u Seremia ete.,” 
oder: ,,So jpricjt der Serr ete.” ,,Der Mund des Herrn hat eS ge- 
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redet.” Sie redeten, was ifnen nur durd Offenbarung gegeben jem 
fonnte. Der Taufer war ein Prophet, denn nur aus Ynfpiration 
founte er wiffen, day der vor thn Hingetretene unbefannte Wann der 
Meffias fei. Boh. 1, 2I—33. Bon Meleachi ijt das Kommen des 
Tiuiers geweisfagt: 3, 1 und 23 ff. Haggai, vom Geijt Gottes er- 
weet und durdhdrungen, regte da ermattete Volf gum Crfer im Tem- 
pelbau an. ,Gacharja bat tiefe Blice getan in Sjraels Sdhulo, in 
Gottes Erbarmen, in da8 CinSwerden der foniglicen und prtejterlt- 
den Gewalt, in da8 Crwadjen de8 Haufes aus der Siuhnung, im die 
Erhebung de3 Verfiihners zum Konigtuim! Veit cinem Wort: mm das 
pon Sefu vollbradte Werf. Diefer Blick ijt fiir getjtlich gejinnte Yten- 
fen ein Beichen der Snfpiration.” Haggai fonnte den Tag ange- 
ben, an tweldhein dc8 HSerrn Wort 3u thm gejchah: Hag. 1, 1. 15; 2, 1. 
10. 20. Go auch bet Sacharja: 1, 7; 7, 1. — Wir miiffen uns frurg 
fajjen: We Bropheten haben aus Bnfpiration geredet; denn jie haben 
geweisjagt (die3 bon Soel an); und Weisjagungen fonnew nur aus 
Snjpiration gefchehen. Viele WerSfaqungen find in Erfiullung gegan- 
gen; und da8 Erfiillte verbiirgt die Crfiillung deS Uebrigen. 

Die alten Kulturvoslfer Hatten alle ihre Didter, PBhilojophen, 
StaatSmanner und Gefdhichts}chreiber und eine retche Literatur. Ytan 
jtaunt iiber die berrlichen Vcijtungen der begabten Romer, Grieden, — 
Perfer, Sndier und Chinejen. Wher die Prophetenbiicher Sfraels ha- 
ben ibres Gleichen nicht. Sn ihren Biichern haben die Heiden nieder- 
geleqt, was in der Natur und un$ im menfdhlichen Geift dent Itach- 
denfen fich erfchloB. Die heidnt{chen Dichter und DQenfer waren ,,Welt- 
weife,“” von Theologie ijt nur bei den wentagiten etwas 3u finden. Da- 
bet feblte e8 den Yretjtern an jittlicer Neinheit und allen an Univer- 
faligmus. We waren auf thr Volf und ibre Zeit befdhranft. Die 
Propheten allein haben nicht aus der Erde heraus und aus threm 
Geijt geredet. Bei ibnen haben wir Gottesoffenbarung und die Dar- 
lequng eines gottlichen Weltplanes, der alle Volfer umfakt. Ste ha- 
ben das Reich de8 Wrejjtas, des Herlandes der Welt geweisfagt, und 
dabei den Kampf gehabt nit einer qottlojen Gegenwart; Bruwe haben 
fie predigen miijjen al$ Weg zur Gnade und beffere Zeit; was man 
fonft nirgends hatte finden fonnen. | 


Die Prophetenbiicher miiffen aber mit Liebe, Ehrfurdht und Ge- 
dtd ftudtert werden, fonjt werden fie nicht verjtanden, oder mifver- 
jtanden und mibbraucht. Zur Crbauung eignen fie fic) nicht recht; fie 
tretben grope Politif und nur Cingelnes pat gu unfern fleinen GBe- 
durfniffen. Wer da3 Wunder, aljo auch die Snfpiration, nicht glaubt, 
mu die Bropheten fiir gutmiitige Phantajten oder bewute Vetriiger 
halten. Das wagen unfere Deijten freilic) nicht offen herauszufagen. 

/ Dah swijdhen den Bjalmen in Betreff der geijtlicen Praft ein 
gewaltiger Unterfdhied, nif; jeder fpliren der dort Nahrung fucdt. 3u 
folden mie 90, 103, 130, 139 fann man nidt oft genug zuriidfebren, 
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weil hier eine Fille von urfpriinglicden Erlebniffen, Gedanften und 
Liefblicen tit; aber 3ur Hervorbringung von 105, 106 und mand 
anderen brauchte e$ feine Qufpiration,” fagt Ge. Den Unterjdhied 
merft der Erbauung fudende Lefer auch woh! und geht iiber mancen 
Pjahn Hintweg. Es gibt noch mehr als die genannten, die man 3u den 
injptrierten 3ablen fann; aber mancdes Lied unjeres Gejangbuces ijt 
getjtboellr und erbaulicer al8 mande Pjalmen. 

Geb redet bon Ynipriration in den Sedodpfungsberidten und 
fagt , :-Welche Majejtat in diefent Sprechen-Sdhaffen! Der pbhilojfo- 
phijce Geijt der Griechen hat, fo lange er bon der biblifden Offenba- 
rung unberiihrt blich, dieje Hohe niemals erreicht. Wer gum erften 
Wal das Werden der Welt guriicfgefiubrt hat auf Gottes Syrecden, 
war ficher ein einjpirierter Mann.” C8 ijt ficher die cingiq Gottes 
wiirdige Weije, daB die Welt durch Gottes freien Willen entitanden 
ijt. Die Bibel braucht fich nicht 31 fehamen mit ibrer Urgefdhidte. Dte 
Hetdnijdhe Vtythologie hat nichts qeliefert, das fo verniinftig und pfy- 
chulogifdh wahr ware. Man hat die Gefchichte bon den erjten Menjd&en 
wahre, aber nicht wirflice Gefchichte genannt. Gie fann aber wirf- 
lich fein, und wir tun am bejten wenn wir jie nehmen, ivie fie lautet, 
Damit mir nicht aus der Wahrheit cinen Wtythus und dann aus dem 
Miythus eine Wahrheit machen. 

Zum Sdlup jebe ich Hier ein Wort ber Snjpiration von Nouge- 
mont hin: ,Die Metormatoren waren qroke Verehrer der Schrift and 
Ciferer fiir iby gottliches Wnjehen, und doch urteilten fie fehr fret und 
unverholen iiber ifre Wangel, Dunfelheiten und Schiwierigfeiten 
Darin; fie qaben eingelne Widerjpritche und Ungenauigfeiten gu, und 
vergagen ob der gottliden Wirfung nie — die menjdlidhe Vitwirfing 
bei — der WXbfajjung des Wortes Gottes: Go Luther, fo Calvin, fo 
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entjtand eine iibertriebene Wenagftlichfcit titr Die Wnerfernnung der vol- 
ligen Tadellojigfcit der Hf. Schrift und eine Wipfennung der menjd- 
[iden Seite davon. WMtan nahm diefelbe nicht jo wie Gott fie gegeben 
hat, jondern man jtellte cin Syjtent tiber die Bibel her, das mit der 
Wirklidfeit nicht gujammenjtimmte . . . . diejem Syjtent (der Ver- 
balinjpiration) meffe ic) immer Teil der Schuld 3u, dats fic) Gegner 
der Schrift berechtigqt halten, den jtrengen Vibelqlauben als cine wif- 
fenjchaftliche Unredlidfeit oder als eine blinde Geiftesbefchranttheit 
darzujtellen und gu verleumden. Das Sehriftwort erlaubt und ver- 
langt eine freie Behandlung und BVeurterlung, injofern der Blicf and 
das Herz offen bleibt fiir Gottes Wnteil an der Heiltqen Schrift, darf 
und foll auch fiir die menfdchlide Form und Scite dabon Hergz und ug 
offen bleiben.” 

Nougemont macht auch darauj aufmerffam, dafs der Herr und dte 
Whoftel de$ Alten Teftaments auch frei behandelt und nie genau wort- 
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aud) auf Unvollfommenbeiten der Schrift aujnierffam gemacht werden. 
Der Glaube rubht nicht auf Buchftaben, jondern auf dem Geijt und 
gottlicber Rraft. 

Doh im wir von Herzen danfbar, dak wir authentifche Schrif- 
ten trener Seugen haben; und die Schrift bleibt doch Das Bundament 
unjeres Glaubens und der Rirde. Der Geijt der in alle Wahrheit 
feitet, bedarf de3 Wortes zur Crleuchtung. 


A Study of the Relationship in Lutheranism 
and Calvinism: 
Vital Problem of Protestantism in America 


By Rev. J.'H. Horstmann, Eprror oF THE EVANGELICAL HFRALD 

Without doubt the outstanding feature of religious develop- 
ment in the United States during the past two decades was the closer 
approach to one another on the part of the Protestant denomina- 
tions. For a quarter of a century the Foreign Mission Conference 
of North ‘America, following the trend toward fraternal cooperation 
which has long been apparent on the foreign fields, has been deepen- 
ing the consciousness of unity among foe ‘Protestant missionary 
reas. promoting a true science of {missions, providing for the study 
of common robles. and working jointly in the interest of the 
boards composing it.’ In 1908 the movement toward unity and co- 
operation represented by the ‘Evangelical Alliance and the National 
Federation of Churches and ‘Christian Workers, thru the medium 
of the Inter-Church Conference on Federation, which had been held 
in New 'York in! 1905, combined to form the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in ‘America, an officially and ecclesiastically con- 
stituted body, organized for the purpose of more fully manifesting 
the essential oneness of the Christian Churches of America, in Jesus 
Christ as their divine Lord and Saviour, to promote the spirit of 
fellowship, service and cooperation among them. Almost simul- 
taneously with the Federal Council there came into being the Home 
Missions ‘Council, with similar aims in the field of home missions as 
those pursued by the Foreign Missions Conference in its sphere. The 
past decade has witnessed a remarkable development in the outreach 
and efficiency of all these ; agencies. 

Many earnest Christians in all denominations, however, felt 
very keenly that neither federation nor cooperation, valuable and 
necessary as each certainly was jto the extension and progress of the 
kingdom of God on earth, could reach the ideal of Christian unity 
presented in John |17: 21 and Eph. 4:'3-6. The Conference on Or- 
ganic Union of the Churches, called by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. A., and held at Philadelphia Dee. 
4—6, 1918, a full discussion of which appeared in the preceding 


A Study in the Relationship of Lutheranism and Calvinism. 259 


issue of this magazine, was an attempt at a closer approach to this 
ideal. 

Believing that all these movements toward a common ground 
for |Christian faith and works were wholly in line with historic Evan- 
gelical ideals and principles, our Church regarded it as her duty 
to be represented at such meetings, and to take active part in the 
endeavors to realize a closer \Christian fellowship, cooperation and 
unity. More than that, it was even felt that because of these very 
ideals and principles our Church could not ignore these movements 
or fail to take part in them without denying her very character and 
becoming faithless to her fundamental purpose and her most pre- 
cious traditions. The Evangelical Synod was founded with the pur- 
pose of promoting the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and 
of bringing about organic union between Lutheran and Reformed 
Churches wherever possible. To hold aloof from movements like 
those described above would mean a deliberate denial of her essential 
character and a virtual abandonment of her high and noble aspira- 
tions. The writer’s article, “The Unity of the Spirit” in the preced- 
ing issue, which embodied the gist of the series “That They May-All 
Be One,” in the Evangelical Herald of 1917, sought to make clear 
that this ideal principle of the Reformation is the essential contribu- 
tion which the Evangelical |Church seeks to make to the religious life 
and development of the nation. The Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica cannot grow into a living virile organism without such a unity 
of the spirit in the bond of peace. 

To be sure, those present at the Philadelphia Conference re- 
cognized clearly the very great obstacles in the way of such an or- 
ganic union of the Churches iof ‘Christ in ‘America. Tho the spirit 
of doctrinal strife and dissension, of denominational rivalry and 
competition which characterized the last half of the nineteenth cen- 
tury has very largely given place to a more peaceful spirit of coopera- 
tion, deep-seated differences of thought and practice still call for 
frank discussion and fair-minded adjustment. While there is un- 
deniably a strong tendency toward getting together within the 
groups of more or less closely related denominations, as is indicated 
by the organization of the Council of the Reformed Churches of 
America ‘Holding the Presbyterian System, the Ecumenical Meth- 
odist ‘Conference, the recent consolidation of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran bodies, and the merger of the General Synod, the General 
Council, and the United Synod, South, into the United Lutheran 
Church, yet these very tendencies are only making clearer the deeper 
fundamental differences which constitute the most formidable ob- 
stacles to the real and general union of Protestant bodies. The new 
alignments now taking place are only making more clear the two 
antagonistic elements that need to be inwardly reconciled before 
anything like outward and organic union can be expected. In the . 
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last analysis Lutheranism and Calvinism, which divided European 
Protestantism into two hostile camps in the sixteenth century, still 
remain the divisive factors in the twentieth. In the light of pres- 
ent conditions their relationship, we believe, constitutes a vital prob- 
lem of Protestantism in America. We also believe that a study of 
this relationship, in the free and democratic atmosphere of Ameri- 
can religious thought, is necessary at the present time, and that it 
will help materially to find a solution of the problem. 

And in spite of the fact that, as Pastor Niebuhr has pointed 
out in his article “Where Shall We Go ?”, there is no longer a reason- 
able possibility of realizing the aim with which the Evangelical 
Synod was founded, i. e., that of bringing about a union between 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches, we nevertheless believe that the 
Evangelical Church still has a task, indeed, its one great task to per- 
form, tho perhaps in a somewhat different manner than its founders: 
imagined and many of its present-day leaders think. As long as 
the German language was practically the only channel thru which 
the Evangelical idea could become known, there was no opportunity 
for the Synod to make her contribution to American religious life,. 
nor does it seem as tho, during the past three-quarters of a century, 
the time was ripe for making this contribution. Fully equipped,. 
however, as she is now, to carry on her entire work in the language 
of the country, there is no longer any obstacle in the way of giving 
freely and fully what she has to give. The urgent need of Ameri- 
can Protestantism for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, as 
well as the whole trend of Evangelical history, teaching and organi- 
zation seem to say to the Evangelical Church, as did Mordecai to- 
Queen Esther, “And who knoweth whether thou art not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” Nor do we think that aspirations: 
such as these “verge on an egotism that is as ridiculous as it is sub-- 
lime.” ‘They arise out of a sincere and serious conception of duty,. 
from the consciousness of possessing a valuable talent, from which 
the Lord who gave it expects the largest possible return, and from. 
the eager desire to use even the little power bestowed upon our 
Church for the purpose of rendering as large a service as possible to- 
all the followers of the Master. And it would not be the first time 
in the history of the kingdom that God chose the weak things of the: 
world for the accomplishments of His great purposes, or that they 
who occupy the lowest place are called to go up higher. 

In.making such a study of the relationship between Lutheran;. ~ 
ism and Calvinism it seems advantageous to {follow the historical’ 
method, 1. e., to review briefly the course of religious development 
in the United States ‘and to trace the influence which each has had? 
upon the life and thought of the nation as a whole. For Lutheran- 
ism and Calvinism as they exist today are not separate, independent 
developments, but kindred and related systems of thoughts, which» 
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fiave become what they are as a result of reactions upon one another 
under the influence of political movements and events and the pe- 
culiarities of racial and national temperament. If we shall be able 
to visualize for ourselves the essential characteristics of Lutheran- 
ism and Calvinism, and the part which each has played in American 
religious life, as well as their relationship to the whole body of that 
development, we shall know whether or not it is possible to recon- 
cile their conflicting tendencies, and, if so, what steps will bring 
about such a desirable result. We ‘are assuming at the outset, what 
is undoubtedly the meaning of four centuries of North American 
political and religious history, that the destiny of the New World 
will be dominated by Protestant ideals. Convinced as, we are that 
Protestantism represents the truest and loftiest interpretation of 
Christianity, it is naturally of the utmost importance that the highest 
conception of Protestant ideals should prevail, and that there should 
be the largest possible unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace in all 
the efforts to realize them. In view of 'the determining influence 
which American ideals have secured in every part of the world as 
a result of the war, and in view of the peril to that influence which 
a divided Protestantism involves, the relation between Lutheranism 
and Calvinism certainly is one, if not the one, vital problem of Pro- 
testantism in America. 


Tur DEsTINY oF AMERICANISM IS PROTESTANT 

The beginning of American history, it is true, did not seem to 
promise Protestant supremacy. On the contrary, for over two hun- 
dred years there seemed to be every indication that Roman Cathol- 
icism would prevail in the New World as it'had in the Old. Altho 
the discovery of America came just at a time when the bright light 
of the pure Gospel was beginning to supplant the dense darkness 
which had prevailed in Europe during the Middle Ages, it seemed 
at first as if Roman Catholic rulers were to direct the destiny of the 
New World. Spanish adventurers explored ‘North America from 
Florida to California, and an army of monks and priests, com- 
manded by the crown to convert the natives to the Catholic faith 
under penalty of slavery and death, accompanied or followed every 
expedition. One cannot help but admire the intrepid heroism of 
that crusade thru the unmarked wilderness, the march often arrested 
by bloody battles, the advance sometimes turned into a retreat, and 
the persistance by which that column pressed on until a sacred city— 
Santa Fe—was founded on the wilderness heights of New Mexico, 
and the adventurous missionaries had claimed the entire Pacific 
coast for queen and pope. The enterprise had the power of a great 
state and a great Church behind it, and humanly speaking, nothing 
should have ‘been able to withstand the forces led by a Cortez and a 
DeSoto and their associates and inspired by religious leaders ready 
to crown their ambitions with martyrdom. 
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But the first impress of Christian truth upon the people of 
the New World came from a land where the ashes of superstition 
had almost quenched the flame of true spiritual life, and it came at 
a time when the standards of the Inquisition still ruled the minds of 
prince and priest. And in spite of their intensely heroic devotion 
the messengers who would bring the kingdom of Christ to the New 
World were still too firmly bound with the fetters of superstition 
to make clear the true spirit of Gospel truth and freedom. ‘The 
Indians rose against their missionaries and drove them out, and to- 
day every vestige of Spanish influence has practically disappeared. 
Says Prof. O’Gorman, the Roman Catholic historian, “Names of 
saints in melodious Spanish stand out from maps in all that section 
where the Spanish monks trod, toiled and died. A few thousand 
Christian Indians, descendants of those they converted and civilized, 
survive in New Mexico and Arizona, And that is all.” 

Long before the Spanish empire in ‘America began to crumble, 
French adventurers and explorers began to claim ihe northern por- 
tion of North America for their king. From Port Royal and Quebec 
they ascended the St. Lawrence, penetrated the Great Lakes region 
and floated down the Mississippi to its mouth. The conquest of the 
vast lake region for France is largely due to the heroism of the Jesuit 
missionaries, whose patient endurance and self-devotion won the 
respect and affection of the Indians, and gave the French an influ- 
ence over the savage tribes which no other people ever possessed. If 
the kingdom of God could come with observation, victory would 
have been inevitable under the lead of civilians like LaSalle and 
Joliet, and missionary heroes like Marquette, and with a line of 
military and missionary stations reaching into the very heart of 
America. “Behind them was the power of France and the Roman 
Church, and their movements jwere guided by a statesman like 
Richelieu, by a pope like Gregory, and carried out on the field by a 
covisecrated purpose rarely equaled in the annals of sacred or secular 
heroism.” 

Yet all this was unavailing. Tver tho the ‘French mission- 
aries had a loftier and more sympathetic message for the savages, 
and tho they had accomplished some measure of results in the heart 
of the country even before John Elliot undertook to preach to the 
Indians living only six miles from Boston ‘harbor, the first half 
of the eighteenth century witnessed the passing of all they had ac- 
Eealished. They had fasts and forms but no spiritual life to give 
to their converts; they baptized but they could not build character, 
and their swift and splendid heroism left no memorial to survive 
its generation. 

Such was the first impact of European Christianity upon North 
America, and the reason for its dismal failure is very evident. Ma- 
terial gain and territorial aggrandizement were the chief aim of 
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_ Spanish and French explorations, and missionary efforts were only 
incidental. And since the message these missionaries brought, with 
all the heroism exhibited in transmitting it, was as unspiritual and 
insufficient as the motive of the expeditions was unworthy and de- 
moralizing, we need not wonder that Roman Catholicism gained no 
permanent foothold on |American soil in the early days of our his- 
tory. 

And later Roman Catholic history in the United States makes 
a better showing only because of the enormous volume of immigra- 
tion from Catholic countries in Europe. Even the wise and splen- 
did toleration toward ‘Protestants established in the Catholic colony 
of Maryland—an open avowal that Maryland was to be an asylum 
for English Catholics, and that Reformation principles would not 
be tolerated, would have been met with a storm of protest in Eng- 
Jand and America—failed to make the Church of Rome popular in 
the colonies. For many years all the colonies except Pennsylvania 
enforced severe laws against Roman Catholics, and at the time of 
the Revolution the Catholic population in all the colonies amounted 
to barely 25,000. But altho the growth of the Catholic Church in 
the United States has been phenomenal, as compared with Protes- 
tant denominations, its losses must have been enormous when the 
immense and steady volume of immigration from Catholic coun- 
tries in Europe during the past fifty years is considered. A few 
years ago a prominent Catholic periodical reproached the Church 
vehemently for neglecting to take care properly of Catholic immi- 
grants, declaring that if the Church had been able to hold all its 
immigrant members, the Catholic population of the country would 
be forty million instead of twelve. 

Other signs of a waning Catholic influence are the fact that the 
appropriations of public money for Catholic Indian schools, have 
ceased for some years, and especially the growing influence of the 
laymen, notably along social service lines, as the recent Bishops’ 
Manifesto, ‘as published in the New York Nation, clearly shows. 
Hitherto the Church has been one of the great bulwarks of conser- 
vatism and has held entirely aloof from the discussion of the social 
struggle. There are features in this pronunciamento, however, which 
any Bolshevist could well applaud, and the whole document shows 
clearly the extent to which liberal and democratic forces and ideas 
are gaining the upper hand in the Church. The war has also evi- 
dently weakened the authority of the hierarchy in many ways, es- 
pecially the all-pervading influence of the interdenominational re- 
ligious and humanitarian war work organizations. While the in- 
fluence of Romanism will still be strongly manifest in many locali- 
ties, and while attempts will no doubt still be made to “make Amer- 
ica Catholic,” no intelligent student of American religious life can 
deny that the destiny of America is and ever will remain Protestant. 
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CaLvINisM DoMINANT IN CoLontraL ReELIcious LIFE 

If the destiny of America is Protestant, the character of the 
Protestantism that is to prevail naturally becomes a matter of vi- 
tal importance. _Who were the permanent settlers who established 
Protestantism-in. America, and of what character was the influence 
which predominated during the formative period of American in- 
stitutions ? 

Early in the seventeenth century English colonists began to 
settle along the Atlantic coast, at Jamestown in 1607, and at Ply- 
mouth in 1620. At Jamestown the doctrines and ritual of the 
Church of England.was rigidly enforced; there was no freedom of 
worship, and no adherents of the papacy were permitted to enter. 
Stringent regulations protecting the Sabbath and the support of the 
ministry were passed. Efforts to Christianize the Indians were 
made, education was not neglected, but there was no protest against - 
the introduction of slavery. Under Governor Berkeley’s regime 
4,000 non-conformists were obliged to seek refuge in the more liberal 
atmosphere of Catholic Maryland. Orderly and dignified worship 
according to the canons of the Church of England, with all the weak- 
nesses and faults of the time, were the Virginian contribution to 
the beginnings of American religious life. 

The motives and ideals of the colonists who came to Plymouth 
were very different from those of the Jamestown settlers. The con- 
ception of the Jamestown colony was chiefly commercial and polit- 
ical, tho not without the desire to extend the power of the English 
Church. The Pilgrims, on the other hand, sought a place where they 
might found a new commonwealth in religious freedom, regardless 
of material or political advantage. These earnest, forward-looking 
souls sought a more spiritual reformation than any that had yet been 
made, and in order to liberate the Church from the corruption that 
had been fastened upon it, and to put an end to religious persecution, 
they separated themselves from the Church and from the world in 
order to make a new beginning in a new world. They desired an 
independent Church free to grow as the Spirit of the Lord directed. 

This difference in character naturally became manifest in the 
life and influence that went out from the colony. When the first 
harvest had been gathered the spontaneous gratitude of the settlers 
found expression fn a \general ‘day and feast of thanksgiving, to 
which the Indians were also invited. The treaty with Chief Massa- 
soit was sacredly kept for more than fifty years. Ten years after 
the landing at Plymouth John Eliot began to devote himself to the 
study of Algonquin, and after fourteen years completed his monu- 
mental work of translating the entire Bible into that language, and 
his faithful, patient and successful effort to convert the Indians is 
a marvel missionary achievement. The ‘Puritans who settled at 
Salem nine years after the Pilgrims came to Plymouth, “to separ- 
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ate,” they said, “not from the Church of ‘England, but from its cor- 
ruptions,” were careful to found the church and the school together, 
and in 1649 education was compulsory in every New England colony 
except Rhode Island. Strict observance of the Sabbath was a marked 
feature of religious life as it was at Jamestown, and numerous laws 
to punish violations were rigidly enforced. The people were hos- 
tile to slavery and economic conditions reinforced the New England 
conscience in keeping the colonies free from the curse of this insti- 
tution. 

The hard conditions of life and the stern conceptions of re- 
hgion markedly influenced the entire life of the people. The laws 
in general were patterned after the Old Testament, and regulated 
the minutest details of life. Arson, blasphemy and the abuse of par- 
ents were punishable by death. For minor offenses the stocks, the 
ducking stool, pillory and whipping post were used, and great pub- 
licity was given to all kinds of punishment. Intense earnestness, 
intellectual activity, hatred of all resemblance of priestly rule, and 
intolerance toward other sects, were marked features of New Eng- 
land character. 

The majority of the English colonists, from Cape Cod to the 
Potomac, and the Scotch and Scotch-Irish who came after, were 
Calvinists and brought with them those conceptions of Christianity 
which exalt the sovereignty of God, emphasize the freedom and the 
causality of man and find expression in a serious and conscientious 
idea of duty toward God and man. 

Besides the English, the Dutch, the Swedes and the Germans 
were among the early permanent settlers of America, founding col- 
onies in New Amsterdam in 1623, in Wilmington in 1638, and in 
Germantown, near Philadelphia, 1n'1683. The Dutch settiers were 
Calvinistic, tho there were a few Lutherans among them; the Ger- 
man settlers were largely Lutheran, with a Reformed or Calvinistic 
minority, while the Swedes were wholly Lutheran. The Dutch 
treated the Lutherans with great harshness, and a Lutheran pastor 
sent over from Amsterdam in 1657 was forced to return to Europe. 
Greater freedom was secured, however, when the English took pos- 
session of New Amsterdam in 1664. 

From the above rapid survey it appears that Protestantism 
was in the ascendency at the beginning of the only permanent set- 
tlements in the American colonies at that time, and that the Calvin- 
istic type of Protestantism dominated the religious life and thought 
of the people. The Lutheran churches which existed were too few 
and scattered to exert any appreciable influence upon the develop- 
ment of religious life and thought. 

Another article, in the September issue, will outline the later 
development of these two types of Protestantism, their essential 
characteristics, and their present-day relations. 
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The Church and the Kingdom 


C. SPRENGER 


That the Christian Church has, in Jesus’ Gospel of the King- 
dom, a message that is as perfectly adapted to saving society as to 
saving the individual, goes without saying; but she has not yet ap- 
propriated all the spiritual forces and values contained in that Gos- 
pel. She has not yet made the kingdom of God on earth, the reign 
of the spirit of Christ in all the relationships of life and in all the 
institutions of society her primary and supreme aim. Lamenting 
her sectarian divisions, for which her very largest denominations are 
themselves chiefly responsible, she is still, even today, clinging 
practically everywhere, except in her foreign mission fields, to an out- 
grown individualistic interpretation of the Gospel, and that in the 
midst of a civilization that is becoming increasingly collective and 
is sinking beneath the tremendous temptations of modern wealth 
and power for the very lack of just the social ideal that the Gospel— 
and only the Gospel—can ‘give. But have not the churches exper- 
ienced a social awakening during the last fifteen years? Yes, we are 
glad to say they have, but the resulting'social interest in the churches 
still continues to be vague and groping, timid and inefficient. As 
yet the churches have effectively organized the great spiritual forces 
of the Gospel against a few only of our great modern evils. “On 
the fundamental ethical questions of capitalism,” for example, “the 
Church has not yet made up its own mind—not to speak of enfore- 
ing the mind of Christ.” (1). In his address to the (first!) Church 
Peace Conference, Dr. Sidney L. Gulick calls attention to the apathy 
of the churches as such to all the pressing social, industrial and 
military problems of our times and attributes it chiefly to the in- 
dividualistic interpretation of Christianity still prevailing in the 
Church. “Christian preachers,” he says, “have failed to understand 
and to teach this central truth in the teaching of Jesus, that the 
Kingdom of which He spoke is here and now, and concerns all the 
relations of man with man. The Church accordingly has not felt 
called to face and solve the pressing problems of industry, of labor 
and capital.” (2). In the “Appeal to the Christian Churches,” is- 
sued by Swiss pastors at the beginning of the Great War, 
we find this sentence: “What the churches have done dur- 
ing these last centuries . . . against war and in favor of peace, 
is little or nothing in comparison with what they could and ought 
to have done in order to maintain faithful to the spirit of their di- 
vine Master, or even simply to follow the example of the Church 
of the Middle Ages in its efforts towards the establishment of the 
Truce of God.” Dr. Frederick Lynch, the Secretary of the Church 
¢) WwW. Rauschenbusch, The Social Principles of Jesus, p. 145. 

(*?) Frederick Lynch, Thru Europe on the Eve of War, p. 116. 
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Peace Union, does not regard this indictment of the churches as too 
severe, for in his own attempt to fix the blame for the Great ‘War 
he comes to the conclusion: “The Church is to blame,” and he adds, 
“perhaps this war will bring this truth home to her.” (3) To the 
same import, the late Dr. Rauschenbusch says: “It is the sin of 
Christendom that so few took this problem (of international peace) 
seriously until we were chastised for our moral stupidity and iner- 
Giaeit2):. 

Now if these criticisms of the Church, which could be amplified, 
are justified at all, then the churches ought to respond to the appeal 
of the Swiss pastors and “ought to humble themselves before God, 
and humbly to recognize that in the war on war. . . the churches 
have not taken the place and the position which was their duty and 
right.” (5) In short, the churches ought to recognize that in their 
emphasis on soul salvation they have neglected social salvation. “But 
this ye ought to have done, and not to have left the other undone.” 
“This neglect—this, so to speak, official neglect—of our Christian 
duty cannot longer continue without scandalizing the world and 
without covering with opprobrium the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is absolutely essential that all the churches which have at 
heart the glory of their Master and the advancement of the kingdom 
of God shall understand and undertake without delay, the task 
which thrusts itself upon their attention.” (6) That task, it hardly 
needs to jbe said, is the task of overcoming the tremendous forces of 
evil by bringing in the kingdom of God on earth, by christianizing 
the social order, including the international relations. This is a 
new task, to which the new insight of the Church summons it, but 
it is, after all, new only because it is so old, for it is the same task 
at which Jesus ‘Himself labored 19 centuries ago. It is a great task 
and demands great faith. “When the Son of man cometh shall He 
find the faith on the earth?” ‘That the Church finds herself so 
largely in arrears in the work of social righteousness and of bring- 
ing in the Kingdom argues unfaith, at many critical times, in the 
power of the Gospel. We must learn to believe in the Gospel again, 
for “nothing can prevent mankind from sinking beneath the tre- 
mendous temptations due to modern wealth and power save 
the creation of a strong religious life which shall lead us to con- 
secrate our control over nature to the process of bringing in the king- 
dom of God.” (7) “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand ; repent ye and believe in the Gospel.” 


(8) Thru Europe on the Eve of War, p. 108. 

(*) Thru Europe on the Eve of War, p. 106. 

(5) Thru Europe on the Eve of War, p. 107. 

(*°) Social Principles of Jesus, p. 26. 

(7) Gerald B. Smith, Social Idealism and the Changing Theology, p. 153- 
154. , 
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“The kingdom of God is at hand.” It is not a “concept nor an 
ideal merely, but an historical force . . . a vital and organizing 
energy now at work in humanity.” (8) Godis at work in humanity. 
“Let one compel himself definitely to state the inner moral and even 
religious implications of the modern scientific spirit, of the histor- 
ical spirit, of the determined attempt by psychology and sociology 
to reach the laws of psychical and social progress, and of the result- 
ing well nigh universal movements inspired by the passion for “inner 
health” and for social righteousness ;—to go further—and one will 
have deep and abiding reasons for believing that this is God’s world, 
and that he is at work in every part of it.” (9) Morover, “God 


thinks in action, and speaks in events.” The sledge-hammer blows 


with which the Almighty has chastised the world during the last 
five years show that He will use catastrophes to bring in His king- 
dom, if He cannot effectively use growth and development. And 
“the time is come for judgment to begin at the house of God.” Cath- 
erine Breshkovsky, “the little Grandmother of the Russian Revolu- 
tion,” recently said of the Russian Church: “The old church order 
perished with the Czar and it was just as deserving of being over- 
thrown.” And by all appearances the Russian Church is not the 
only church which the Almighty is visiting with His chastisements. 
Indeed, we all need to repent. And, to bring 'us to our senses, God 
is using the Socialist organizations as ‘His tools. “They must serve 
him, whether they will or not. ‘He that maketh the wrath of man 
to praise him, and the remainder of wrath he turneth aside.’ : 
God had to raise up Socialism because the organized ‘Church was 
too blind, or too slow, to realize God’s ends. The Socialist parties, 
their technical terms, and their fighting dogmas will pass away into 
ancient history when their work is done. The only thing that will 
last and the only thing that matters is the Reign of God in human- 
ity, and the Reign of God is vaster and higher than Socialism,” 
writes the late Dr. Rauschenbusch, and adds significantly, “the great 
danger is that our eyes will be blinded by ecclesiastical prejudices 
so that we do not know ‘God when he comes close to us.” (19) 

It is, therefore, a vital question for social progress what funda- 
mental attitude the churches are going to take in the reconstruction 
period just ahead of us to the forces—including the Socialist Labor 
Movement—that are striving to renovate our social order. “The 
re-establishment of the old-world order. . . has become intoler- 
able;....the law of brotherhood must supersede the law of the 
jungle,” says the Executive Committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches. But if we are, then, to construct a new social order, we 
(*) W. Rauschenbusch, A Theology for the Social Gospel, p. 165. 


(°) Henry Churchill King, The Moral and Religious Challenge of our 
Times, p. 161-162. 


(°) W. Rauschenbusch, Christianizing the Social Order, p. 405. 
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need to remember that “at the heart of all really constructive move- 
ments in society he two qualities: sympathy and faith.” The 
churches must be sympathetic to the Labor Movement, for it is one 
of the chiet forces that are striving to renovate our social order. La- 
bor is struggling to secure better conditions of life and its full rights 
in the family circle of humanity. “Its success . . . would mean 
the closing of the gap which now divides industrial society and the 
establishment of industry on the principle of solidarity and the 
method of cooperation. Christianity should enter into a working 
alliance with this rising class, and by its mediation secure the vic- 
tory of these principles by a gradual equalization of social oppor- 
tunity and power.” (11). But in order that the churches may do 
this, what is more needful than the recovery of that vision of the 
early Church that all men are brothers and co-heirs in the Kingdom 
of God? The Kingdom is the very purpose for which the Church 
exists. The Church needs a revival of the glorious Kingdom vision, 


not merely in order that she may assist in the solution of the problem 


of industry, of labor and capital, but she needs it for her own sake, 
in order that her various denominations may get together into a 
more comprehensive organic Evangelical Union. With its critical 
problems, the reconstruction period ahead of us virtually forces the 
denominations into an allegiance to a comprehensive program; in 
carrying out this program of reconstruction, however, the churches 
need the Kingdom vision in order that their cooperation with each 
other may not be merely forced, but intelligent and unselfish, sym- 
pathetic and enthusiastic. And if democracy is still to remain hon- 
estly our national ideal, then, too, we need the Kingdom vision for 
its realization, for real democracy is essentially spiritual and makes 
for brotherhood—the grand passion of the Christian religion. Thus 
we need the uniting force and the motor-power of the Bong tain 
ideal in many ways. 

For real reconstruction, therefore, we need sympathy and ane : 
sympathy with the forces that are even now striving for the renova- 
tion of our social order; and faith in the civilization of brotherly 
men, to which the whole creation moves. Are we sympathetic to the 
forces that are making for industrial democracy, without the attain- 
ment of which our political democracy will die? Do we believe in 
justice and liberty and universal education? Do we believe in the 
Kingdom of God, in which his will shall be done? Does the old 
prophetic spirit live in us? We need that spirit, for, as James 
Russel Lowell says: 

“The time is ripe, and rotten- ripe, for change; 
Then let it come; I have no dread of what 

Ts called for by the instinct of mankind ; 

Nor think I that God’s world will fall apart 


(7) W. Rauschenbusch, Christianity and the Social Crisis, p. 414. 
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Because we tear a parchment more or less. 
Truth is eternal, but her influence 
With endless change is fitted to the hour ; 
Her mirror is turned forward to reflect 
The promise of the future, not the past. 

. . Make the present ready to fulfill 
It’s prophecy, and with the future merge” 
Gently and peacefully, as wave with wave.’ 


In Rebuttal, by the Author of “Where Shall 


We Go?” 
To the Editor: 


With a good deal of interest I have read the answer to my ques- 
tion “Where Shall we Go?” in the form of a counter question “Why 
Go at All?” in the May issue of your magazine. I have no wish to 
prolong the argument indefinitely but I think you owe me a few 
words in the columns of your journal to call the attention of your 
readers to some very specious reasoning on the part of my opponent. 

An attempt is made to refute my statement that we are a small 
denomination by pointing to the fact that we are 15th in a list of 
165 denominations. The writer fails to say however that there are 
fifteen times as many communicants in the 14 denominations that 
are larger than we than in the 150 that are smaller. You can do 
anything with statistics. We are a small denomination. We need 
no statistical evidence for that. Every one of us actually engaged in 
the work of our church meets constant proof of our numerical weak- 
ness. If any more proof is needed than that which every one has at 
hand we might point to the fact that we do not even consider our- 
selves large enough to maintain adequate educational facilities for 
our 'young men and women. We are going to get a junior college 
now but my disillusioned and discouraged opinion is that it will be 
twenty years before we have a real A. B. college. 

A similar attempt is made to refute my assertion that small de- 
nominations lare disappearing. Again statistics are dragged in and 
evidence presented that in the past ten years small denominations 
have not decreased. That is all beside the point. The whole point 
of my argument rested upon the fact that in the past few months un- 
ion movements, particularly family reunion movements, have been 
launched that bid fair to eliminate small denominations. What hap- 
pened in the past ten years has nothing to do with the facts which 
we are facing now. 

The writer of the article under consideration did me the favor 
of proving my contention that most of the pastors of our church 
regard only the Lutheran-Calvinistic division of protestantism as 
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legitimate, by going to great lengths to establish that all protestant 
denominations have an element of either Lutheran or Calvinistic 
theology. What of that? A baptist might just as well point out 
that all churches are either immersionists or sprinklers and conclude 
from that that the question of the mode of baptism ‘is the one fun- 
damental one in protestantism. To what impossible conclusions such 
reasoning leads may be seen by the fact that it betrays the writer to 
describe Methodism as Calvinistic. Methodism, as everyone ought to 
know is Arminian and not Calvinistic and the question of free will 
which divides Arminianism and Calvinism may be regarded as just 
as fundamental as.the differences of opinion between | ‘Lutheran and 
Calvinistic theology. Precisely because we fail to have any sym- 
pathy for these other differences are we not fitted to play the role of 
mediator between many of the American denominations. 

My final remarks in regard to confirmation were so completely 
misunderstood by Brother Henninger that one is persuaded that he 
did not try very hard to get their meaning. If there is anything in 
our Evangelical polity that I believe in it is confirmation, and I 
made the statement that we could never afford to part with the fun- 
damental idea of confirmation which is that a Christian child need 
not be converted but should grow gradually into Christian convic- 
tions and decisions. I did assert however that confirmation should 
encourage spontaneous decisions for Christ and that the traditional 
way of conducting confirmation classes and confirmation rites did 
not provide for or encourage this element of spontaneity. From 
what Brother Henninger says about conversion one would judge 
that he does not believe in conversions at all. If he does not I can 
not help but call his attention to the fact that he is doubting a fun- 
damental Christian and Biblical fact. If there is no such thing as 
conversion than all our preaching is vain. Just because we may not 
believe that violent and cataclysmic conversions are normal methods 
for children to enter the kingdom of God we ought. not to permit 
ourselves to deny a fundamental religious fact. Incidentally it might 
also be observed that if all conversions do not prove “water tight” 
neither do all confirmations. Will Brother Henninger tell us whether 
fifty per cent of all young men and women he has confirmed in the 
past ten years are active church members? If they are he is more 
fortunate than most of fus. In the past ten years we have confirmed 
more young men and women than the entire number of our active 
church members. That does not discredit confirmation in itself but 
it ought to teach us toibe a little modest and refrain from adopting 
an air of superiority when reviewing religious methods other than 
our own. R ‘Niebuhr. 
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By H. KAMPHAUSEN 


Norre.—Requests for sermon sketches (and entire sermons) fre- 
quently come in. Those, especially, who are compelled by the circum- 
stances of the-times to substitute English for German, keep asking us 
for such material. We should be glad if others would supply this de- 
mand. But since repeated appeals have so far been without result, we 
offer again some of our own. Here and there we give suggestions as to 
prayer material. Many encounter difficulties in the making of extem- 
pore-prayers, A public off-hand prayer should not be without some 
measure of preparation. The subject and general line of thought ought 
to be laid down beforehand. Often it is well to develop the prayer- 
thought out of a suggestive word of scripture. When the mind is thus 
supplied with a message, it will be easier to get into a prayerful disposi- 
tion and to have freedom in the expression of thought. We ask for just 
such elaborated sermon plans and sketches. 1144 pages each)—The Editor. 


1. “The Well-grounded Christian” or “What I believe 
and Why.” 


Text. 1 Pet..3: 15. Be ready always to give an answer 
to every man that asketh you a reason for the hope that is in you. 

Only lately we read an article about the increasing superficial- 
ity of the age and the Church as well: Newspapers read without 
forming opinion of one’s own; young men going to libraries reading 
1% a dozen magazines in succession; sermons heard without digest- 
ing their message ; Sunday school classes with good supplies in their 
hand, but with no taste for real Bible study; church members out 
in the world, but unqualified to vindicate their faith by testimony 
or argument; instead a general craving for riches and amusement. 
The first Christian Church was different; members well founded on 
Christian experience, having a definite faith and ready to say why 
they held it. : Such are well-grounded Christians who can, as Peter 
says in text, give an account of what they believe. We need such 
Christians : 

Subject, “The well-grounded Christian” or “What I ‘believe 
and why.” 

1. What does such a man believe. 
2. What reason can he give for it. 

1. The corner stone ‘of our jfaith is belief in God. Man can’t 
be without it. Just as hard to find a man without a soul as without 
a God. In the Scriptures it is never even attempted to prove there 
isa God. It would have seemed preposterous to a Jew, for his whole 
history was founded on that fact. How to account for them or any 
of their great leaders and prophets without that? Christ never un- 
dertook to furnish evidence for the existence of the deity. Today 
we have people who claim they don’t believe in God. As a rule you 
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can’t take them seriously. Inquire into their life: “a bad life the 
strongest argument against belief in God.” Recently I saw a man 
die who was a determined unbeliever. He was a bad'man. His 
son said to me “It sounds badly, but it will be a relief if he goes.” 
The Christian believes that this God is very close to us, that He 


is Interested in our personal affairs. Some say, impossible, the whole: 


world in which we live is but a speck of dust on the scales. Again, 
they say, the late war with its millions killed and millions dying 
from starvation, is an argument against it. Yes, this is a problem, 
but we believe that out of the throes of this awful catastrophe a new 
world shall be born, and that the chastened ‘heart of man will have 
a new vision of God and His designs. 

The heart of our faith! is Christ. He is our/great prophet, and 
teacher of divine truth. To Him we owe our belief in the Father. 
His words are the lght in the afflictions of hfe. He knows the 
secrets of the human heart, its wickedness and its aspirations and 
high ideals. Give story of that Kaffir who asked missionary who 
had preached about certain sins, who had told him his (the Kaffir’s) 
faults; also, on the other side, Tertullian’s: the soul is a Christian 
by its nature and needs. 

We see in Christ the redeemer. All other sides of His nature 
are great, but we can’t get along without this. Say about the ser- 
mon on the mount all you want, but it can’t save us. The only mount 
on which salvation was wrought is|\Mt. Calvary. There is the strong- 
est salvation of sins and of grace. The cross is central in our creed. 
A suffering Messiah the only one for the people of God. Christ 
crucified the power and wisdom of (God now as iin Paul’s time. The 
theories as to how Christ secured redemption may be unsatisfactory, 
but the fact that it presents the gospel essence is undisputable. 

2. Three reasons why I believe so. a) [Because of existence 
and history of Christian church. Think of its beginning. No money 
or social power behind it, no military (like behind Mohammedan 
faith), no great nation espoused its cause. The Jews themselves 
from where it sprang, hated and opposed it (see Paul’s experience). 
The Roman empire employed all its powers of sword and statecraft 
to kill it (300 years of persecution). Even many Christians denied 
faith. Yet the Church stands in its strength today. Reason: founded 


on divine truth. b) the Bible. Recall its history. Its authors: shep-_ 


herds, cowherds, scribes, publicans, fishermen; its literary side: 
loose leaves and letters floating about, chance writings, detached 
documents exposed to all dangers of corruption, alterations, addi- 
tion; its enemies: the wise, prominent, kings, nations; trying to 
burn, destroy, ridicule, contradict and disprove it. Yet it is there 
and how splendid its influence. Reason: book of God; truth. c) My 
own experience. To my faith I ascribe what is ‘best in me. Has 
been my consolation in trouble, star in the night, spur to duty, hold- 
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ing up an ideal, an anchor ground for soul, the strongest influence 
in character building. Until something better found Vl say with 
Peter: Whither shall we go? Thou hast words of life.... 


2. The Secret Unveiled. 

Text.—“I thank thee, O father....that thou hast hid these 
things....and revealed them to babes....” Luke 10: 21-22. 

The Lord has no secrets in the world’s way. Secret societies 
have. their pass words etc., known only to members. Empires have 
their secret diplomacy; only recently a breaking away from it has 
been promised (Wilson). Christ set out to found anew world king- 
dom, but without secret diplomacy. 'The apostle, indeed, speaks of 
the gospel as a great mystery, but only because it could only have 
been revealed by God, not because it was withheld from some. It 
2s to be known of all. And here Christ rejoices because the ones to 
know it first are the “babes”; the simple, common people. Let us 
rejoice with Him that the Secret is unveiled. 

See 1) what the secret is, 
2) to whom it is revealed, 
| 3) why he rejoices over that. 

1. ‘The world is full of secrets. Only a searching, active mind 
‘can find them out. The most precious things are hidden. It takes 
studying, digging, hammering, blasting, to find the gold and silver. 
The laws and powers of nature can only be discovered by assiduous 
work of many generations, investigations carried on in the labora- 
tory, observatory, the great universities. But the greatest se- 
cret of all could not be so found. The relation of God to man has 
engaged man’s mind all thru the centuries, and the best of the an- 
cient have, unaided by revelation, found out wonderful things about 
God and immortality of soul. But that God is a father, that He is 
full of pity ; that from eternity ‘He jhas resolved to redeem man ; that 
Christ is his personal representative; that he is greater than all 
prophets and truth proclaimers; that in him centers the hope of 
man; and that salvation is to be found'in His death and resurrec- 
tion: no man or mind has discovered. 

2. The marvel is that this revelation was made to the common 
people first. In all other spheres the man of money, education, in- 
fluence, better ‘advantages is the leader. The others are dependent 
on him. Here it’s the other way. This was a kind of missionary 
conference. The Lord ‘had sent out 70; all were common men. All 
they had was faith in Him. Now they come back with tales of suc- 
cess. With Christ’s appearance the day of the ' common men had 
come—‘The poor ‘have the gospel preached to them.” It has taken 
the world a long time to give the common man his due. Christ gave it 
to him from the first. To honor the man of money or the fashionable 
lady more in the church than others would be against the spirit of 
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the Master. There is, however, another side to this. Privilege 
carries with it obligation. Then men men left all and exerted them- 
selves to utmost in missionary labors. What are you doing as a 
worker for Christ ? 

3. He rejoices because a) that way he reaches more people. 
It is a short cut to the masses. To be direct and personal in one’s 
Ways 1s a sure passport to hearts and affections. b) it excludes the 
middle man. See tendency in business now to do that for benefit 
of people. It makes isalvation cheaper in a way. It makes it easier 
to get. It is democratic in best sense. c) To rely on priests, pharisees 
and classes would have let the spirit of pride get a chance again. See 
it in Israel. See it in Catholic church, the power and influence of 
the priest, their arrogance and autocratic way. But every over-am- | 
bitious man or woman in our church is in danger of spiritual pride 
and unfit for real service. d) It sets people free. It leads to uni- 
versal priesthood, open ‘Bible, matured Christians: the church the 
affair of everybody. 

Thought for Prayer.—Christ does not only come to save but to 
use us, as seen in'the mission of the 70. See it in the modern con- 
verted Korean. We have lost sight of that almost completely. Ask 
Christ for consecration of time, power, money, opportunity. Ask. 
Him for faith for yourself, then for zeal and love and steadiness in 
Christian work. 

3. Treasure Seeking. 


Text: “Sell that ye have, and'give alms; provide... .a treasure 
in heaven, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.” 
Luke 12: 33. 

The Lord’s words are often times provokingly unpractical, 
“seek ye first the Kingdom of God, the other things will be added,” 
or hard to understand, “cut off right hand if it offend thee,” or im- 
practicable, “turn the other cheek to him who smites thee on the 
one,” or downright shocking, “hate father and mother if you want 
to be my disciple.” He used such expressions perhaps for emphasis, 
or in an oratorical way, or to compel thought by arousing opposition. 
Our text is one of these. How can I sell what I have without be- 
coming a pauper?’ He seeks to put the stress on the true treasure. 
Subject: Treasure Seeking 

1. There are many treasures. 
2. But one is supreme. 
3. The effect of the treasure on the heart. 

1. The Lord knows we love many things in this world. He 
knows the human soul is so constituted that it finds satisfaction 
only in appropriating the good things around us. It cannot grow 
in any other way. There is the family, country, arts, sciences, trades, 
commerce. ‘I'o these we find ourselves drawn, either the one or the 
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other. Duty, inborn talent, necessities of life impel us. If under 
the steady impulse of love, we may become proficient 1 in various lines: 
of effort. The question is whether there is not in us an excessive 
love for inferior possessions. 

Of all things that we may strive for lhe mentions money, for 
money is all important, it is indispensable, and it is apt to become 
our master. He says, sell that ye have and give to poor. 

Well, but thus we'll be subjects of charity. There was a time 
when this was taken literally: see monks, the first centuries, ascetic- 
ism, imitations of poor life of:Lord. That time is no more. ‘l'o make 
no provisions for future, now considered a fault. 

The Lord {means, don’t let it be your chief concern. It is of 
many in church. Therefore their soul shrivels up, and the kingdom 
of God suffers for lack of means. 

2. Provide treasures in the hheavens, he says. They must be 
invisible. They are soul-treasures. Treasures of mind even are bet- 
ter than material possession. A poet greater than a millionaire. A 
philosopher like Plato enriched the world for 2,000 years. But the 
soul-treasure is in highest class. It links with the heavenly world. 
It is called faith. It makes man feel his worth, for it relates him 
to God. It exalts his nature. “Lord, thou ‘hast laid eternity in his 
heart” (Augustin). Seek that, for it opens the sources of omnipo- 
tence for you. There is no such lever to remove obstacles. No such 
inspiring force to develop character, no such effective sedative for 
repose of soul. 

Or call it love of God, for by faith this love is shed abroad in 
heart: See what a treasure it was in Paul’s case (Rom. 8.) How it 
is praised in 1,000 sacred hymns '(give quotations;) how it is the 
solution of the world problem. How it sustains a man thruout a 
laborious and trying career. Geo. Miiller at 84 gave testimony that 
he had trusted in it for 60 years and was never forsaken. 

3. Earthly treasures master and enslave heart. Example of 
old miser in illfated ship—London: Water filled cabin already. He 
wasted last precious moments in searching for a lost coin. Extreme 
case, but how many church people are close fisted, and the trouble 
1s, a stingy man never knows it. A ruling passion debases or elevates 
him. Think of that Scotch boy, apprenticed to a blacksmith. He 
studies by candle light after long hours of work. At 35 a great 
linguist. Ruling passion, strong in death: Napoleon’s last word,. 
“Head of the army;’ John Adam’s, “Independence forever ;” 
Christ’s, “Father into thy hands” (love and faith.) Whom will you 
follow? Seek what moth or thief cannot injure. 

Prayer thought.—Let it be suggested by those lines: 

The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 

With thee V’ll tear it from the throne 
And worship only thee. 
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4, Feelings and their Place in Religion. 

Text: “Peter said: I will lay down my life for thee. Jesus: 
‘The cock will not crow....deny me thrice.” John 13: 26-38. 

Twelve men in the apostolic circle. We don’t know all so well, 
but all were different. Had grown up in same environment, in Gali- 
lean villages, mere fishermen, no scholars, but different in tempera- 
ment and gifts. Peter a practical man, John a man of thought etc. 
The Lord makes men different as everything else in world. Peter 
was an impulsive man, a man of feeling, ready of response, warm- 
hearted, good subject for revival meetings. Well to have such peo- 
ple in church, Sunday School, society, home—-But one can depend 
on feelings too much. Let us‘consider. 

Place of Feelings in Religious. 

1. They have a legitimate place 
2. But one can trust too much in this 
3. Get something better to build on. 

1. They have their place. Man has three elements in his 
nature, thought, feeling, will. One has more of the one or the other. 
With some you must appeal to understanding, otherwise they say, 
he doesn’t reason with his audience. But if you do it too much they 
say, he is too intellectual, gives nothing for heart (feeling). Con- 
vince the understanding, appeal to emotion, and impel the will, so 
that there is doing as well as hearing. If no action results, feelings 
evaporate, thoughts fade out. 

See place of feeling jin psalms: of depression in p. 42 (my soul, 
why art thou disquieted....) He holds out hope to combat it. The 
man under convictions, ps. 51. But much oftener the joy of salva- 
tion, ps. 118 (voice of rejoicing in tabernacles.) Without feelings 
religion would be a dead and tiresome exercise. 

2. Peter trusted too much in his feelings. It was in the upper 
room. Jesus had washed jtheir feet, called them friends. “Feelings 
ran high” on both sides. Then the solemnity of the night: the cross 
loomed near. The others kept their enthusiasm to themselves, Peter 
gave rein to his emotions: “I will die for thee.” Jesus told him, he 
was building on sand. Compare experiences at revival meetings, the 
methods used to act on emotion, excitement, apparent but un-real 
success. Peter should have believed Christ’s word more. That 
would have sobered him into watchfulness. It is always well to 
build on the word. Also in times of discouragement. We would 
then believe that the ‘Lord’s “arm is not shortened,” that “he who 
has commenced the good work....complete it.” Again he should 
have stayed in the Lord’s way, not chosen his own. He will give 
power for the given task, not for the one arbitrarily chosen, to honor 
him by plain obedience, not by unnecessary heroism. 

3. Peter didn’t believe,, so he fell, and in falling learned to 
find again the real grounds of salvation: a) forgiveness of sin. He 
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received that in a night of tears and repentance. Christ’s word, “IT 
have prayed for thee....fail not,” led and upheld him. The word 
is full of such gracious promises, let them be your light. b) Easter 
morning completed the work. See 1 Pet. 1: 3: he has begotten us 
again by his resurrection. Place of resurrection in our faith and 
experience.. It was the pledge of the coming Pentecost. The spirit 
coming to us “bears witness that we are children of God.” There 
will be joyful feelings then, but they are the result, not the cause of 
our faith in salvation. 

Prayer ‘Thought. Many gifts, but one spirit. Touch on the 
different gifts: all for service. So needs are different, but he sup- 
plies them all. Praise the (God, rich upon all who call on him. His 
fountain never dry, his storehouse full. Pray that, well nourished, 
you may be an efficient worker. 

5. The Greatest Campaign of the World. 

Text: 1 Cor. 2: 1-5.—“TI determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified etc.” 

A great campaign has been over for some time. We are glad of 
it and hope the peace to be made (or having been made) at ‘Ver- 
sailles will give healing to a bleeding world and ‘be worthy of the 
stupendous sacrifices made. ‘There never was such a war, so many 
nations involved, such wealth expended, such equipment provided, 
such issues at stake, such armies in the field etc. Nothing in the 
secular and military annals can compare with it in magnitude. And 
yet there is a campaign grander, above all more beneficial, greater 
in its scope, more permanent in its results. It’s the one Paul speaks 
_of in our text and in which he was one of the chief leaders, the cam- 
paign of the conquering Cross. 

The Campaign of the Conquering Cross greatest of all. Let 
us see 

1. its difficulties, 
2. its resources, 
3. its success. 


1. Paul when determining on the course he refers to came from 
Athens, the intellectual centre of the world. Arriving in a large 
city one feels like the fisherman in his little boat on heaving bosom 
of ocean. Paul did not know a soul. And then he was in the midst 
of heathenism: statues of gods and beautiful temples everywhere. 
The people proud of their culture and art, he a man.without the 
learning of famous universities. He approaches his task in a mem- 
orable sermon, but fails. He leaves Athens, arrives in Corinth. No 
wonder he was discouraged. If he had accomplished nothing in 
Athens, what would he do in this city given to money and pleasure ; 
where Orient and Occident mingled their faiths and vices; a few 
piling up money and hundreds of thousands of slaves? He must 
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have felt like the city missionary who goes after the people in the 
slums, fallen Magdalenes, hoodlums of the boweries, the down-and- 
outs. But city missionary has the support of the churches of the 
city, Paul nothing of the kind. Or he felt like our missionaries sent 
to India to work among the 'Pariahs. But he knows he represents 
the religion of all the advanced nations of world. There was only a 
very modest beginning at Pauls’ time. Describe difficulties at our 
time. 

2. Yet, he did not despair, wonder of wonders! For he was 
a Jew and as such used to live in a heathen world and yet to cling 
to faith of fathers. More, he was a Christian. But not of the ordin- 
ary kind. This life had been completely made over by the manifesta- 
tions of the risen Christ. He knew then he was the Lord and Sa- 
viour, and all the glory gathered around the Cross. Liberty Loan 
posters: a field of dead or dying soldiers, “they gave their all.” So 
he saw the Leader of God’s forces die on the battlefield of Calvary, 
bring supreme sacrifice, become the redeemer of a lost world. A 
spiritual equipment was given him enabling him to hold out under 
most forbidding circumstances. These then his resources: The 
great commander, Jesus Christ. Back of him God’s omnipotence. 
His message the gospel that the victory was won by service and 
sacrifice. His experience that God’s kindness had thought out the 
plan and God’s power was carrying it out. Show how these resources 
have always been adequate. 

3. And his success: It seemed very limited. He founded a 
few churches; “but what was that among so many?” The boldness 
of his faith was unparallelled. Think of the big movements today, 
the Liberty Loan for instance. The government back of it, every 
bank a headquarters, citizens’ organizations, ladies’ societies, 
churches, schools, the press, unlimited capital supporting it. What 
had Paul? Or, say, the great church movements. I attended the 
Interchurch-convention at Cleveland: In big hotel, biggest men of 
country there, secular and church press endorsing it. Paul met in 
cellars, slums with slaves, lowly, workers, single-handed. And yet 
he laid the foundations, on which the Gentile church rests; his life 
an inspiration, his methods adopted, his influence continuing to 
this day. 

Prayer thought.--Start from 2nd petition, “thy Kingdom 
come.” . Thank the Lord that it was different from Kingdoms of 
world, its methods, view, aims. Thank him {for the love that es- 
tablished it, the wisdom that guided its development. Ask for spirit 
of faith, service, conservation, and for growth. 


an 
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6. The Church and the Education of its Youth (For 
Rally Day, Special Sunday School Days, beginning of Instruc- 
tion, etc.) . 

Text: “One generation shall nents. thy works to another, and 
shall declare thy mighty acts.”—Psalm 145. 

The psalm is full of the glory of the Lord as revealed in the 
history of people of Israel, in the household of nature, in the life 
of the individual. It is shot thru with the Kingdom idea and its 
great view points, and the manifestations of God’s providential care 
in the believers own sphere. The knowledge of such a God and re- 
ligion is a sacred legacy which must be transmitted unimpaired and 
undiminished to the rising generation. It so teaches. 

The Duty of the ‘Church as to the religious education of its 
youth. 

Let us look 1) at the task before us, 
2) atthe methods and ways of doing it. 

1. The address of which this is a sketch grew out of a Sunday 
school Convention (Emergency Drive) where Marion Lawrance was 
the main speaker. Describe the man: 35 years a Sunday School 
superintendent (‘loledo), then World Sunday School Association 
secretary, now International (i. e. American) Sunday School Ass’n 
secretary. His “vision” he got at a Sunday School Convention in 
Louisville, Ky The task before us is large. The duty of the Church 
to keep on with its ordinary services is a matter of course. But we 
live in an age when the factory has revolutionized the whole life: 
Karly working hours, comparatively high wages even for young, 
loosening of home ties, of parental authority, love of pleasure, Sun. 
newspaper etc., special needs of the young. The Sunday school is 
our chief means to meet them. 

Work on young people so very important. It is easier to im- 
press a young person than one who is set in his ways and “preached 
to death.” As the twig is bent, so the tree will be inclined. Certain 
periods are shown by pedagogy to be especially susceptible to in- 
fluence: 11-13, 14-16, 17-19 (adolescence). Especially the 14-16 
year period. It is the time of leaving school for many, going to work, 
question arising, “what am I going to be?” The time when ideals 
are making their appeal; the time for confirmation. We all know 
its importance from experience. ! Seventy percent of all decisions 
for God are made under 20, 96 under 25 years of age, leaves only 
4 for older persons: It is true older persons can be Boy Speaker 
gave us experience of one evening at the Jerry McAuly Mission 
(Sam. Hadly then its superintendent), the experiences of conversion 
related by former drunkards and harlots. But, he said, this is sal- 
vage work. How much better to train ‘right than to rescue, “an 
ounce of precaution better than pound of care.” Sixty-five percent 
of all criminals begin career under 20. Judge Fawcett of New 
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York said (Juvenile court:) 2500 cases of youthful offenders came 
under my jurisdiction. I have asked them all, were they members of 
Sunday school? Not one was. 

2. Howto doit? We have lost a million from Sunday school 
during and thru the war. He said, you can’t cultivate a spirit where 
you rejoice over so many enemies killed or wounded without feeling 
the ‘bad effect in morals and religion. 

Teachers, first get the interest of pupils. Impress them with 
the fact that religion is just as necessary for full life of young people 
as of old. “Don’t carry a sample of your sour religion in your face.” 
Thus cause their desire to be ‘better. Don’t give information only. 
Teach the love of God and arouse the feelings. Work for decision. 
You ought to get results. It ‘is not necessary to ‘tell hour and day, 
but it is necessary to trust in Christ and become member of His 
Church. 

Additional facts ete. Twenty millions of 'the teen-age (hardest 
to keep) we are after. 15,000 became criminals in Chicago alone. 
How to keep the boys? “Build a solid wall of men between them and 
the door and you’ll do it.” It takes four officers and teachers a whole 
year to win one scholar permanently for Christ and the church. 
“The Sunday school jis a giant sleeping in front of the church door. 
Rouse him and he will help you to solve most of your problems.” 

Prayer thought—Remember what infant baptism means and 
involves. Thank Christ for what he says about children. Thank 
God for the growing interest in children, the big strides Sunday 
school work is making. Pray for members being abreast of times, 
trained teachers, prepared lessons, high ideals and a loyal corps of 
helpers. Pray for a vision of the possibilities and then for faith 
to attain it. 

7. How are we going to die? 

Text: “And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father into thy hands:I commend my spirit: and having said this, 
he gave up the ghost.” 

To die is our common lot, but ‘to die rightly ‘is no small matter. 
Some pass away in a stupor, or under influence of a narcotic; but 
to die consciously and do it with perfect resignation, is a remarkable 
thing, seeing that death and everything connected with it is so full 
of mystery. Some heathens have died that way. A glorious ex- 
ample is death of Socrates. Many have died in the spirit of Stoic- 
ism. It is best, however, to die like Jesus Christ. Let his dying 
word answer question, 

How are you going to die? 

1. after doing our work here, 
2. leaning on the arm of scripture, 
3. putting my soul into God’s hands. 
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1. Just before this last word Jesus had cried “with a loud 
voice.” It refers to 6th word, It is finished! He died after finish- 
ing his work here. He came to perform a mission. That mission 


aa was to'save a sinful world. It was so much the guiding idea, the . 
a fe ruling passion of His life, that His whole mind, strength, purpose 3 
ae was focussed_on it. It determined all his actions, speaking, atti- a 

‘39 tude, course. He became obedient to it unto ideath, death of cross. 3 
. ae He felt now he had accomplished it. ; q 
a Here.is a lesson for us: Live the right kind of life and do not ) 
Be worry over death. Live in the service of the Lord and he will take 
BS d care of you. As aman liveth, so{he dieth. A blessed death is the 4 
Ps fruit of a Christian life. True, we all fall short of our ideal. Some : 

3 spend a “heedless youth,” others half a life away from God. The a 
dying thief died a criminal, after a mis-spent life, and yet went to 5 
paradise. ; 


But those are exceptional cases. No one should depend on 
deathbed repentance after a life of unbelief. Redeem your time, seek 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness and you can approach the 
dark valley without fear. 

2. Christs’ last word is taken from Scripture, see psalm 31: — 
5. An O. T. saint passing thru similiar experiences used it first. : 
It might be called accidental if it had not always been his habit to 
lean on the scriptures. Even in his agony on the cross he expresses 
his anguish in the words of the 22nd psalm. The words of scripture 
had been his guiding star, his weapon, his comfort. He prayed, 
praised, glorified God in words of scripture. 

Much more do we need to be well versed in it. In hard times 
a it is amine of consolation. A word of scripture kept in mind thru 

day is a protecting influence. If the scripture is your daily food it | 
— will nourish you; if your constant meditation, it will come to you 
readily. In dying hour nothing so refreshing, soothing, strengthen- 
ing as such words. Some sendext hymns are also good food, but 
seripture is best. Get a goodly supply towards time of need. 

3. Few have a spirit of assurance concerning death. They 
talk of the land of shadows, or of returning to the “bosom of na- f 
ture.” But what about the spirit. They say, it is a leap in the dark. . 
To Christ no more than a child’s leaping into outstretched hands 
of father. So learn from him. Many have said same word when 
dying: Polyearp, St. Bernard, John Huss, Luther, Melanchthon, 
some while in fires of martyrdom. 'They conquered death with it \ 
and their faith. The way then is clear, he went it first, let us follow | 
him. 


Prayer thought.—*Looking unto Jesus” the author and finisher 
of faith, is always a safe rule. Thank God that his life is before 
us, an example as how to live, work, suffer by faith. Thank him he 
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came, lived, developed, won thus not for his sake, but for ours. Try 
to believe in ‘him to the last and to get end of your faith, salvation. 


Oh Lord, when I’m departing ete. (“O sacred head now 
wounded” ) 
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1. The Peace Terms at Versailles. 


To avoid the necessity of translation for the postmaster, I am 
going to write this Editorial in English. This may be an unneces- 
sary precaution since I see that the secular papers, printed in Ger- 
man, have discontinued giving translation, but I want to be on the 
safe side. On May 7th the German Plenipotentiaries were handed 
the Allied Peace Terms at Versailles. I studied the chief points 
of that remarkable document and, as I read paragraph after para- 
graph, I realized that the allies had certainly made good their threat 
that this peace would not be one tempered with mercy. I can safely 
say that the days following this reading were almost the saddest of 
my whole life. 

The amount of the indemnities is left indefinite but it will be 
at least 25 times as big as that exacted of [France in 1871, and that 
was then declared outrageous. Some of the most fruitful provinces 
are torn away from Germany. ‘Three million Germans in East 
Prussia are to be detached from their own country. The Saare valley 
with over 300,000 German inhabitants is to be internationalized, 
the coal mines there given to'France, and a plebiscite is to determine 
the future status of the valley after 15 years. It is not necessary 
to enumerate the details of the document since all our readers are 
familiar with them. Germany will have no control over her own 
railroads, canals or rivers, and retain only a semblance of national 
sovereignty. 

When the terms became known in Germany a cry of despair 
rose up all over the country. The “Frankfurter Zeitung” said, “never 
was murder committed more courteously or with more cynical equan- 
imity.” If the terms were carried out Germany’s economic and 
political future would be absolutely destroyed. As the head of the 
German Peace delegation pointed out, “twenty million Germans 
would either starve to death or have to emigrate, for Germany’s 
industrial life would receive its death blow.” It was with a sharp 
pang that we recalled the fact that our President’s name was under 
that document. We had set our hopes on Mr. Wilson, the great 
Idealist. We had expected that he would abide by his “fourteen 
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points” and compel the European governments to live up to their 
acceptance of these principles. We know the difficulties would be 
great but we credited Mr. Wilson with the ability and steadfastness 
of purpose to hold out against the imperialistic aim and political 
methods of Old-World diplomats. 

It is now clear that we raised our expectations too high. The 
stipulations of the “secret treaties” were the stumbling block and 
the president’s idealistic policies were overruled. To understand 
Mr. Wilson’s failure we shall have to bear in mind that he went 


to Europe not to make peace only, but to create a League of Nations. 


All his energies were bent to accomplish this latter purpose first and 
foremost. The allies, so we have been told again and again, cared 
little for this League. France wanted territorial gains, England 
commercial supremacy. In order to make his league of nations ac- 
ceptable the president made one momentous concession after the 
other. We are glad to note that he himself is not satisfied with 
this peace. He has a keen feeling of having given way where his 
principles demanded him to stand like “the rock of ages.” If he 
had stood as firmly on every principle as he did on the Fiume ques- 
tion, he would today be the greatest man in the world. Many mem- 
bers of the American ‘Peace Commission have resigned because of 
dissatisfaction over compromises with principles. Some liberal 
papers, like the “Nation,” the “Dial,” the “New Republic,” and 
even the New York “Sun”, have voiced their displeasure in unmis- 
takable terms. The rank and file of the ‘American Press, however, 
abide by their verdict that the terms are “severe but just.” 

Whether the German delegates will sign is at the time of this 
writing May 23) an open question. If they do not, chaos will result. 
If they do, the government will fall, so it seems. The state of mind 
of the German people, after 444 years of war and these last 6 
months, must border on absolute collapse. To bear intolerable bur- 
dens is hard, but to bear them with no hope for a better future, is 
death. It is true that individuals and nations in affliction are apt 
to turn to God. It is true that in Israel’s darkest times (from the 
9th to the 7th centuries) its prophets were born. But that does 
not change a fact that Israel as an independent nation ceased to 
exist, and its moral and religious treasures came to enrich the Gen- 
tile peoples. Our hope and prayer is that the terms of Versailles 
will be greatly and substantially modified. This was Mr. Wilson’s 
own expressed desire—in his letter to Miss Jane Addams—but in 
that same letter he holds out little hope that this may be done. 

What we have said does not mean that we despair of Germany’s 
future. Only just now the outlook is dark and unpromising. A 
national re-birth and especially a religious regeneration as a result 
of its unparallelled afflictions is possible with God and should be the 
subject of intercession for all who wish well to the country of their 
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fathers. If Germany is made bankrupt politically and economically, 
and morally engulfed in bitterness and despair, the wounds of the 
rest of Hurope will not be healed and the League of Nations will 
not bring about a better world. 


Die Stellung unjerer Kirche gum Sozialismus. 

Der Sozgialismus ijt durch den Krieg in unjerm Lande unpopu- 
lar geworden; mehr als das, fiir viele ijt Der Sogiali8mus gleidbe- 
deutend mit Anardie, Landesverrat, Volfsvergiftung. Das fam da- 
durd), daB die Sogtaltiten als Bartei fich gegen den Rrieg erflarten 
und aus diejer Stellung fein Sehl machten. Sie waren bereit, Mar- 
tyrer ihrer Ueberzgeugung gu werden. Shre Blatter wurden unter- 
driict, und viele ihrer Fiihrer wurden 3u langjabriger Buchthaushajt 
verurtetlt. Wer auj fich hielt und jeine Stellung in der Deffentlicd- 
feit, riicfte pon ihnen ab, und auch die Kirdhen jcjiittelten fie nach Mtog- 
hichfeit bon ihren Rockjdhopen. 

Vor dem Rrieg war das anders. Van bedenfe doch, was fiir 
eine Begetiterung Raujdhenbujdhs Buch The Church and the Social 
Crifi8” erwectte. Cr wurde geradezu als der Prophet einer neuen, 
fommenden Zeit erflart. Und doch war er ein iibergzeugter Sozialijt, 
ein Mitglied der Partet, und verfindigte, dak nur da8 foztalijtifde 
Syjtem die jchiweren ofonomijdhen Probleme [ojen fonne. Wus fajt 
allen Rirchen famen Stimmen der Mnerfennung, und folche, die als 
eiibrer galten, gollten ibm Beifall. Dak auf der bon RN. angezeigten 
inte die Verjohnung fjozialer und wirtidGaftlicher Gegenjave Liege, 
fchien fich alS allgemeine Ueberzeugung mehr und mehr durdgufegen. 
Wuf den firdhlichen Nonferengen wurden Bejcbliiije gefakt, dak die 
foziale Srage die brennende Srage der Beit fei, und dafz die Bajtoren 
neben individueller Seelenpjleqe auch foziale Bredigten halten follter. 

Die Mtijfouri-Synode war fajt die eingige Wusnahme von der 
Regel. Bhr Prajes Protenhauer jprach aus, Xufgabe des Pajtors fet 
eingig Verfiindigung de8 Evangeliums, die Kirde als folde Habe mit 
dfonomifden Sragen nichts gu tun, Arme und Retdhe wlirden tmmer 
unter un$ fein u. f. ww. Die andern Kirden aber nabmen cine entge- 
gengefebte Stellung ein, und unter den Verfechtern der fogialen Wrbeit 
befanden fich namentlic) und auffallender Weife viele Pajtoren der 
pornehmen Epiffopalfirde. Wuch in unferer Nirdhe hatte der fogiale 
und jozialiftifde Gedanfe viele Wnbhanger. 

Wie wird e§ damit nun in der Bufunft ftehen? Wird unfere 
Rirdhe die foziale Bahne eingiehen, weil fie von den Sogialijten gu 
brennrot gefarbt worden ijt? Es ijt wabhr, daz etngelne fogialtitt}dje 
Gruppen 3u weit gegangen find. Wenn die Beitungen recht bertdhtet 
haben, fo erflarten fich die Clevelander Sozialijten mit den Crtremen 
‘ibentifdh. Die Folgen diejes Sdrittes, die beflagenswerten, hat der 
Sdhreiber diefes mit eigenen WXugen gefehen. Cr war Beuge der 
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jchreclicjen Szenen, dte fic) auf dem Square in Cleveland am 1. Yat 
bet Gelegenheit der Rarade der Sosialijten. dajelbjt abjptelten. Dte 
rote Fahne wurde entfaltet, und bald wurden die Tet{nehmer, Gogia- 
liften und GVoljdhewifi, von den Poligiften und andern zu Dugender 
niedergefdlagen. Wir beflagen diefe Ereignijje, dod) dad ijt flar: 
Sir den Volfchewismus ijt hier fern Boden! 

Dod) bedenfe man auch, was am Abend vor jenem 1. Mat bet der 
Snterchurd Convention der mit Recht berithimte Wir. Raymond Rob- 
bins in feiner gewaltigen Rede anlablich der Arbeiterfrage bemertte. 
Er war nach Xuftralien gegangen, um dort unter anderm bet der Cight 
Hour Labor Convention zu reden. WLS er hinfam, wurde thm nicht 
das Wort geftattet. Der Premier der Negierung jagte 3u thm: 
“Robins, you can’t speak because you are under religious auspices. 
When we were fighting for a decent wage, and a chance to live for 
our homes and families, the preachers lined up with the labor skin- 
ners. We had to fight alone. We fought alone except that the sa- 
loon-keepers and gamblers helped us, and we worked our way into 
the state house and we are in the government house now, and we are 
taking care of the saloon-keepers and gamblers, and we are telling 
the preachers to go to —.” Pretty rough stuff, wasn’t it? 

Wijo, das ift flar, unfere Sympathieen miijien auch mn der fom- 
menden Zeit bet dem arbeitenden Volfe fein, die wirtjdhajtlich Starfen 
fornnen fich felbjt belfen, wir aber mitjjen wie die Kirche au Chrijti Sei- 
ten ein offenes Ohr und warntes Serg fitr dte wirt}ebajtlich Sdiwachen 
haben. Unter feinen andern Uimjtanden werden wits fomntt die Majjen 
gehdren; und die ,gewobnilicen Leute,” von denen Viincoln fo viel 
bielt, und die er fo Liebte, fichern unferer Rirde die Bufunjt, ntdGt 
bevorgugte Rlajjen. Das verjteht nitemand bejjer alS die Fatholifce 
Rirdhe. Darum find ihre Bifdhofe gerade jekt, im pfycholosijchen Mu 
— genblicf, mit ement fogtalen Brogramm bervorgetreten, das weiter fait 
al irgend eine proteftantifdhe Nirde, die Churd Federation einge- 
fclojien, geqangen ift. 

Demnad) fchon in unjerm eigenen Yntereffe darf unfere stirde, 
was die jogziale Srage anbetrifft, in Sufunjft nicht das Letjetreten aben. 
Sie mup die Xrbeitertwelt auf ifrer Seite haben oder eines natiirlt- 
Gen Lodes fterben. Won Europa wird die fogiale Welle an wunfere 
Ufer fchlagen und das Land erfiillen. Wohl der Kirde, dte die 8eichen 
der Zeit erfennt und fiir die formmende Beit fich bereit Halt. 

Nachdem wir aber fo die Veredtiqung sfonomifdher Snterejfen 
im firclichen Programm anerfannt haben, wollen wir nicht vergefjen, 
dak Reltgion und Sittlidfeit die erjte Stelle in diefem Programm ein- 
nehinen und eimmebmen miijfen. Sier nod) cine Wnfithrung aus der 
Rede von Yr. Robbing. Er befdhreibt, wie er das sfonomifehe Leben 
fand in Wujtralten vor einigen Sabren: 

“No child-labor, no sweated women; eight ‘hours the day of 
labor fixed by statute. Public ownership of public utilities, rail- 
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roads owned by the commonwealth ete. Labor party in command 
of government, a Labor Premier and a Labor Parliament. Now 
surely everything will be lovely and happy. Well, let’s see. I found 
more drunken men in the streets of Sidney than in Chicago, men 
and women standing in the saloons in the noon hour, talking things 
you wouldn’t expect to hear outside of a bawdy house. The lowest 
birthrate of any ‘Anglo-Saxon land jand the highest illegitimate 
birth-rate of which we have any record.” 

Wyo eine ofonomifde Lage ite fie nicht beffer fein fonnte: 7 
Mitllionen Cimwobhner in einem reicjen Land fo grok wie die Vereiitia- 
ten Staaten! Und doch der Tod im Topf. Cine Erhartung aus dem 
20. Sahrhundert der Wahrheit aus dem erften, dag wir im Glauben 
das Leben, oder der andern, dak die Welt auf das Gejey Mofes ge- 
griimdet ijt, und nur der Geijt Gottes e8 in Serzen und Sinn fdretben 
fann. 

Hter werden unfere Nichtlinien fur immer bletben: Bredigt das 
Evangelium als den eingigen Vorn des Lebens, und predigt, dak das 
Reich Chrijti wie ein Gauertetg ijt, der alle Beziehungen, Verhaltnijje, 
Gejege, Cinrichtungen durcdhwallen mu, damit fie dem Vtenfden das 
Brot reicjen fonnen, defjen er benodtigt ift. 
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The Madness at Versailles. 


It was not to be hoped that there would be a generous peace. The 
wickedness of the German armies was too obvious, the bad faith of the 
German Imperial Government had been too clearly demonstrated to ad- 
mit of any settlement which did not impose heavy penalties and exact 
specific and ample guarantees. The temper of the victorious Allies as a 
whole was too harsh, and that of the French in particular too strained 
with nervous dread, to make possible a peace under which Germany 
would have much power to recuperate rapidly. Moreover, official reports 
and unofficial intimations from Paris, altho dealing for the most part 
with scattered details rather than with larger or connected topics, have 
been sufficient to indicate that the Peace Conference was little disposed 
to make concessions, and increasingly inclined to be drastic. For a 
rigorous peace, in short, the world was already somewhat prepared. But 
it was not prepared for a peace of undisguised vengeance, for a peace 
which openly flouts some of the plainest dictates of reason and human- 
ity, repudiates every generous word that Mr. Wilson has ever uttered 
regarding Germany, flies in the face of accepted principles of law and 
economics, and makes the very name of democracy a reproach. In the 
whole history of diplomacy there is no treaty more properly to be re- 
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garded as an international crime than the amazing document which the 
German representatives are now asked to sign. 

Only as one keeps in mind the high professions with which the war 
was conducted—professions of which Mr. Wilson, more than any one 
else, was the polished and unctuous mouthpiece, and which the Allies 
by their applause impliedly accepted—is the enormity of what has hap- 
pened to be fully comprehended. The world was to be made safe for 
democracy. German militarism was to be crushed, and the German 
Constitution itself was to be so changed as to emancipate the German 
people from autocratic rule and make impossible the repetition of such 
a war as this one had proved itself to be. The German people, who, it 
was repeatedly affirmed, had had no part in bringing on the war, and 
who at the worst were the helpless instruments of its prosecution, were 
to be freed from tyranny and given a chance to take their place among 
the peoples who love liberty and practice righteousness. Again and 
again, in the rhetorical documents in which Mr. Wilson expounded to 
a waiting world the divine order of human society, he declared that 
America, at least, had no quarrel with the German people, that it be- 
grudged them no greatness which their industry and intelligence might 
attain, and that a victorious peace, if it meant punitive damages or harsh 
restraint, would be worse than useless as a world settlement. And for 
the attainment of these ends and their sanctification a League of Na- 
tions was to be set up, with Germany itself, if it wouid cease to do evil 
and learn to do well, as one of its members. 

How have these generous professions, honorable alike to those who 
made them and to those who trusted them, been carried out? The treaty 
affords only one answer. Germany and the German \people are virtually 
to be destroyed. The burdens which the treaty imposes are heavier 
than any people can bear and progress. To begin with, German territory 
is 'to be diminished. Including Alsace-Lorraine, Silesia, Posen, the Saar 
Basin, and other areas, Germany is to lose 35,175 square miles, in addi- 
tion to 8,572 square miles:in Schleswig and East Prussia which will 
presumably have to be parted with jin consequence of referendum votes 
on the question of allegiance for which the treaty provides. PEven con- 
ceding that the whole Alsace-Lorraine ought to be restored to Franee, 
and that the inhabitants of the designated portions of Schleswig and 
East Prussia should be allowed to determine their allegiance, the loss of 
territory still aggregates 29,575 square miles. In addition to deprivation 
of territory in Europe, Germany is to renounce in favor of the Allies 
and the other so-called associated Powers all its overseas possessions, 
including not only its colonies but its rights and property in China, 
Siam, Liberia, Morocco, Egypt, Turkey, and Bulgaria. The destruction 
cf Germany’s military and naval power is virtually complete; its army 
is reduced to 100,000 men, its navy iis cut down to a handful of vessels, 
conscription is abolished, ‘the further construction of wireless stations 
is forbidden, and most of its cables are appropriated by the victors. 
Within a zone of fifty kilometres east of the Rhine all fortifications are 
to be destroyed. | 

All this, drastic as it is, forms only the opening chapter. There 
are to be reparations, indemnities, and strangling economic punish- 
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ments as well. What the aggregate amount of indemnities and repara- 
tions is to be has not, apparently, yet been determined, but, whatever 
it is, Germany is to go on paying it for ‘thirty years, beginning with an 
initial payment within two years of a billion pounds sterling. At the 
Same time it is required to devote jits economic resources directly to the 
restoration of the invaded regions of Belgium and France; to deliver 
annually for ten years to those countries and to Italy great quantities 
of coal (one of its principal coal fields, the Saar Basin, having in the 
meantime been surrendered); and to grant to the Allied and associated 
Powers preferences and concessions in trade which will go far toward 
destroying German competition in any branch of industry. As if de- 
liberately to add insult to penalty, the victors further propose to exact 
from Germany most-favored-nation treatment for their own vessels in 
the German fishing and coasting trade, and even in towage; while as a 
guarantee that the requirements of the treaty will be met, German ter- 
ritory west of the Rhine, together with the bridgeheads on that river, 
is to be occupied by Allied and associated troops for fifteen years, unless 
in the meantime the requirements of the treaty are fully complied with. 

Nor is this all. The provisions for the disarmament of Germany, 
which might easily, had the victorious Powers so chosen, have been made 
a beneficent illustration of how a great state might live in peace and 
happiness without an army or a navy greater than the needs for a po- 
lice, are wholly negatived, so far as moral value is concerned, by the 
failure of the treaty to provide for any measure whatever of disarma- 
ment on the part of the Allies and their associates. As the treaty stands, 
Germany is to be stripped of its means of defense as well as of offense, 
while its conquerors hover about it fully armed. If there were still need 
ef proof that the League of Nations, as a device for insuring world peace, 
is only an alliance of three great Powers to enforce their will upon all 
the others, the treatment accorded to Germany at this point should fur- 
nish the demonstration. Further, what is to be said for a treaty which 
requires Germany to “hand over to the associated Governments, either 
jointly or severally, all persons” accused of “having committed acts in 
violation of the laws and customs of war,” together with “all documents 
and information necessary to insure full knowledge of the incriminating 
acts, the discovery of the offenders, and the just appreciation of the re- 
sponsibility,” one of the alleged offenders being the former Kaiser, now 
outside of German territory; to concede in advance the validity of trea- 
ties yet to be made with Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey, in- 
cluding the decisions which may be made regarding their territory; to 
recognize in advance any new states that may be formed out of the ter- 
ritory of the three Powers mentioned, with such boundaries as may be 
agreed upon; to accept in advance the decisions of prize courts of the 
Allies regarding ships or goods; and to admit the jurisdiction of a 
League of Nations of which it is not a member, and which it cannot 
enter save with the unanimous consent of the Powers which are seeking 
its destruction? 

Such are the terms to which the representatives of Germany are 
asked to set their hands without demur. Such is the treaty which is to 
end a war fought to overthrow autocracy and militarism and to en- 
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throne democracy and peace. Such is the settlement to which the Pres- 
ident of the United States has given his approval, and which the Senate 
of the United States will be asked to ratify. The heinousness of its offend- 
ing, the calculating harshness of its demands and impositions, the ‘gross 
repudiation of moral obligations and good faith which it involves, its 
gross injustice to the Allied peoples themselves and to their moral stand- 
ing, become only the more apparent as its terms are studied. It is a 
peace of vengeance, not of justice. It will not restore Germany to the 
family of nations; it will destroy Germany as a Great Power. What 
will be the fate of Germany if {the treaty prevails is, however, quite the 
least important aspect of the matter; the great and startling question 
now is what will be the fate of democracy, of political and economic 
liberty, of morals and ideals? How stands it with the peoples at this 
grave moment in the world’s career? 


It would be idle now to mince words. The meaning of the treaty 
is obvious. After nearly five years of strenuous effort and high ex- 
pectancy, the hopes of the peoples have been destroyed. The progress 
of democracy as either a theory or a practice of social righteousness 
Jhas been suddenly and forcibly checked. The great reforms which were 
sto gupstitute the rule of people for the rule of Governments, abolish 
“war asa means of aggression or of settling international disputes, break 
‘down alliances and balances of power, put secret diplomacy under the 
ban, do away with discriminating tariffs, establish the right of self- 
government for all peoples who desired it and were fit to exercise it, 
and |bind the nations ‘in a world league in which all would enjoy equal 
rights and equal opportunity, have been checked in their progress. In 
place of these helpful things of which patriots had dreamed, and which 
the peoples of the world for one brief moment imagined they were about 
to grasp, there has been enthroned at Versailles an arrogant and self- 
sufficient autocracy of five Great Powers, two of which are practically 
at the mercy of the other three; an autocracy owning no authority save 
its own will, deliberating ‘in secret, parcelling out privileges and terri- 
tory as best serves its own interests, turning a deaf ear to protests and 
closing its eyes to facts, observing no sounder principles than those of 
political compromise, and ordering all things by its own self-centered no- 
tions of how the peoples may best be controlled. It is this Versailles 
autocracy which, in crushing Germany as a world Power, has itself as- 
sumed the role of world dictator. That it is vindictive as well as pow- 
erful, that its resources are immense, and that it intends to have its 
way with the peoples and their aspirations, no one now need cherish 


any doubt whatever. Progress henceforth is to 'go by favor, and the 


favor will be that of the Big Three. 

History, perhaps, will some time tell us how, among the men who 
have dominated the proceedings at Versailles, the responsibility for this 
state of things should be apportioned. None, surely, who have had a 
hand in the determinations of the Peace Conference can go unblamed, 
save as they may have been overborne by the weight of authority. Yet 
the verdict of history will not, we ‘think, be incorrectly forecast if the 
larger blame for the check which liberty and democracy have received 
is laid to the charge of Woodrow |Wilson. To Mr. Wilson, more than to 
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any other man who has ever lived, it fell to voice the aspirations of the 
world’s peoples and to receive their homage. The times and the oppor- 
tunity were alike supremely great. The stream of revolt against priv- 
ilege and privilege-begotten wealth, the demand for the abolition of au- 
tocracy and the substitution of a political and economic régime in which 
the people should rule in ‘fact as well as in name, had risen to the point 
where all that was needed, apparently, was wise and inspiring direction 
to make it an instrument of the greatest gains for human welfare that 
the race had ever known. It was Mr. Wilson’s achievement to give to 
this great yearning of the world’s masses, not indeed constructive leader- 
ship, for he has builded nothing that will endure, but a winning expo- 
sition and a moral unction which caught the imagination of peoples 
everywhere, riveted their attention upon him as the one man living who 
sounded their motives and voiced their aspirations, and made him their 
idol as well as their guide and friend. The trust which the peoples 
gave him the appeals which they fondly directed to him, and the high 
expectations with which they hung upon his words, were as pathetic 
in simplicity as they were imposing in weight and mass. He ‘was the 
hope of democracy, and the fear of his enemies was the confidence of his 
friends. | 


How Mr. Wilson has repaid the confidence which the peoples gave 
him, all the world now knows. The jone-time idol of democracy stands 
today discredited and condemned. His rhetorical phrases, torn and faded 
tinsel of a thought which men now doubt if he himself ever really be- 
lieved, will never again fall with hypnotic charm upon the ears of eager 
multitudes. The camouflage of ethical precept and political philosophiz- 
ing which for long blinded jthe eyes of ‘all but the most observing has 
been stripped away, and the peoples of the world see revealed, not a 
friend faithful to the last, but an arrogant autocrat and a compromis- 
ing politician. And with the loss lof the robes which gave him sanctity 
goes also the loss of all liberal and ennobling support. There will still 
be many to applaud the treaty, and, to join hands with Mr. Wilson in 
remorseless effort to push vengeance to completion, but they will not 
be the liberals who long acclaimed him as their leader nor the masses who 
once saw in him a second Providence. Those who stand with him now— 
strange transformation when one recalls the years of his ascendancy— 
are the staunch supporters of power and privilege, the controllers of 
great wealth and dictators of social favor, the voluble champions of the 
established order against every form of revolution, the preachers of 
hate and prejudice, and the timid and dependent whose souls are not 
their own. These are the ones who now do Mr. Wilson honor. 


It is well that the line should at last be clearly drawn, for with 
the publication of the German treaty the real battle for liberty begins. 
All that has gone before—the overthrow of Czardom in Russia, the con- 
stitutional struggle in Germany, the establishment of a Soviet Govern- 
ment in Hungary, the revolt against tyranny or constraint in all quar- 
ters of the globe—are only the preliminaries of the great revolution to 
‘whose support the friends of freedom must now rally everywhere. Less 
and less, as that struggle widens, will the world have place for either 
liberals or conservatives: Versailles has forced men into two main 
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camps, the radicals and the reactionaries. Heaven grant that the revo- 
lution may be peaceful, and that it may destroy only to rebuild! What- 
ever its course, it is the peoples who have been deluded land ignored who 
will play the leading part, for with the appalling example of Mr. ‘Wilson 
and the Peace Conference before their eyes, the peoples will have small 
use for any leadership save theirown. This is the scene which the moral 
collapse at Versailles opens to the wworld, this the promised land toward 
which the peoples of the world ‘will now press with all their strength. 
With Germany crushed and autocracy enthroned, with 'the strong hand 
of power at the throat of liberty, the battle opens which is to make men 
free. —The Nation. 


The League of Nations’ Danger. 


The following sermon, preached by the Rt. Rev. Charles Gore, Bishop 
of Oxford, at St. Michael’s Church, London, on March 26, is reprinted 
from the Ohristian Oommonwealth (London) of ‘April 2. On March 28 
Bishop Gore’s letetr, dated Mareh 15, resigning his bishopric, was made 
public. ; 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidines, that publisheth peace.—Isaiah 52: 7. 

So we felt amidst the terrors of the great war; so it was that the 
proclamation of the idea of the League of Nations fell like a sort of 
pleasant dew upon the imagination of the common man. The idea is 
part of the reaction which of late years has prevailed in all directions, 
in all departments of human life, against the individualism which was 
rampant and dominant when I was a boy. In jthose remote days it was 
the accepted dogma that unrestricted competition among individuals or 
groups, enlightened by education and equipped by science, was to liber- 
ate humanity and bring us to the Golden Age. And then we found that 
we had been utterly deceived; we found this out long before the war. In 
the industrial world we found that this unrestricted competition which 
had been described as the setting of man free was really the enslaving 
of the masses of men. It Jed to vast fortunes for the few, but for the 


mass of men to a condition which, if not penury, at any rate was a con-- 


dition of economic enslavement to forces which they could in no wise 
control. So that there had set in an almost universal reaction. 

And it was exactly the same principle which had been at the root 
of the dominant idea of the balance of power, and ‘the arming of all na- 
tions ‘up 'to the highest point of military equipment; because selfishness 
is exactly the same principle, whether it be ‘the selfishness of the in- 
dividual or what the French call the selfishness 4 deux aA trois, the 


selfishness of the family, lor the selfishness of the class, or the selfishness. 


of the nation. And national selfishness had led to a condition of things 
which was obviously threatening the very foundations of human civili- 
zation, in which each nation jspent its resources in arming itself, using 
all the resources of science for the purposes of human destruction, re- 
strained only by a balance of power which simply waited until cne na- 


tion thought it had the opportunity of asserting itself. So it was that 
we were, and felt ourselves tobe, on the eve of the great war; and then. 
that terrible calamity fell upon us. Men saw no salvation for our civil- 
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ization except the reorganizing of nations on some such system as should 
recognize that the interest of the whole body must |be Supreme over the 
interest of a particular class and particular individuals. So among the 
nations there must be some international alliance fof all civilized peo- 
ples, which shall result in the production of a supernational authority, 
in which shall be embodied the common interest of human civilization, 
and which shall be dominant over any such selfish aggressor as Ger- 
many had just shown herself to be. And this alliance must exist, not 
for the destruction of liberty, but as the sole means of its maintenance; 
not for the destruction of the independence of nations, but because in 
no other way could nations really see a hope of maintaining themseives 
and being their true selves, and escaping the domination of any more 
powerful neighbor. 

Now, this is idealistic. It strikes a great moral note. The great 
prophet of this doctrine was the greatest of all the prophets of modern 
democracy, that is, Joseph Mazzini. He was ja passionate patriot, but 
always told his Italians that they must first of all vindicate their liber- 
ties as a nation before they could do anything for humanity, and must 
be ready to fight for their nation. But he had always seen that national- 
ism is only a step on 'the way to that higher thing which is the welfare 
of mankind, which must be throned above the interest of separate na- 
tions. That is idealism. It strikes a great moral note, and you know 
how all the traditions of the old industrial and political world are op- 
posed to a moral note being struck. According to them “business is bus- 
iness”’ and “politics is politics.” So it was that the cynics had an easy 
time. But what has disquieted the cynics is that it is not the people who 
would be called idealists, not the poets, the clergymen, the normal 
preachers of idealism, who are putting out this scheme of the League of 
Nations, but the practical men. There is no one with a knowledge of 
European politics to rival Lord Grey, and yet Lord Grey said this was 
not only a good scheme, but the one necessary scheme in which alone 
he saw the hope of salvation for our civilization. It was Balfour, no- 
toriously skeptical of idealistic schemes, who told us in the same way 
it was necessary; it was the man with the legal mind, Asquith, who 
told us the same thing; it was Lord Robert Cecil, it was General Smuts; 
not people identified with idealism, but the practical men, and men of 
all kinds in politics. In America, if the President became the prophet 
of the League of Nations, yet his chief political opponent, ex-President 
Taft, maintained it first. And why? Why are they striking this high 
note? They all told us they saw no other way for the salvation of our 
civilization. They said that if after the war the representatives of the 
nations, tho they might have established never so sound a peace and 
drawn never so cleverly the boundaries of a new Europe, were to separ- 
ate and withdraw from the momentous council chamber, and go back 
to their homes leaving the nations on their old basis of individualistic 
organization, after a period of exhaustion to begin to build up again 
forces one against the other, using all the resources of science, now in- 
finitely multiplied and developed in acuteness, for the production of in- 
struments and means of destruction, to wait only till the spark should 
fall upon the tinder, literally they did not see how our civilization could 
survive. | 
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Hilaire Belloc, whose prophecies have not always been fulfilled, ven- 
tured on a prophecy which so far has looked horribly like the truth. 
Please God the omen will not be fulfilled, but in a very clever article, 
written as in retrospect from the year 3000 A. D. out of a supposed just- 
recovering civilization, looking back upon the dark age of total barbar- 
ism which had followed the extinction of our race after the great war, 
he described how the scattered fragments of information which had been 
retained thru the destruction of that civilization intimated what had 
happened. That is to say, that after the great war the nations had broken 
out into social strife and civil war between capital and labor; that mean- 
while, in their anxiety to hurry home, the deputies of the nations had 
made a peace which seemed satisfactory for the moment, but which had 
left no security for the organization of a supernational authority. That 
is, they had got preoccupied with their domestic strife; meanwhile the 
period of exhaustion was over and onother period of conflict, originat- 
ing from another quarter, had broken out, and Europe was again at 
war. In its strained and dazed condition this had proved the harbinger 
of a universal chaos in which the slowly built up fabric of civilization 
had dissolved. 


Well, you know, we read in past history of the dissolution of great 
and mighty civilizations, and we trace the causes coldly as we deai with 
things which do not touch ourselves; but as to our own civilization 
ranking among those giant forms of empire on their way to ruin, we 
do not like it. And yet the picture had a horrible verisimilitude, it co- 
incided with this terrific threat of those somewhat big-minded men who 
told us that apart from the League of Nations they saw no other way to 
save our civilization. So, then, we were very thankful when the states- 
men, immediately after the armistice, began to busy themselves about 
the League of Nations, and it came to be so much an accepted dogma 
that the peace was to be built upon the League of Nations and that the 
President of the United States was to be its prophet, that there were 
many people who Jeaped from skepticism to enthusiasm, and said it was 


no longer necessary to say anything about it because it could be taken 
for granted. 


And now, where do we stand? Was there ever a moment in the war 
in jwhich thoughtful men found themselves filled with a profounder 
anxiety than at this particular moment? And why? Because since the 
armistice was struck we seem to have looked in vain among the nations 
of the world for any better spirit than that of the old national individ- 
ualism. A great many of us knew that it was idle to talk, as men did 
talk in the war, as if the spirit of aggressiveness was limited to Ger- 
many. We had read the secret treaties, and we knew what they meant. 
The secret treaties have not been disowned, but are still effective; and 
I ask you, cast your eye over the nations, where do you see a spirit 
larger than the old selfish spirit of claiming as much as you can get? 
Out of the spirit of claiming as much as you can get there can arise 
nothing except the universal scramble. 

Or, once again, it seemed to me, when Germany had been thoroly 
defeated, then was the moment to prove to Germany that it would be 
humanely treated; that it would be given a fair place for recovery. In 
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the nature of things we did not ask for public repudiations; they would 
have been untrustworthy indeed. What we trusted was that Germany 
would be forced by the logic of events to realize, as indeed she must 
realize now, that she had been grossly, utterly, lamentably misled. What 
was wanted was surely a witness that if she behaved herself she would 
be allowed to re-enter the comity of nations uncrushed. You know what 
has happened. It is hard to resist the impression, however you distri- 
bute the blame, that the League of Nations is in the greatest peril of 
becoming an organization of the Allies to keep Germany permanently 
crushed. That is what is felt, and the signs are at present not visible 
of a disarmament of any nation except Germany. Witness our own war 
budget or army budget. Under the terror of hunger and the terror of 
despair you see what is happening. More and more the League of Na- 
tions and the Council of Ten and the Council of Four appear to be iden- 
tified with the council of the victors. Over against that is forming tne’ 
thing most dangerous, far more dangerous than Germany in its power, 
the thing most dangerous to the whole of civilization, that is, a revolu- 
tionary socialism, driven 'to despair, spreading from Russia to Hungary, 
from Hungary to Austria, from Austria it may be to Germany, till you 
get the League of the Allies confronted with half of Europe in an irre- 
deemable chaos. Who can say ‘that the fault will not be our own? Who 
can say that we have not been taking the very best steps to secure such 
an awful result? Meanwhile the ‘League itself is daily causing the dis- 
tress of all who really care for democracy, showing, as it has, the least 
possible provision for the real representation of the minds of the na- 
tions; substituting for it an autocracy of the ruling Powers. 


I do not think I can fbe accused of having exaggerated in any way. 
Certainly the situation is one in which all who really care for the main- 
tenance of peace, for the principle of unification, must be alert; because, 
behind Governments, behind our representatives at Paris, there is the 
mind of nations. The press nowadays is not free. Opinion does not 
organize itself. There is the usual depression and lowering of moral 
aims which always follows times of war. For the real terror of the 
time of war is not during the war; then war has certain very ennobling 
powers. It is after-war periods that are the curse of the world, and it 
looks as if the same were going to prove true of this war. What we 
want is an organization of the moral feeling of all mankind, to say that 
certain things must be and certain things shall not be; that the League 
of Nations shall not degenerate into a league of the conquerors, to pun- 
ish and to crush; that Germany must, no doubt, be punished, and will 
be punished, but in order that it may learn a lesson of reasonableness 
and of hope, saved and not starved, and feeling that she owes the pos- 
sibility of her salvation to the change in ‘her own spirit. That is what 
we want; that is the meaning of the League of Nations: a league of all 
settled nations which does not give the prependerance to any alliance, 
but which gives freedom of development to all nations, and is the recog- 
nized and frank opponent of militarism and military autocracy in all 
its forms. That was the meaning of the League of Nations, so it was 
declared, so all its prophets told us; and what we have got to do is to 
hold it to its bond. 
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I own that I never felt anxiety such as I do now. I think the aspect 
of things has never ‘been so dark as it is at this moment. I think the 
temper of the nations has become degraded since the declaration of the 
armistice to a degree that is almost terrifying. Still, we know our 
grounds of hope, and we must fall back upon them; and first is the de- 
termination that our civilization shall not perish. We do not mean 
that it shall; we do not believe that this is the purpose of God, but we 
know that there is only one way of escape. We have been told so by 
our sanest voices ,that the way of escape is the way of suppressing mil- 
itarism and enthroning right above the insolence, ambitions, the rival- 
ries of particular nations. That is the very meaning of the League of 
Nations. We know the enemy is no longer the strength of Germany, but 
rather its weakness, its starvation, and its despair. What we have got 
to demand of our statesmen is that they shall take a wider and wiser 
view than that inspired by the narrowness of revenge and the mere 
feeling of triumph over an insolent opponent. 


Secondly, we put our faith in democracy. It was Erasmus who first 
said in the sixteenth century that in the long run it was the dynasties 
who were always in favor of war, and the working people who in the 
long run were always in favor of peace; and that I believe to be true. 
But you realize how very far off democracy is in any country from being 
realized. America, which talked most of democracy, is further off than 
we are, and we are not very near it. What really rules us? What really 
speaks in our newspapers? Government of the people, for the people, 
by the people, is something that is very far off. Yet I believe that the 
movement of God in history—and there is a purpose of God in history— 
is toward democracy, and that either thru violent rebellion and then re- 
aaction—and I hate violent rebellion—or by a progress which can be 
peaceable because in the last resort the claim of justice is heard, I be- 
lieve that democracy is the winning cause, and that you cannot fool all 
the people all the time, as President Lincoln said. They will find out 
that their interest is not with war but with peace, and not with arma- 
ments but with courts of conciliation. 


Thirdly, I still put my trust in the arrival of America into the 
council of Europe, because the traditions of the European nations are so 
tainted. We do not like to talk about it, but we must talk about it that 
men may think about it. Think of our traditions in the southeast of 
Hurope, and lof the crimes which must be laid to our charge! Think 
what would have happened if we had not put our money on the wrong 
horse, and for over half a century maintained and supported Turkey! 
‘Think of what would have happened if we had not torn up in the seven- - 
ties the Treaty of San Stefano, but had allowed things to take their 
‘course! The policy was, as Lord Salisbury said, a mistaken policy; he 
‘confessed it. The moral results were to saddle us with a responsibility, 
which we have never half realized, for all the situation which has gen- 
erated this war in that breeding-plot of wars, the southeast of Europe. 
No, not because America is better, but because America is free from the 
complications of Europe, I think we must look with great hope to the 
arrival of America into European politics; and we must cling to the be- 
lief that America cannot withdraw from the peace any more than she 
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could keep out of the war, and that the arrival of one who is not em- 
barrassed by the complications of old traditions, and can take a free- 
and frank view of the situation, is a great ground of hope. 

And, lastly, I should like to be able to appeal to the church. Why 
have we got away from the ideals of St. Paul? How has it come about 
that Christianity, of all things in the world, which owed its very be- 
ginning to a protest against mere nationalism, should have become so 
narrow, so restricted, so degraded, as to forget its great voice and to 
respond so slowly to the appeals? Yet we have responded slowly. Our 
formal assemblies of the churches have spoken, but it has not become 
at all a thing which the great mass of Christians are determined to take 
up. And yet it might have been so. We might have had a league of all 
churches to behave as one church, to demand the end of militarism and 
the establishment of that with which indeed the progress and hope of 
the world can be identified; such a ileague of all the civilized nations as 
shall create the supernational authority cognizant of right and justice 
for all people, and able to enforce itself over any one recalcitrant nation. 
Meanwhile, the call is indeed the call as of a trumpet to the heart of 
Christendom. Democracy is so largely preoccupied with its struggles 
of labor against capital that it forgets, it does not realize, that the far 
greater enemy is that which is resisting the real establishment of a 
league of justice among nations. The time is not too late. The fortune 
of the fray as is being waged in the council chamber at Paris seems 
to ebb and flow from day to day, irregularly, and now none can tell the 
issue. There is actually nothing which ought to be in our prayers, and 
in every bit of influence which we can use, superior in its claim on us 
to the claim of that in which I believe the permanence of our civiliza- 
tion is bound up—the establishment of a League of Nations worthy of 


the name. 


British Labor Opposes Covenant. 
Royal W. FRANCE Reports ON SITUATION Tio GROUP OF UNITED STATES 
SENATORS; 14 PorInTs ARE SCRAPPED, HE SAYS 

“The unofficial representative of a group of United States Senators 
who were anxious to know the attitude of Murope toward the League 
of Nations covenant, but were unable to go over themselves and find 
out, sent to them yesterday a report of a Buropean trip from which he 
has just returned, and informed them in positive terms that British la- 
bor is overwhelmingly against the covenant. 

Royal W. France, a lawyer of New York, is the man who makes the 
report. He is a brother of Senator Joseph I. France of Maryland. A 
large part of his stay abroad was passed in England, where he inter- 
viewed a number of leaders of liberal thought and obtained an official 
expression of the view of the British Labor Party. He gave in an inter- 
view the substance ‘of the report he has made to the Senators. 

LIBERALS ARE DISAPPOINTED. 

“It is not stating it too strongly,” he said, “to say that the attitude 
of the liberals, both in England and France is one of bitter disappoint- 
ment. They had looked to President Wilson as a great liberal leader 
who would show the world a way out of the abyss of hatred and despair 
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in which it finds itself. They considered the President’s Fourteen Points 
a basis on which the world could be united and its wounds healed. 

“They feel, however, that he has abandoned his position; that the 
Fourteen Points have been thrown into the scrap heap, and that the 
Paris Conference, like previous conferences of unholy memory, has de- 
generated into a scramble for the spoils, which will leave the world em- 
bittered and divided and ready for new wars. 

“T discussed the question of the proposed League of Nations with 
William Adamson, leader of the British Labor Party in the House of 
Commons; with George Lansbury, editor of the Daily Herald, the official 
organ of the British Labor party; with Arthur Henderson, secretary of 
the British Labor Party, and with many other persons, both of liberal 
and conservative views. In no quarter did I find any enthusiasm for the 
Paris proposal. The executive committee of the British Labor Party 
met and the following statement represents the official attitude of this 
party which I believe will soon control the Government in Great Britain. 

“‘The joint committee having considered the text of the League of 
Nations covenant is of the opinion that it is defective in certain impor 
tant particulars and requires to be amended to bring it into conformity 
with the proposals of the international working class movement. The 
League of Nations in order to establish and maintain world peace, must 
be based on direct representation from Parliaments and not merely 
from Governments, so as to secure and maintain its democratic char- 
acter and prevent it being used as a buttress to executive authority; it 
should include all the nations of the world willing to join in creating 
it and accepting its obligations. 


SOME PROVISIONS NEEDED. 

“Tt should contain provisions for control of armaments, definitely 
declared to be a step toward national disarmament; for freedom of trade, 
and for carrying into effect an international labor charter. It should 
impose upon the signatory nations the responsibility of holding colonies 
and dependencies in wardship for the purpose of training and educating 
them in the political qualities which will enable them ultimately te 
practise self-determination; and in accordance with the proposals im 
the Labor War Aims this provision should apply to all such colonies 
and not merely those lately under German control. 

““On these points we regard the League of Nations covenant issued 
from Paris on February 15 as defective and unsatisfactory, and we are 
of opinion that the British representatives at the Peace conference should 
be called upon to propose and support amendments which will alter the 
scheme in accordance with the above conditions and so make it accept- 
able to the democracies of the world. 

““Murther, the joint committee is strongly convinced that the im- 
mediate and total abolition of conscription’ in all countries is an in- 
separable part of a successful league of nations. We consider that the 
gigantic military estimates recently presented to the House of Com- 
mons are conceived in the old spirit which brought about the war and 
have been discredited thereby; they are calculated to fasten compulsory 
military service on this country, and as a permanent part of national 
policy. In our judgment, therefore, the Government should be pressed 
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to reduce these estimates and to instruct its delegates at the Peace Con- 
- ference to work for the total and universal abolition of compulsory mil- 
itary service.’ 

RAISING OF BLOCKADE URGED 

“On Sunday afternoon, March 30, I saw a great labor demonstration 
in Hyde Park, London, in favor of raising the blockade into Germany. 
It was a most impressive spectacle. There was a gathering ‘estimated 
by newspaper representatives present to contain at least 100,000 work- 
men, led by bands and bearing banners on which were inscribed ‘Raise 
the Blockade. We don’t Fight Babies,’ and similar inscriptions. 

“The throng broke up into a great number of meetings, each ad- 
dressed by different speakers, who depicted in moving terms the suf- 
fering of the people, particularly the children, in Germany. The speak- 
ers also denounced the withdrawal of allied troops from the country. 

“The pity and hatred engendered by the war have given way, so far 
as the great laboring classes of England are concerned, to a feeling of 
pity and to a desire for fair play, and the surrender which they feel 
President Wilson has made to the bitter and violent spirit of the reac- 
tionaries of England and France has filled them with the deepest disap- 
pointment. 

“Time and again I was told that had the President realized the 
strength of the people and their sincere wish for a peace of justice and 
understanding he would never have ‘yielded his position. Most of the 
persons with whom I talked expressed the feeling that great injury has 
been done to the world by the delay in arriving at a deep ‘resentment at 
the secretive methods employed by the ‘Big Four’ at the Paris Confer- 
ence, after the President’s declaration in favor of open covenants openly 
arrived at.’”—New York Sun. 


Tr. O. Melles (Methodift) 
Gebet fiir dic Deutidhen 
git Ddiejer Beit. 

Dr. Melle fpricht einleitenderiweije davon, mie alle am Krieg betetligten 
Volfer Gott um Steg anriefen, und fragt dann angeficdts de3 Bujammenz 
bruds Deutjdlands: ,,Sind ihre, d. h. der Fetnde Deutfdlands, Gebete 
machtiger und glaubenSvoller gemefen als die unfrigen? Hat Gott fie erz 
hort und un3 nicht?” Er erflart dann, eS fonne fitch bet den twahren Bez 
tern nicht dDarum handeln, irdijche Biele zu ergwingen, fondern darum, daf 
das Reich Gottes fomme. Diejem Biwect aber miijjen irgendiwte auch Kriege 
und Revolutionen dienen. Cben darum hatte jeder rechte Veter wahrend 
des gangen Krieges rufen miiffen: ,,Dein Meich forme, dein Wille gefchehe,” 
und: ,Gerr, bilf, dak trok Nrieq und Blutvergiefen, tro’ Ha und Une 
gerechtigfeit dein Neich fomme.” Das Reich Gottes aber fet die Herr|haft 
Chrifti in den Herzen der Menj{djen. 

» Sh mu e3 jet befennen,” fahrt Dr. Melle fort, ,dakR mir befonders 
im Anfang de3 Mrieges der Gebdanfe Freude madhte, dak Gott un3 den Sieg 
gulwenden twiirde und mit dem Siege bermehrten Cinflu® in der Welt. Fir 
mich aber bedeutete mehr Cinflup eine beffere Gelegenheit fiir unfer Golf, 
das teure Cbangelium ton Chrijtus in die BVolfertvelt deS nahen und fernen 
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Hjtens zu tragen.... Aber nun fam die furchtbare Katajtrophe. Wir jind 
mehr al3 ge{dlagen; eine Demiitigung verdrangt die andere. Nicht mehr 
Cinfluk haben wir, fondern twir find verachtet unter den Pationen, twie es 
faum je ein anderes Wolf war; und felbjt unfere Freunde wahrend der Zeit 
unferer Grfolge jmahen uns als ,Ounnen’ und Verbrecher. Hat Gott uns 
pergeffen? Nein, und taufendmal nein! Unfere fchreckliche politijde Lage 
‘Darf uns den Blice auf ihn und fiir feine Wege nicht verdunfeln! Cin ver 
Yorener Grieg ijt nicht das qroRte Unalitcé. 

Wir find im der traurigften Periode unferer Gefdichte; aber dieje 
punfeln Qahre find vielleicht in Gottes Xugen nichts als der notwendige 
‘Wendepunft gu einer neuen A%era. Gie find vielleicht nur ein dunfler Tune 
nel, Der in eine Landfdaft von Licht und SGehonheit fiihrt. Der deutfdhe 
Chrijt, der fein Volf liebt, fann nicht blind fein gegen dejjen Giimden. Bez 
herrfdte nicht der Unglaube die Maffen? Die Reiden twaren voll der Git- 
ter diefer Welt und fiihrten ein Leben de3 Lurus und de3 VergniigenS. Die 
Armen tvaren nicht twentger unter der Getwalt des Mamnton3 als die Retz 
q@en. Giinden gegen Gottes Gefebe tvurden als natiirliche Rechte, ja felbjt 
alg Tugenden erflart. Maplofer Stolz war iiberall zu finden. Was ware 
aus un getvorden, tenn fir einen glorreichen Steg errungen hatten? 

Gind nicht etlice der gropten Volfer des Wltertums bald nach thren 
glangendften Giegen in ihren Ruin geftiirgt? Aber Gott will nicht unjern 
Ruin, nod den Tod unjerer Nation! Sarum hat er uns in den Ttegel gee 
fworfen, dak tvir gelautert und unfere Wufrichtiqfeit, unjer Glauben und unz 
fere Liebe betwahrt twiirden. Die Beit ift mun fiir uns da, trok Verleum- 
Dung und Hap vor der ganzgen Welt den VBetveis Zu liefern, dab die deutjden 
Chrijten ftarf genug fein twerden, ftill gu fein, denen, die fte fchelten, au 
bergeben, fiir fte 3u beten, 3u glauben, gu hoffen und — gu fieben. 
Unfer Volf tar immer am qrogten in den Zeiten der Erniedrigung und Mot. 
Unjere bejten und grogten Taten twaren aus der tiefften Not gqeboren. C38 
it vor allem twichtig, Dap das Volf nicht in Nacht und iveifel finfe, fondern 
feinen Weg guriteé finde gu feinem Gott, der tréjten, elfen und beilen 
HOGS Ae 

Der Webdanfe follte uns nicht 3u jehr niederdriiden, daR nun viele un- 
ferer MtiffionSunternehnumagen von dew 2merifanern und Englandern iiberz 
nontmen fwerden, und dak Die Wifjtonare diefer Nation vielleicht nun eine 
qropere Gelegenheit und offenere Titre fiir ihre Arbeit Haben werden als 
fir Deut}che. Wer twetk, twas Gott fiir Pane hat fiir wn3 und — fiir die 
andern! Sn Gottes Reich gelten andere Gefebe als in den Konigreicen und 
Republifen diefer Welt. Was Menjdhen als Fortfdhritt erfdeint, ijt in Got- 
teS Augen vielleicht ein Fehlichlaq; und was wir als eine Gelegenbheit gu 
groRerem Cinflugk anfehen, mag in Gottes Obren da8 Grabgelaute fiir as 
gange betreffende Werf fein. Gat Gott jemal$ nad dem Sinn der Pajfen 
Diejer Welt qearbeitet? Hat er nicht getwdhnlich das erwahlt, was nichts 
galt bor der Welt? Der Gedanfe ijt mir gum grofen Croft getvefen, daf 
Gott das Fundament feines Reiches nidt durch Manner aus dem fiegretden, 
tweltbeherrfdenden rimifchen Kaiferreich legen liek, fondern dure Manner 
aus dem unterdritdten, verhabten, gefdmabhten Volf Yfracl. Matthaus und 
Petrus, Yohannes und Paulus, Marfus und Yafobus haben die Welt nicht 
mit Flotten und Armeen, noch durd Wiffenfehaft und Organifation iiber- 
iwunden, fondern Durch die Kraft Sefu Chrijti, d. h. durch die raft des 
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Glaubens und der Liebe. Wir brauden, um ein Miffionsvolf zu fein und 
gu twerden, nicht iweltliden Cinfluf, fondern innere Kraft und einen heiltz 
gen, gelauterten Charatter. 

© Bolf, das einft Manner hatte wie Luther, das in der Beit der Rez 
formation ein Licht und Galg der Erde mar, fet ecingedenf der befonderen 
Gaben, die dir anveriraut find. Fajje die Hand de3 Vaters, die dich fchlagt; 
eS ift Die Hand der etwigen Liebe. Gei ftarf, jtarf in der Macht feiner Starke. 
Die Lajten auf deinen Schultern twerden deine Kraft nur Heben. Die Gonne 
Deiner Triibjal wird deine bejten Fabiafeiten gur Blitte bringen. Deine 
tiefe Demiitigung — wenn du nur in aufrichtiger Hergensbue twie der verz 
forene Sohn gu deinem himmlijden Vater guriic€ fehrit, toird dich zu einer 
weit bejferen Herrlicfeit fiihren als die, welche diefe Welt fennt, zu feiner 
Herrlichfeit. Und an jenem groken Tage twirft du jenfeits de3 Sordans der 
Beit eS danfend und triumpHierend befennen: ,,Wir haben einen Gott, der 
Gebete erhort.” (,,Upol.”) 


Cin Notjhrei und Hilferuf aus Ungarn, 

Befanntlich ijt das ehemaligqe Konigreich Ungarn infolge des Nrieges: 
mit Berftticelung bedroht. Das miirde dem dortigen evarngelifden Bro- 
teftantismus verhangnisvoll. Der romifch-fatholifce Tidedhenftaat will das: 
nordlide Ungarn mit feinen 800,000 Lutheranern fich einverletben, Itu- 
minien will Giebenbirgen unter feine Herrjchaft bringen, und Serbien be- 
gefrt Siud-lUngarn, two etiva 200,000 Broteftanten find. Cefterreid) jtrect 
auch nod) nach etlicjen Romitaten de Landes feine Hande aus. Da fieht 
eS um Die Bufunft deS Yroteftantismus, der eine dreihundertjahrige Let= 
DenSgejchichte hinter jich Hat, iibel aus. Colvobhl fein Glaube tie feine hohere 
Kultur find fewer bedrobht. 

Gehon im verflojfenen Chrijtmonat erlieR die ungarifdhe Univerjitat in 
Budapett einen Xujfruf an alle Univerfitaten des Wuslandes, deren Wufmerf= 
famfeit auf den fatalen Umitand [enfend, dak Uebergriffe der flabvifdhen 
Stamme auf magvyarifhes SiedelSqebiet den Untergang der hdheren magha- 
rifden Kultur und der evangelifden Kirchen in den befebten Landereten nut 
fich bringen miiften. 

Geither haben Wbhgeordnete der protejtantijchen Gemeinden Ungarns 
den Weg zu uns gefunden, hoffend, in der reformierten Schweiz Verftandnis: 
und Seilnahme gu finden fiir die jo gefabrdete Lage des ungarifden Pro- 
teftantigmus, und foomdglich ein briiderliches Cintreten fiir Ddenjelben her- 
beigufithren. 

Vor uns fliegen atoei Fluafchriften: ,,AXufruf der Siebenbiirger drift- 
lidh-magyarifdjen Rirde Helvetifaen Befenntniffes an ihre anslandifden 
GlanbenSbriider,” und: ,,Appell der ungarifdhen PBroteftanten an thre Brit- 
Der in den CEntentelindern.” Gie enthalten, nebjt dev fachlichen Gchilde- 
rung der Lage, ergreifende Dinge von Kampfen und Leiden bis aufs Bhuit 
um de3 Gewwifjens millen, von dunfler Tragif, und von heraglichen Bitten um 
moralifde Unterjtiibung. 

Die Vertreter der reformierten Stebenbiirger erblicen in den rumantz 
fehen WAnnexrionsbeftrebungen eine fchiwere Gefahr fiir den magharifden Pro- 
teftanti8mus, der immer noc boll Kraft, mit Glauben und Hoffnung erfillt 
ijt und feine gefdidtlide Verantwortung {piirt. Seit 400 Sahren bejtiir- 
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ten, diefe dftlidgen Wadhtiirme deS evargelifden Chrijtentums. Gie fonnten 
fie nicht umftiirgen. Bald gegen den mufelmannijden, bald gegen Det orten= 
talifden, bald gegen den pravojlavifden Fanatismus, jditgte die weftlichen 
Briider der magyarifcje Proteftantismus. Ex twiderjtand 400 Jahre der 
fatholifierenden Agitation der Habsburger und iiberlebte dieje geftitrgte Dy- 
najtie, Sn 566 Muttergemeinden, 100 Diajporagemeinden, mit 600 falviz 
nifden Schulen, in 260 Gemeinden mit 250 (uthertjdhen Schulen, in 100 
mit fozianianifden Schulen wird in Siebenbiirgen das Cvangelium verhindet. 

Auperdem hat die reformierte Kirche Stebenbitrgens eine theologijhe 
Fatultdt, dret Lehrerpraparandien, fieben Gymnaften und gahlreiche Kul- 
 turinftitutionnen. ,,@8 find foldje Werte, folde Feftungen der Sade 
Chrijti,” bemerft der Wufruf, ,daf fie fahren lafjen, eind ware mit der 
Verleugnung de3 evangelifden Proteftantismus.” Jn den 26 oftlichen No-z 
mitaten, welche die Rumanen fiir fich beanjprucjen, leben nach der Volfs- 
zahlung de3 Sabres 1910 1,546,587 Protejtanten, toovon 1,044,623 zur 
reformierten oder presbytertanifden, 412,102 gur Iutherifden und 69,872 
zur unitarifden Kirche gehdrten. Bon dtejer Zab! entfallen auf die 15 
Romitate Ciebenbitrgens 696,089 Yrotejtanten, von denen fwiederum 399,-2 
312 Presbyterianer, 229,028 Lutheraner und 67,792 Unitarier jind. Die 
Presbyterianer und Unitarier jind fajt ausnahmlos Ungarn und Pagyaren. 
Die Lutheraner in Giebenbriigen jind, abgefehen von mwenigen Taujenden 
Magharen in Brajjo (RKronjtadt), Deutjche; im eigentlidhen Ungarn rez 
frutieren fich Die Qutheraner aus Wtagyaren, Slowaten und Deutjden. Wn- 
ter aff diefen Broteftanten finden fid) nun einzig und allein 3536 Seelen, 
deren Mtutterfprade rumantfd ijt; eine WXnnexion der anderthalb Mtillionen 
Proteftanten feitenS Mumanten hatte aljo gur Folge, dak alle dieje Mten- 
{ehen, die nach Religion und Raffe mit Rumanien nidt das Geringfte zu 
tun Haben, unter rumanifder Oberhoheit geraten twiirden. Die Proteftan- 
ten macjen 22.3 Progent der Gejamtbevslferung bon 6,841,379 Geelen der 
26 oftliden Romitate aus, wahrend fie in Siebenbiirgen mit 2,678,367 Geez 
fen 26 Brogent der Landbevbslferung bilden. 

Dagu tritt, dak die Protejtanten nach Kultur und Bildung auf einer 
weit Hoheren Stufe als die andern Nonfefjtonen ftehen, befonders der atvet 
orthodoyen Kirden, deren Anhanger meijtens Rumanen find. 78.2 Rrogent 
der Proteftanten des ofiliden Landestetles im Alter von feds Qahren und 
dariiber fonnten nach der Volfszahlung bon 1910 lefen und fchreiben, mah- 
rend fid) diefer Progentfag fir die Griedhifch-Ratholijden und die Griedhifa- 
Orientalen derjelben Wtersftufe nur auf 34.9 Progent belauft. Das Gleicje 
qilt aud) fiir Siebenbiirgen, too 75.5 Progent Proteftanten und nur 33 Broz 
gent der beiden andern Nonfeffionen Lefen und fehreiben fonnen. Wus diez 
fen Angaben geht die grofe intellettuelle Weberlegenheit der Proteftanten 
Ddeutlich Hervor, und e8 wird nod lange dauern, bis die Rumanen in Gieben- 
biirgen den gleicen Erfolg aufiveijfen fornnen. ; 

Rumaniens Unduldfamfeit in religidfer Beziehung, die in der Ber- 
folgung der Quden und in der fhftematifden Rumanifierung der Katholiten 
gum WXusdrud gelangt, ijt befannt. Ste bilden eine groke Gefabr fiir das 
religioje Leben und die religidfe Frethett der Proteftanten. Um fo mehr erz 
Iheint eS als ernjte Glaubenspflidt jede3 Proteftanten, gegen die Unnexion 
ungarijder Landesteile feitens Rumaniens feine Stimme 3u erbeben. 

WS im Jahre 1848 der magharifdhe Reichstag die Gleichheit aller aus- 
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fprach, toaS vor allem den bisher unterdriidten Rumanen Ungarns zugute 


- Yam, da iwar Die erfte Tat der befreiten rumanifden Britder, dap fie den 3u- 


tiicgebliebenen Teil der auf die Schlachtfelder ausgegogenen Magharen, Die 
®Greifje, die Frauen und Kinder niedermebelten, Stadte, Oorfer, bejonders 
bie Haujer und Hodfe des magvarifdjen reformierten Gemeinadels einajcher- 
fen. Durch dieje herodiantjche Tat gingen achtgig reformterte maghartidhe 
Gemeinden gugrunde, und die einjt bliihenden, zablreichen Miuttergemeinden 
frijteten traurigeS Diajporaleben, faum einige Geelen gabhlend. Durch dte- 
fen Mtafjenmord ijt das Bettverhaltnis vielerort3 anders getworden, fo im 
Herzen Giebenbiirgens, im Marofer Tal, der Gegend von Ghulafehervar 
(RKarlsburq), welche zur Beit der alten reformierten Fiiriten in gang Ste- 
dSenbiirgen die magvarijcdjte Gegend war. Die Hithrer aber dtejer Hiaxb- 
und Mordziige bezugen von den Habshurgern bis gu ihrem LebenSende Pen- 
fion, und ifre Graber find Wallfahrtsftitten dev fiebenbitrgifden Rumanen 
geworden. 

Sm Weltfrieg Hatten die Magharen die furchtbarjten Vlriverlujte. Man 
jtellte fie an jeden gefahrlicjen Boften. Den Slaven war ja nicht zu trauen. 
Die rein magyarifden, groftenteils falvinijtijchen Gebiete: Szefler, Rumaz 
net, Hajdufer und die beften des Gomogher RKomitats twarten in fremder 
€rde alS Opfer fremder Sntereffen auf die berjohnungsvolle Xuferjtehung, 
und tvahrend in ihrer berheerten Heimat faum ein gum Mtilitardienft ,,Un- 
tauglicer” jich aufhalt, fangen die aus politifden Griinden nicht ins Feuer 
gejchictten oder fchnell qefangenen gut fonjerbierten Goldaten jener YNatio- 
nalitaten mit frijcher Kraft an, den Grund Zu legen gu ihrer neuen Welt. 

,Das nannten twir die dDunfle Tragif, teldhe iiber dem Haupte unjerer 
armen Iation jchiwebt. AWcht Jahrhunderte hindurd fchiiken mir mit unferm 
Blut, unfere eigenen Snterefjen hintanfebend, die Bivilifation des Weftens; 
jebt wollen fie tm Mamen dtefer Ziviltjation unjern ohnmadtigen Letb Lez 
bendig Zerjtiiceln. 

Chrijtlide Briider! Ware das gerecht, dak jener Proteftantismus, defz 
jen lUrfeindD und drohender Verderber das Haus Habsburg getwejen, jebt um 
der aufgendtigten, aber ehrlichen Verteidigung der Habsburger Politif willen 
einfad) bernichtet miirde? Blutend und gerriffen gwar, aber tir jcjlugen 
un$ bierhundert Sabre hindurch aus den etjernen Rrallen de3 romifden, 032 
manifden, Habsburajcden Smiperialismu3 heraus, und jebt merden fwir im 
Bore der Freiheit gefangen von einem orientalifden, deSpotifhen Ymperia- 
fismus.“ 

&3 ijt allerdDingS ein Stic bon erfchittterndDer Tragif, das fich da vor 
unfern Mugen abgujpielen beginnt. Gollen diefe hochgefitteten, evangelifhen 
@Gemeinjdhaften unter der Herrjdhaft fanatijcher, roher Bolfer fallen? Aber 
was fonnen fir tun, um Ddteje Entiwiclung zu hindern? Die Macht dazu, 
vielleicht auch die PFlicht, liegt bet den groken proteftantijchen Mationen, die 
alS Sieger au3 dem Krieg herborgegangen, liegt bet den Briten und ¢merifa- 
nern. Go lat un3 mwenigitens den hergbetweglichen Hilferuf aus Often fraftig 
weiter geben nach Weften. Er foll die angelfachfifden Bolter erreiden und 
eviveichen! (,, Brofjamen.“ ) 


Positive Theology in German Universities and Churches. 
In the November issue of Kirchliche Zeitschrift, 1918, I have given 
a statement about the positive theology of Germany. We quote from 
that: 
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“By representatives of positive theology we understand those that ac- 
cept and confess Christ as the eternal son of God. In classing them we 
men die Wellen der orientalijden Reltgionen die magharijdhen Proteftanz 
base our conclusions on writings either published by individual theolo- 
gians or whose having originated within this or that camp of the church 
can be documentarily established. Where the case is in doubt, we do 
not count the author under discussion among the representatives of 
positive theology_in order to avoid the appearance of exaggerating the 
number of the latter. 

“In March, 1913, the theological faculty at Berlin comprised 10 or- 
dinary professors, 2 ordinary ‘Honorar’ professors (professors who in- 
stead of regular salaries are paid in fees), 5 extraordinary professors 
and 8 fellows. Two of jthe ordinary professors confessed the eternal son- 
ship of Christ emphatically (Kleinert and Mahling), two of the ordinary 
Honorar-professors (Stack and Kawerau) and 1 of the fellows; Seeberg 
isiwavering. Bonn at that time had 8 ordinary, 2 extraordinary pro- 
fessors and 2 fellows. Of these 4 ordinary professors (Koenig, Goebel, 
Ecke, Pfennigsdorf), 1 extraordinary professor (Weber) and 2 fellows 
(Strathmann: and Behatec were champions of positive theology. The 
faculty of Breslaw consisted of 6 ordinary professors, 1 ordinary Hon- 
orar-professor, 3 extraordinary professors and 2 fellows. Of these, 5 
ordinary professors (Kropatscheck, Rothstein, Steinbeck, Hoenecke, 
Arnold), 1 ordinary Honorar-professor (C. v. Hase), 1 extraordinary 
professor (J. von Walter) and 1 fellow (J. Hermann) counted them- 
selves to the ranks of positive theology. Hrlangen had 8 ordinary pro- 
fessors, 1 extraordinary professor and 2 fellows. They ali confessed 
the eternal sonship of Christ (Zahn, Kolde, Caspari, Lotz, Bachmann, 
Wohlenberg, R. Gruetzmacher, Mueller, Jordan, W. Caspari, Behm). 
Giessen had 5 ordinary professors, 1 extraordinary professor, 1 fellow 
and 1 ‘Repetent’. They all represent modern theology (Volirath?). In 
Goettingen there were 7 ordinary professors, 3 extraordinary professors 
and 2 fellows. Of these 6 ordinary professors (Knocke, Bonwetsch, 
Kuehl, J. Meier, Mirbt, Stange) were adherents of positive theology. 
The faculty at Greifswald comprised 7 ordinary and 2 extraordinary 
professors and 1 fellow. Of these 6 ordinary (Schultze, Hausleiter, 
Kunze, Wiegand, Procksch, Dunkmann (v. d. Goltz?) and 2 extraordin- 
ary professors (Koegel, Alt) are positive theologians (Fellow Seeberg?). 
Halle had 9 ordinary and 3 extraordinary professors and 3 fellows. Of 
these 4 ordinary professors (Hering, Feine, Lluetgert, Hausleiter) 
(Cornill? Eger?) and 2 fellows (Lang, Hoelscher) belong to the ranks 
of positive theology. Of the 10 professors in Heidelberg (6 ordinary, 2 
extraordinary, 2 fellows), 1 ordinary professor (Lemme) and 1 extra- 
ordinary professor (G. Gruetzmacher) belonged to the circles of positive 
theology. All 7 professors in Jena were liberals. Kiel had 6 ordinary 
professors and 1 extraordinary professor and 3 fellows. Of these, 4 or- 
dinary professors (Klostermann, Muehlau, Schaeder, Leipold) and 1 
fellow (Weinrich) were positive theologians. .Of the 12 professors in 
Koenigsberg, 4 ordinary professors Jacobi, Benrath, Uckeley, Juncker 
(Schulze?) and 1 extraordinary professor (Lezius) were positivists. The 
faculty at Leipzig consisted of 10 ordinary professors, 2 ordinary Hon- 
orar-professors, 4 extraordinary professors and 8 fellows. Of these 7 
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ordinary professors (Hofmann, Haupt, Kittel, Ihmels, Renstorff, Alt- 
haus, Frenzel) were of the positive school. (Brieger?, Soederblam?) ; 
also 2 Honorar-professors (Gregory, Paul), 2 extraordinary professors 
(Schnedermann, Dalmann) and 1 fellow (Jeremias). The 11 members 
of the faculty at Strasburg were all liberals. Marburg among its 7 
ordinary professors had, in Bornhaeuser and Boehmer, two undaunted 
representatives of positive theology. The faculty of Rostock was en- 
tirely positive (Schulze, Hashagen, Walther, A. Seeberg. Sellin, Man- 
del, Glawe). Of the 10 members of the faculty at Tuebingen 3 ordinary 
professors belonged to the positive school (Schlatter, Wurster, Traul; 
Volz (extraordinady?). Similarly the directors of the theological sem- 
inaries (where many theological students upon graduation from the 
university take up post-graduate work) in Berlin, Wittenberg, Klcester 
Loccum, Altenburg, Muenchen, Leipsig, Herborn, Soest, Hichsburg, 
Preetz, Wolfenbuettel, Naumburg, Schwerin belonged to the positive 
school. The direction of the affairs of the church in Bavaria was in the 
hands of the pesitive school. In Prussia the same is the case in many, 


_ probably a majority of the districts. Even the supreme head of the 


church in Baden in a solemn hour, about a year before his death, made 
eonfession of his belief in the divinity of Christ in the parliament, tho 
it is probable that he was the only member of the staff ‘to do so. Praelat 
Schmitthenner his successor is also a representative of the old faith. 


“The 15 members of the ‘Deutsche Evangelische Kirchenausschuss’ 
were, with the exception of 2 or 3 members, men who confessed the 
eternal sonship of Christ. The same may be said, with only a few ex- 
ceptions, cf the 46 members of the ‘Deutsche Evangelische Kirchenkonfer- 
enz’ (Hisenach). Bezzel was for years its president. 

“The most prominent periodical of positive theology (Allgemeine 
Evangelisch-Lutherische Kirchenzeitung and Neue Kirchliche Zeit- 
Schrift) enjoyed such a great patronage that they even continued to 
flourish, when in the course of the war, one after another of the liberal 
papers became financially embarrassed, and some of them, at least, had to 
be ‘discontinued. In the ranks of historical theology the leaders were 
sueh men as Hauck, Kolde, Seeberg, who were fully the peers of Har- 
nack. In the ranks of New Testament exegesis and patristic researches, 
Zahn towers considerably above all the rest. In the ranks of the Old 
Testament exegesis the lone hunter Klostermann has at least revealed 
as much erudition and brilliancy of talent as; Wellhausen. Ihmels, 
Stange, Althaus, Heim, Bachmann, Gruetzmacher, are prominent repre- 
sentatives of systematic theology. In the field of Old-Babylonian re- 
search Hommel has been quite able to hold his own. Of the practical 
theologians Renstorff is a man of at least as much erudition as Baum- 
garten, Smend and Schian. 

“In Bavaria and Mecklenburg, at least, two-thirds of the clergy are 
decided positivists. The General Evangelical Lutheran Conferenz was 
in nearly every part of Germany in a state of healthy growth; The Lu- 
theran Gotteskasten has held its own. The Society for the Presbyter- 
ian of the Evangelical Common Schools in Prussia increased its mem- 
bership; by far the greater part of the surprisingly comprehensive work 
of the Inner Mission is still in the hands of the positive camp. The in- 
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terest in the Foreign Mission has also increased. In 1911-1912 statistics 
showed that 640,630 converts had been won for the Christian Church 
thru the efforts of German Missions, and that an amount of 8,659,971 
marks had jbeen raised by the German Church for this cause. If we ex- 
clude the ‘Allgemeine ev. protestantische Missionsverein’ (with its staff 
of only 5 ordained workers) all the rest of the work of outer missions 
is conducted by the friends of positivism (with a staff of 962 ordained 
laborers in the field).” 

Because these facts of late, in the interest of the “Reconstruction 
Drive’, have been placed in a misleading light I once more want to call 
attention to the fact that it is precisely at the universities of the estab- 
lished churches that call themselves Lutheran, that we still find entire 
theological faculties who stand upon the ground of positive, tho not per- 
haps in every detail strictly so-called orthodox Lutheranism. Thus 
Erlangen in Bavaria and Rostock in Mecklenburg. Or, as is the case in 
other localities, we find that at least the “regular” professors, and they 
are the ones that give a faculty its peculiar stamp, are either all or, at 
any rate, in an overwhelming majority enrolled on the side of positive 
theology; as, for instance, at Leipzig, in Saxony, Goettingen in Han- 

eover and Braunschweig, Kiel in Schleswig-Holstein. I further wish to 
«call attention to the fact, that only in a few of the established Evangel- 
‘ical Churches of Germany has it been made compulsory for the student 
to attend his home-university and that, wherever this rule is in force, 
it is always in some ‘United Church” (outside of Prussia); as a rule 
every student who wants to do so can attend a conservative university. 
That of the above mentioned 28 millions there are perhaps 10 millions 
or more that have severed all spiritual connection with the church in 
which they were baptized, may be true enough; and that, as far as the 
church is concerned, now, when it is about to be separated from the state, 
it will be more of a gain than a loss to also have them sever their for- 
mal connection with it, needs no elaborate proof. And equally evident 
it is that a separation of the liberal elements from those who prefer to 
remain faithful to the old gospel can only serve to further the unfolding 
of a truly Evangelical-Lutheran life. Up to the present the number of 
communicants has ranged from 8.13 per cent of the membership (as in 
Hamburg) to 63.50 per cent (as in Bavaria). Were we to omit the great 
industrial cities with their numerous socialist elements and confine our- 
selves to the rural communities and the smaller towns we should un- 
doubtedly in Bavaria find a ‘general average of 100 per cent, and in many 
of the rural congregation, if taken separately, two hundred per cent. 
Thus, for instance, in 1907 the percentage in Oberhessen alone reached 
as high as 118.2 per cent, while if an average was struck for. all of Hes- 
sen, including Rheinhessen and Starkenburg, the percentage was re- 
duced to 49.50 per cent. Strange to say, in Mecklenburg-Schwerin and 
Strelitz, in both of which communities the liberal theology has next to no 
representatives in the pulpit, the percentage amounted to only 30.9 per 
cent and 19.42 per cent respectively. If, as a result of the approaching 
separation of church and state, when new and increased demands will 
of necessity be made on the willingness of the members to sacrifice of 
their worldly possessions, it should turn out that even the power of habit 
is too weak a tie to keep them within the fold of the church, then, in- 
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deed, the number of Lutherans will be still further reduced. Still, as 
the church will then be independent of the state, it cannot fail to gain 
in strength spiritually and thus gradually also be enabled to better ‘un- 
fold its renewed vigor outwardly. 

As regards the financial support of the Church and its servants in 
Germany, we distinguish between 3 classes of pastorates: 1. those in 
which the revenues (prebends), derived from landed and other property 
belonging to the living, are quite sufficient both for salaries and neces- 
sary improvements, whether the management of the property is in the 
pastor’s own hands or in the hands of the municipality; 2. those whose 
revenues do not suffice for the above purposes and where, consequently, 
either the state or the municipality must supply the insufficiency; 3. 
those (mostly of more recent establishment) deriving no revenue what- 
ever from land or other property, and where the state or municipality 
must provide all the necessary funds. In Mecklenburg everything is 
still based on the prebend system. In Prussia the appropriations for 
church purposes in 1910 were apportioned as follows: For the ‘Ober- 
kirchenrat” as well as for the consistories and general superintendents 
(that is, for the administration of the church) 2,031,845 marks; for the 
churches and for pastors’ salaries 23,358,633 marks. Of that amount 
2,097,208 marks were for subsidiary salaries for the pastors; congrega- 
tions unable to raise any funds for church purposes received 6,258,903 
marks; 1,200,000 marks went into the fund for the establishment of 
new pastorates; 8,050,000 ‘marks were for old-age increases of clergy- 
men’s salaries; the pastors’ pension-fund received 1,600,000 and a similar 
fund for clergymen’s widows and orphans 2,426,239 marks. In addition 
there were special collections for local purposes. 


Disarmament. 
The following questionaire will be of interest to our readers: 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE RELIGIOUS PAPERS: 

Of course you have noticed the attitude of the delegations at the 
Peace Conference toward the question of disarmament and an interna- 
tional Police force. You have also noted that our delegation is reported 
to be waiting for criticism from this country concerning its tentative 
proposals. 

In addition to the other considerations which give the Churches a 
vital interest in seeing that the first step is taken which will lead to dis- 
armament on Jand and sea, as Social Service Secretaries we are espe- 
cially concerned with this matter because armies and navies consume 
the public funds which are needed for the social measure essential to 
the progress jof Christianity. 

Knowing full well that you appreciate this matter in all its bear- 
ings, we are raising the question whether the time has not now come 
for the religious bodies of this country to let their voices be heard at 
Paris in a demand that the Christian ideal of the goals of practical 
statesmanship, and that the first step toward that goal be now taken, 
not only upon the land but also upon the sea. 

WorrH M. Tippy, Secretary, Commission on The Church and Social 
Service—Federal Council of Churches. 
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Henry A. ATKINSON, Executive Secretary, Social Service Commis-. 
sion—Conegregational. 

SAMUEL Z Barren, Secretary, Department of Social Service and 
Brotherhood—Northern Baptist. 

PAUL Moore |STRAYER, SECRETARY, Social Service Commission—Pres- 
byterian. 

A. W. Taytor, Secretary, Commission on Social Service—Disciples 
of Christ. 

Harry F. Warp, Secretary, Methodist Federation for Social Ser- 
vice. 

The complete disarmament of all nations on land and sea, as pro- 
posed by the Berne Conference, would seem to be the surest way of se- 
curing permanent peace, if permanent peace is within the range of pes- 
sibilities. Complete disarmament on land and sea would render every 
nation incapable of waging war, particularly for purposes of commercial,. 
territorial and political aggression. Conscription would be abolished 
and the nations would agree to maintain a voluntary or professional 
army sufficient only to maintain domestic peace and tranquility. A cer- 
tain international police power, made up of proportionate contingenis 
from all the nations, would serve to maintain universal disarmament,. 
the control of munitions manufacture, and the coercion of any obstre- 
perous or aggressive nation. 

Hconomic pressure upon a racalcitrant nation, an international em- 
bargo isolating the nation from the rest of the world, would in all likeli- 
hood prove to be a most effective and expedite method of bringing it to its. 
senses and cooling its war proclivities. By this method international 
peace would be maintained without bloodshed. 


The freedom of all nations, however, is the first and primary con- 
dition of world peace. There can be no prospect of world peace so long 
as nations are held in bondage and under military rule. It is the height 
of folly to imagine that any self-respecting nation, however small, will 
remain content under the tyrannical government of an alien nation. 
To the honor of human nature, the struggle for liberty never ceases un- 
til freedom has been attained. The construction of a league of nations 
providing for the enslavement of other nations is foredoomed to failure. 
The conscience of humanity as well as the experience of the ages will 
repudiate a league based upon international injustice. 

The construction of a league of nations which preserves to dominant 
nations their control and power over subject nations, is sowing the 
dragon’s teeth of hate and war. If nations are given the right to es- 
tablish their own independent states or to vote for incorporation into 
another state, they are acting in freedom, as is their inalienable right. 
Thus and thus only may the Peace Conference avoid perpetrating the 
Same wrong for which they blame the Prussians. One wrong is not 
remedied by the commission of another wrong. Korea, Ireland, South 
Africa and a score of other small states are clamoring for freedom and 
the right of self-determination, without which right national hatreds 
and wars will eventuate as surely as evil seed bears evil fruit. 

The principle of liberty seems so elemental in its ethical quality 
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that every right thinking man intuitively accords it. There is no his- 
torical or other justification for depriving any nation of its liberty. The 
fact of such deprivation is an indictment of human government. If 
our age, with its bloody world war, is really to introduce the new era 
of national self-determination and international peace, it must begin 
by liberating every nation on earth. There can be no other way toward 
the attainment of peace and good will among the nations.—A. L. Survey. 


The Federal Council of Churches Charged with Cowardice. 
By Rev. J. H. HOLMES 


The war is over—the frenzy of war-madness is subsiding—the reign 
of terrorization is coming to an end. It is tolerably safe now to say 
and do what cost reputation, liberty, and perhaps life itself, a few months 
ago. Is it wholly an unfair suggestion that the Federal Council, know- 
ing all along the real issues involved in the problem of conscientious 
objection to war, and understanding that its clear duty as a religious 
body was to vindicate the liberty of conscience, deliberately and wan- 
tonly avoided support of basic principles, winked at the suffering of 
hundreds of honest and heroic men, that it might save itself from the 
discomfort and danger of an unpopular cause? It’s not easy to speak the 
truth and serve the right at all times! It’s perilous business trying to 
save a victim from a mob; and it’s dreadfully foolish, is it not, to stand 
by the victim in his agony and die with him? How much better and 
wiser to practice patience, even tho martyrs suffer the while; and then, 
when the excitement is over, save whatever may be left! After all, 
one gets just as much credit for fidelity from building tombs to dead 
prophets as from perishing with live ones—and it’s so much less bother- 
some and painful! Seriously, as one who knows something about the 
inside history of the relation of the Federal Council to the problem of 
conscientious objectors, I charge the men at the head of this body with 
cowardice and hypocrisy. They are iguilty of the final indecency—that 
of doing late and in security, as tho of their own accord, what they re- 
fused to do at some cost, when the honor and lives of men were hanging 
in the balance. And these are they who take the name of him who “set 
his face steadfastly toward Jerusalem,” and carried his cross to Calvary! 

It would hardly be worth while to speak of this matter, perhaps, 
were it not for the fact that this action of the Federal Council is symp- 
tomatic of what may now be expected from ‘the churches of this country. 
Thruout the period of the War, these churches, with shocking unanimity, 
prostituted themselves to the work of hate. That they should oppose the 
War was not to be expected. That they should devote themselves, so 
long as the tragedy lof the War was with us, to preserving some measure 
of understanding and goodwill in the world, to preaching unfalteringly 
that ideal of ‘brotherhood which mankind must soon or late return if it 
would live, to seeking those ways and means of constructive spiritual 
reconciliation thru which alone a society shattered by the shock of war, 
can be permanently rebuilt—this was certainly to be expected! Asa 
matter of fact, however, the churches rivalled the security leagues and 
national defense councils in the fell business of fostering hate, sowing 
bitterness, and persecuting nonconformity. There was not an atrocity 
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against the soul of man, not a blasphemy against the holy spirit of God, 
of which they were not guilty . And now, in a very few weeks, we shall 
behold these same churches, with their smug priests and laymen, com- 
ing forth in the security of a peaceful world, to talk again of tolerance, 
the free conscience, justice and love! “Of what value or utility are the 
principles of peace and forgiveness,’ asked William Lloyd Garrison, 
“if we may repudiate them in the hour of peril and suffering?” The 
answer is easy—these principles are infinitely useful that we may pro- 
claim them in the hour of safety and ease, and thus acumulate repute 
for virtue! 


In his installation sermon on “The True Idea of a Christian Church,” 
preached in Boston on January 4, 1846, Theodore Parker referred to the 
“do-nothing” attitude of the church toward potent evil and unpopular 
injustice. “Is the church to|say nothing, do nothing?” he asked. “Men 
‘Say so,” he replied; “that way alone is ‘safe’!” “But if I thought so,” 
he continued, “I would never enter the church but once again, and then 
to bow my shoulders to their manliest work, to heave down its strong 
pillars, arch and dome, roof and wall, steeple and tower, tho like Sam- 
son I buried myself under the ruins of that temple which profaned the 
worship of God most high. I would do this in the name of man; in 
the name of Christ; I would do it; yea, in the dear and blessed name of 
God.” This terrific denunciation comes inevitably ‘to my mind as I sur- 
vey the inaction of the churches at the time when action was at once 
most needed and most dangerous, and their now eager effort to function. 
As usual, they are playing safe both ways! —New Republic. 


Die Kinder ECuropas am Ende des Krieges. 
Cin Brief von Bifhot Bohn LV. Mitelfen an unfere Sonntagfdhul-Behirde 

8 ift flar, Dap die chriftlide Gonntag{dule eine gripere WXufgabe vor 
ficeh Hat, alS man noch bor furgem annabm. Gie hat einen groBen und bez 
fttmmten Beitrag gum Wiederaufbau Curopas gu liefern. Was fann die 
Sonntagfdhulbehorde der Bifchoflicden Methodijtentircdhe dabei tun? 

I. Gine nene Literatur faffen. Yn allen Landern, wo die Bifesflide 
Methoodiftentirde vertreten ijt, follte bas Sonntag{dhultwerf gefraftiqt werden 
durd) Vefhaffung einer ausgiebigen, angiehenden Literatur von hohem fitt- 
Viden Charafter und bon gefunder intelleftueller Safer. Der heillofe Cin- 
flug der Kriegsbilder und RKriegsgefdhicdhten muk itberwwunden werden durch 
eine Literatur, twelche fich an die beften und edeljten Triebe mendet, welche 
die Empfindungen in die Wege edeln Denkens Leidet und welche zum Helfen 
und Dienen drangt. Diefe Literatur darf nicht im engen Ginn de3 Wortes 
national fein. Gie muf die beften Biige und Ydeale nationalen eben erz 
faffen, gugleich aber den Nationalismus der Vifung der groRen Weltprobleme 
dDienftbar maden. Gie mufk mit Bedadt Sak, Rade und Bitterkeit bez 

_fampfen und den jugendliden Geift empfanglicy maden fiir die griperen, 
aa Wahrheiten der Gerechtigkeit, des Mitgefiihls, der Vergebung, der 
iebe, 

Neulich erfchien ein Buch von graufamen Gefdhichten. C8 ift gqewidmet 
dem herantwadfenden Gefdledjt, damit e8 nicht vergeffe.” Wir miiffen eine ' 
neue Literatur fiir die Mnaben und Madden fdaffen, damit fie vergeffen. Sn 
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_ manden neutralen Landern fand man e8 fiir notig, Krieg3gefdhichten gu fam- 


mein und unter den Schulfindern gu verbreiten, die bon Feinden ertwiefenen 
Xaten der Liebe, der BVergebung und der Hilfe ergabhlen. Das gefdhah im 
Sutereffe des Gelbjtidhubes, um die Kinder 3u mappnen gegen die Propaz 
ganda des Hajjes, den beide Gruppen der friegfiihrenden Nationen betrieben 
haben und bvielfach nod) betreiben. Die Sonntag{dulbehirde fann ebenfalls 
bebilflich fein in der Auswahl, Rublifation und Verbreitung von Literatur in 
Landern, two wir als RKirdhe noch nicht bertreten Tp, wie 3. B. in allen in 
Ojt-Curopa gelegenen. 

Il. Lehrer ergziehen. Die Schiwache unjerer europaijchen Gonntagfduz 
len lieqt im Mangel an fompetenten Lehrern. Unter unfern Mtitgliedern 
haben wir verhalinismapig menige junge Leute, die eine hihere Wusbildung 
genofien haben. Wir haben nur eine fehr bejchrantfte lngahl vorgebildeter 
Lehrer. Unfere Mitglieder find gottgetveiht und arbeitsbeqierig. Die Hinz 
gebung bdieler unjerer Gonntagfdullehrer an ihre Knaben und Madchen ijt 
riihrend; und der Ginflug, den fie augsiiben, ift heilfam. Wllein wir brau- 
chen beffer borgebildete Lehrer. Wir brauchen mehr twirklide Fihrer. Die 
Sonntag{dhulbehsrde fonnte in jeder Konfereng einen aufgelwecten und tat- 
fraftigen, intelleftuell qut auSqeriifteten und berufsmabigq durchgebildeten, 
bon edjter Frommigfeit Durchdrungenen jungen Mann, anftellen, deffen eine 
WMufgabe eS fein jollte, durch Unterrichtsfurfe, Befuche, Norrefpondeng und 
Literatur ein Lehrer der Lehrer gu fein. C8 miigten ihm geniigend Mittel 
zur Verfiigung jtehen, ein Werf gu tun, twelches wirklich der Mithe twert ijt. 
Steht ein joldher Vann nicht augenbliclich in Sicht, {telle man den beften an, 
Der gu haben ijt, und bilde Dann einen andern berufsmapig zum Facmann 
pov. Yn Xmerifa twar e3 moglich, das Werf der Lehrerergiehung von einem 
Ort aus gu leiten. Yn Curopa aber braudjen wir einen Pann und eine 
Hilfs-Bentraljtelle in jedem Land. 

Ill. Githrer erziehen. Sch bin iibergeuqt, dag fich die Methodiften- 
firche weit mehr, als e3 gefchicht, bemiihen follte, aus den berjdhiedenen Volz 
fern beraus Fihrer fiir fie gu bilden und ibnen gu geben, die hernach eine 
leitende Stelling im VolfSleben einnehmen fonnten. Die Orgqanifation der 
Gefelljchaft, der Butritt gu den Profefjionen, die Crgiehungs{yjteme Europas 
unterfdeiden fich bon unfern amerifanijden Verhaltnifjen jehr. Cs ijt dort 
weniger Spielraum fiir Yndividualitat, eine gropere Laft althergebrachter 
Gebraude. Die Klajjenunterfchiede find jdarf marfiert. C3 ijt in Curopa 
viel {chmieriger als in Umerifa fir Den Gohn eines armen Ptannes, fet er 
aud) noch fo aufgetwect und verfprechend, jich gu einer Hoheren gefellfchaft- 
Yicen Stellung empor gu arbeiten. €8 ijt ibm unmoglich ohne Hilfe von 
Stiftungsfonds, von einer Organijation oder Privatperfon. Die Staats- 
fire und andere Organijationen jind hinreichendD mit Fonds verjehen, mitz 
telfoje Singlinge und Sungfrauen gu unterjtiiben und eS ifnen gu ermodg- 
Yicen, Studien an hoheren Schulen und Univerfitaten gu betreiben, um {paz 
ter Stellen der Rihrerfhaft cinnehmen zu fonnen. Die Mtethodijten m 
Europa haben leider nichts derart. Ynfolgedefjen haben tvir fehr twenige 
Leute geliefert fiir die Hoheren Stellen der Fithrerfdaft; im Gegenterl, wir 
haben eine Anzahl jehr begabter junger Leute verloren, tweldhe das Zeug und 
das Verlangen hatten, tich eine Geminar- oder Uniberfitatsbiloung angueige 
nen, denen aber nur andere Organifationen die Gelegenheit dagu zu bieten 
bermodten, 
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Die Katholifen greifen arme Knaben auf, welche das Beug haben 3u 
fpaterer intelleftueller Fiihrerfdaft. Ste ergiehen fie und ermobglichen ihnen 
den Gintritt in die Rrofeffionen. Da foldhe junge Manner iwiffen, dak jte 
ihre Ausbildung und Stellen ihrer Mirdje verdanfen, bleiben jie lebenslang 
treue Unterftitier derfelben. Die Lutheraner, die Suden und andere Orz 
ganifationen befolgen denfelben Plan. Aber wir Methodijten jtehen da bez 
flagensivert im Sintergrund. Wir fonnen nie eriwarten, viel Cinfluz auf 
das intelleftuelle Leben Europas zu getwinnen und unfere volle PFltcht un- 
ferer Nugend und den Landern, in denen tir iwirfen, gegeniiber gu erfillen, 
{wenn wir nicht einen Weg finden, die intelleftull begabtejten unter unjern 
jungen Leuten gu unterjtiiben und eS ihnen mdalid) gu machen, fic) tijjen- 
{chaftlich fiir Hdhere Stellungen vorgubilden, auf welche ihre Begabung und 
ibe Wunjeh jie weifen. Bm meftlichen Europa bediirfen wir deshalb einen 
Ergiehungsfond$; und im oftlichen, two das Schultwefen weit meniger hoc 
entivicelt ift, haben mir die Gelegenheit zu einem iwefentliden Dienft durch 
@Griindung einer erjtflajfigen hoheren Lehranjtalt. 

IV. Hilfe fiir letblide Beditrfniffe. Das augenbliclide und dringendfte 
Vediirfnis ijt das nach reichlidher Verjorgung der unterernahrten Miillionen 
pon Rindern in Europa mit nahrbhaften Speifen. Diefe Hilfe mu jofort 
fommen. SRonmmt fie nidjt, fo hat e3 wwenig Bivect, bon Gonntag}chulen und 
Hoheren Vildungsanjtalten gu fprechen. Bch firhle mich gedrungen, die Iot- 
twendigfeit augenbliclicer Hilfe mit qroktem Nachdruc gu betonen. Go bez 
denflich der Verlujt von Millionen Mannern durch den Krieg erfcheint, fo ijt 
doch die Gefahr, welche die Welt durch eine ganze Generation von phyitich 
gefchiwachten, blutarmen, nerbdfen Rnaben 1nd Madchen bedroht, viel ernfter. 
Und diefe Gefabr ift fehr twirflich. UWnfere europatjchen Gonntagfchulen hatz 
ten den Gebrauch, durch Verabreichung von Kleidung und Nahrungsmitteln 
armen und bediirftigen Kindern dann und twwann gu Helfen. Nnnerhalb der 
ndchjten Monate jollte dtefes in gang qrokem Wlakjtab qefchehen. Geld fon- 
nen die Gonntagfdulen Ainerifas den Gonntag}chulen Curopas nicht fenden, 
aber dafiir folche Dinge, mweldhe gegentwartiq nicht fiir Geld in Europa 3u 
befommen find, wie Mehl, Spec, fondenjierte Mild, Breer. Das Fingt 
twohl fehr profaifch, das find aber fiir Das Jahr 1919 die LebenSimittel, die 
vor alfen andern notig find. Cine Agentur, um diefe Nahrungsvorrate an 
Die verfchiedenen Gonntagfehulen gu verteilen, fann leicht gefhaffen werden. 

WMuf Sahre Hinaus miijjen umfajjende Vorfehrungen getroffen twerden, 
um die Ninder Curopas phyjifch gu ftarfen. Wir follten Fertenfolonten haz 
ben; jfollten Dubende von Nindern der Gropitadte auf etliche Woden auf das 
Land fenden, follten abgearbeitete Mtitter mit ihren Gauglingen an8 Geez 
ufer oder ins Gebirge jehicen und wahrend ihrer Wbiwefenhertt fiir die Vater 
und alteren Minder, die Daheim bleiben, Gorge tragen. Yn fleinem Maz 
ftabe Daben tir das wahrend der lebten paar Nahre getan. Und nun haben 
wir die Gelegenhett, es in groRerem Mafftab gu tun. Dagu brauchen wir 
jedoch Geld. Die Sonntagfdhulbehirde fan einen hervorragenden Dienft 
leiften, enn fie eine modglicdjt grofe Geldfumme verivilligt, um e3 der Mirdhe 
mobglich gu machen, den armen Opfern des Nrieges bebhilflich gu fein, einiger- 
maen wieder guriicgugetinnen, twas fie durch die Torheit und Gottlofiqtcit 
ihrer Vorgefebten verloren haben. 

Wahrend der lebten Echreckensjahre habe ich Szenen erlebt, die ich gern 
bergejjen modjte. Sch befenne aber, dah fein Bild mich mehr verfolgt als die 
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grogen Ykigen, die bletchen, hHohlen Wangen, Die Spuren der Sehlaffheit jener 
vielen Nnaben und Madchen, auf denen mein Blicl in den verfchiedenen Lanz 
bern jo oft mit Webhmut rihte. Wir haben mehr als einhunderttaufend 
Gaiiler in unjern methodijtijhen Sonntag{cdhulen in Curopa. Gie fcauen 
binitber nach YAmertfa um Hilfe, aber nicht nur fiir fich felber, fondern um 
Hilfe, die e3 ihnen moglic) macht, auch andern gu helfen. Machit dem IMoten 
Kreuz fenne tch femme Organijation, twelche die Minder im den verf{chiedenen 
Randern fo rajch und iwirfjam erreichen fann als die Sonntag{hulbehorode 
Durch) die methodtitijdhen SGonntag}chulen mit ihrem Heer von Predigern, 
Guperintendenten, Lehrern, Seamten und Schiilern. 
Birich, Schweiz, Dezember 1918. (,Upol.”) 
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Missionary Education in Home and School by Ralph E. Dif- 
jendorfer. The Abingdon Press. 1917. 407 pages. $1.50. 

This is one of the “Manuals of Religious Education for Parents 
and Teachers,” edited by C. F. Kent and H. H. Meyer. It is now generally 
conceded that the Sunday school should awaken and cultivate the mis- 
sionary interest of its pupils. This can be done whenever the lesson sub- 
ject presents an occasion or on regular mission Sundays. The aim of 
the present author is, however, much higher. According to him every 
Christian, young and old, should be a missionary influence. To make 
this ideal a reality the School as well as the Home will have to adopt 
and carry out a new pedagogical policy. As things are today, missionary 
responsibility is felt only by a few and missionary activity exerted only 
on special occasions. The Church should learn from Mohammedans, 
Mormons and Christian Scientists to make of all her children effective 
propagandists of her faith in the right way. 

The book shows in a very thoro way how this is to be done. In the 
first part, dealing with ‘Principles” the psychological |training that 
modern pedagogy would require, is pointed out. The solution of the 
task is only possible when the right spiritual atmosphere is created in 
which the missionary spirit develops naturally. To this end the feel- 
ings of friendliness, sympathy, helpfulness, cooperation, stewardship, 
loyalty to the Kingdom, etc., have to receive systematic and all-around 
cultivation. Especial emphasis is laid on the necessity of giving the re- 
spective feelings that are being inculeated at once a chance to be ap- 
plied and carried out. The author stresses this phase strongly and gives 
valuable instruction as to how it can jbe done. 

Then jin the 2nd part he presents his views how this educational 
work ought to be done in the various departments. He begins with 
children under 9 years of age and carries it on to the adult classes. The 
missionary instruction is to be linked up at all times with the actual en- 
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vironment and everyday life of the child or pupil. Right relations to 
the “stranger within the gate” are to be fostered. From the familiar 
and the near the mind is to be led to the strange and distant. The mis- 
sionary content of the Bible is to be fully drawn upon. The author does 
not give the missionary material for a course in any one department. He 
furnishes, however, full lists of books on missionary topics for each 
grade. There is a story of a little Chinese girl j(in the first department) 
who would not work with her hands on account of her long nails. She 
was very proud ‘of those because they betokened the social rank of her 
father. What she finally resolved to do with these nails when Christmas 
came is graphically told. The whole story iis very original and striking. 
The book is an exhaustive study of the subject. 


The Layman in the Itineraney by James A. Hensey. The Meth- 
odist Book Concern. 1919. 203 pages. $1.00. 

The book deals with a problem concerning the Methodist Church 
more particularly, but since the position of the layman and his relation 
to the church is of vital importance to every Protestant Church, it will 
be read with interest by the outsider also. Why the title is not rather 
“The Layman in the Methodist Church” than “the Layman in the Itin- 
erancy,”’ is not clear. Perhaps the author wanted to discuss the merits 
of the Itinerant system, where the choice of the pastor is in the hands 
of the Bishop and Presiding Elders, not the individual congregation. 
That system has long seemed to the present reviewer much better than 
the one prevailing in his own Church. The reason this book has just 
now come out is doubtless because the question of admitting the layman 
to the Annual Conferences is before the Methodist Church; but the lay- 
man is here studied from every angle, his duties and his rights, his re- 
lation to the pastor, the church, mission, and so forth. It is impossible 
to read this well-written and interesting book without getting an idea 
of the large possibilities of service the church may yet get out of the 
layman if she can \give him a vision and train him to realize it. 


The Great Teachers of Judaism and, Christianity by Charles 
Foster kent. Eaton & Maine, New York. 1911. 166 pages. 75 cents. 

This book is not just a recent publication, having come out in 1911. 
So we have to explain why we discuss such a co uparatively old book. 
The reason is that the “Kent” books have never been reviewed in this 
department altho they are so popular. So we asked the publishers for 
one that might serve as a sample of the rest. They sent us this, which 
is written as a Sunday school manual. C. F. Kent is a scholar who ac- 
cepts the results of the modern school of bible critics. He believes that 
the pupils in the Sunday schools, as soon as matured enough, should be 
initiated into this modern way of studying the bible. He does not, of 
course claim to be an independent and original contributor to the science 
of bible criticism, but is satisfied with being one who popularizes the 
position of modern biblical theology and historical criticism. He is 
well qualified to do this, as his language is fluent and smooth and his 
thought clear. In the present book, which appeals to bible school teach- 
ers particularly, he reviews the long line of religious teachers in the 
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Old and New Testaments. He begins with the prophets and takes pain 
to show that these great men were not simply passive mouthpieces of 
the Lord but that the demands of times of stress and storm brought 
them forth. They were sons of their age and at jthe same time leaders. 
Here he evidently follows the lines laid out by Geo. Adam Smith (see 
“The Twelve Prophets” in the ‘“Expositor’s Bible’). Then he takes up 
the work of the Priests. The priests have for nearly a hundred years 
been under the fire of criticism and not found much favor with their 
critics, They are said to have cared more for ritual and ceremony. than 
for teaching and conduct. Kent, however, has a good deal to say in 
their favor. A great many of them were zealous and effective teachers 
and hyperceremonialism was only a product of later times. A very in- 
teresting chapter is the one on the Wise-men or Sages of the later per- 
iod. These men are well characterized, their methods are explained 
and their important influence pointed out. The same may be said about 
the chapter on the Rabbis and Seribes. It takes us down to the very 
time of Jesus and makes the work and position of these men quite clear. 
The natural and effective ways of teaching employed by all these men 
in story, parable, object lesson, question and answer, paradox, allegory, 
proverbs, gnomic essay and philisophical drama (Job) are in- 
terestingly told. In every way he seeks to show that they understood 
and honored the office of teachers. — 

As we reach the time of Jesus the Son of man is also chiefly intro- 
duced as a teacher, only one of a force, authority and originality not 
reached by any other. His development and his methods are shown. 
His work was to give people better ideas of God and their relatives to 
him. He addressed himself to the individual, not the nation, so Kent 
claims. He does not do justice to Jesus as a redeemer and saviour. He 
does say, Jesus makes men and builds character, but the way to do it 
is by teaching and example, not by an objective redemption, subjectively 
appropriated. He closes with the apostolic teachers. On the whole an 
interesting, instructive book, with the wholesome aim of putitng honor 
on the office of teaching. In some respects it does not sound the depths, 
but along that one line it is consistent and successful. 


A Manual for Home Devotions by R. C. Cave. The Standard 
Publishing Co. Cincinnati. 1918. 141 pages. $1.00. 

This is not a book offering meditations for every day of the year 
as the devotional manual published by our Eden Pub. House recently. 
it consists of eight chapters of comment on jthe necessity of establishing 
an altar in each family. Its teachings are based on the conviction that 
the welfare of the nation is based on the well-being of the family, and 
that only the cultivation of Christian faith can give us the realization of 
a normal, sound and exemplary home. What it says of the blessedness 
of true homelife and the suggestions it makes on the right methods of 
educating children is well worth pondering. The homelife is menaced 
from many sides in these times of commercialism and love of pleasure, 
and it is a tremendous task to safeguard what we still have.of a Chris- 
tian home atmosphere. But to do more and try jo rekindle the fire of 
thousands of home altars more, is an ideal requiring great faith, and he 
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deserves unstinted praise who correctly endeavors to lend his assitance 
in the performance of this task. The author has done it nobly. The 
book is full of noble sentiment in chaste and worthy language. We 
quote only what he says on “Keeping the Heart”: “Ourselves impart 
to our surroundings the |gay or somber hues in which ‘they appear to us. 
The state of our own soul clothes life with the light of bridal joy, or 
shrouds it in the gloom of mourning. The heart that is beating out of 
tune hears no music in the divinest hymn, while the heart that is beat- 
ing in tune hears the melodies of ‘the everlasting chime rising in tones 
clear and sweet above all the sounds of human care and strife and toil 
and sorrow.” How well said and how true! He gives a number of 
prayers selected from the best sources, and in the last chapter Bible 
readings for every day of the year (by Dr. B. A. Abbott), one from the 
Old Testament and a corresponding one from the New. We think this 
is a very useful feature, for jto offer a complete list of such readings for 
the whole year composed with discrimination, is no easy thing. A fine 
book for the minister in particular. 


Patriotic Illustrations for Public Speakers by Will. H. 
Brown. The Standard Pub. Co. 1919. 303 pages. $1.50. 


This Publishing House is strong in books of Illustrations and An- 
ecdotes. We have discussed several in these pages (“Bible Truths Il- 
lustrated,” “Greatest Thoughts about the Bible’). The present book 
is, of course, a product of the war, which is now happily over. It isa 
‘collection of material in time with the new world-patriotism.” It con- 
tains stories on the heroism of American soldiers on sea and land. {t 
gives instances of the unselfishness and consecration of physicians and 
nurses. The illustrations are classified, and a special index of cross- 
references is appended. Those who in days of the home coming of the 
soldiers and on patriotic occasion or for general pulpit use will look for 
illustrations bearing on the war and everything connected with it, will 
in this book find the rich mine of patriotic ore they need. 


Income by Scott Nearing, Ph. D. The MacMillan Co. 238 pages. 

The subject of this book is somewhat out of our line and to a great 
extent treats of technical matter where we cannot always follow him 
intelligently. The reason we discuss it is this. Sometime ago we twere 
in Columbus, our capitol. We wended our way naturally towards the 
State Library, for we had our Review Department in mind and hoped 
to find something new there that our readers would be glad to hear of. 
We were.a little disappointed at the scarcity of new material and one 
of the employes whom we interrogated about it gave us a strange ex- 
planation. The man in charge, we heard, is very saving with the funds 
at his disposal and actually turned in again part of the appropriation 
made by the legislature for the library that year! Now we understood 
the character of the man and the backward state of the institution. He 
showed us however, this book of Nearing’s as lone of the “late” acquisi- 
tions, a book nearly 3 years out! At this point we are glad to say that 
in all likelihood we are going to locate at Cleveland shortly. We shall 
have access then to the large city library there, and will not be depen- 
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dent on the publications only that a a publishing houses have kindly 
supplied us with heretofore. 

Now Nearing is known to us fall as a Socialist, also as one who was 
before the courts recently on the charge of having violated the espionage 
act. He was fully acquitted and the sincerity of his purposes and his 
patriotism thereby vindicated. The chief contribution he makes in this 
book to the study of economic problems is in the distinction he makes be- 
tween service income and property income. This is so much the gist of 
his whole argument that he calis his book ‘fan examination of the re- 
turns rendered for services and from property owned in the U. S.” The 
old English division of landlord, capitalist and laborer does not apply 
here anymore, for we have few landlords in the jold sense, who rent 
land; and besides the capitalists and holders of land or real estate are 
really the same persons. We have with us a class that lives on the in- 
come of their property, this property consisting in various industrial 
holdings, and another class which lives on the return of their labor or . 
services rendered to some one, who gives them as an equivalent a cer- 
tain amount of money. Now this seems or seemed until a few decades: 
ago a very normal and natural condition of things. But now-a-days the 
right of a man who lives on his property which he may have inherited 
or gotten by in another way, without rendering any further services to 
society, is seriously challenged. He shows the power, security, perma- 
nency of property income and the precariousness, insecurity and inade- 
quacy of service income. He goes into this question very fully, present- 
ing statistical tables to show actual conditions and leaves us with the 
impression that the time jis coming and perhaps quickly when the many 
who have service income only will demand a re-adjustment and will try 
to make the principle prevail that a man’s financial returns should be 
in proportion to the services he renders. 


The Fight for the Argonne by W. B. West. The Abingdon 
Press. 1919. 124 pages. 75 cents. 

In this little war-book the author gives his personal experience as 
a “Y’” man while he was with that famous 37th |Division during its fight- 
ing days in the Argonne forest and on the Alsatian Border. He is or 
was a ‘parson’, but served also as a car driver in the service of the Y. M.. 
Cc. A. In a plain and unassuming manner he relates the scenes he saw 
and the impressions he received while he was in the closest touch with 
the boys who gave such a splendid account of themselves when put to. 
the severest tests. The cameraderie, bravery, endurance of the “dough- 
boys,” their resourcefulness, the intense moments of supense before go- 
ing over the top, the incomparable dash, the glorious performances of 
our army are vividly described; also some incidents given which bring 
lome the brutal character of hand-to-hand combat; finally the influence 
of war life on the moral and religious nature is illustrated from per- 
sonal observation: A number of interesting pictures enhances the value 
of the book. 

Youth and the Church. A Manual for Teachers and Leaders of: 
Intermediates, Seniors and Young People by Cynthia Pearl Maus. The 
Standard Publishing Company. 1919. 186 pages. $1.00 postpaid. 
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We always like to read and discuss a book on some feature of the 
Sunday school work. The eyes of the Church are opened to the im- 
portance of this great agency for the instruction of the young as never 
before. In the book before us we have the observations and ideas of a 
practical worker. Her suggestions have grown out of actual experience, 
her plans and methods have been tested in class and departmental work, 
She confines hérself strictly 'to her subject, which is work in the Secon- 
dary Division of the Sunday school. She approves heartily of the re- 
organization of this division, which has abrogated older and inadequate 
forms. The Secondary Division used to include the ages from 13 to 20, 
with an Intermediate Department (13—16) and a Senior (17—20). The 
Sunday School Council in Boston 1917 changed this and made the Secon- 
dary Division cover the whole period of adolescence (12—24 years. It 
recognizes 3 natural groups within this: the intermediate (12—14), 
the Senior (15—17), the Young People’s Department (18—24). She 
gives the reason for this grouping. The first stage is that of early ado- 
lescence, the second the emotional period of middle adolescence, the 
third is the intellectual period or later adolescence. She makes interest- 
ing remarks on the distinctive characteristics of each of these groups. 

Then she takes up each department separately and discusses the 
nature of the work to be done in each. We read her remarks on the 
Young People’s ‘Department and found them very valuable. She adopts 
the fourfold program for developing life as laid down by most educators, 
the physical, intellectual, social and spiritual. The moral would then be 
included in the spiritual element, no doubt. Her suggestions as to how 
to provide for this development in the various departments are prac- 
tical, carried out in detail and safe. She puts great stress on the cul- 
tivation of the social life, but never loses sight of the fact that the great 
goal of all work is to train Christians, active members of the Church 
with the Kingdom viewpoint, and that all instruction or impressions 
cought at once to be given expression in conduct and service. Class or- 
ganization is ably discussed and described. A number of plans for Sun- 
day school auditoriums of various sizes, prepared by an architect, forms 
a useful feature of the book. It is a fine textbook for the worker in any 
of the departments falling within the scope of the subject. 


The Church in Rural America by Garland A. Bricker, Professor 
of Agricultural Teaching, Syracuse University. The Standard Pub. Co. 
1919. 193 pages. $1.00 postpaid. 

That the work in the country church will have to adjust itself to the 
changed condition of the rural life, is admitted on all hands. Many 
books have been written on the subject. The present one deals with 
the question from the viewpoint of the layman. The author is a teacher 
of agriculture and he makes claims on the country minister that go 
beyond the conventional requirements, but he does assign to religion and 
spiritual qualification a central position. ‘ 

He convincingly describes the character of the new ‘ruralism’. The 
farm used to be a place where nearly everything the farmer and his fam- 
ily needed was made. : Now all these things are made in factories lo- 
cated in the cities, and the farmer’s task is the raising of farm products, 
and of that only. The leisure time thus obtained can be used for recrea- 
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tion, reading, social life. Besides the business of farming is different 
from what it used to be. Agricultural colleges and periodicals have 
taught the farmer the need and requirements of scientific farming, soil 
cultivation, rotation of crops, the use of proper machinery, the avoidance 
of waste ete. This process is still under way and the church and the 
country minister need to adjust themselves to these conditions and even 
take the place of leadership in this movement. 

That there is certainly a rural problem, as far as the country church 
is concerned, is proved from statistical sources. In the state of New 
York 500 rural churches are ready to close their doors. In Ohio about 
800 churches are in the same plight. At this rate there are, in propor- 
tion to the rural population, about 21,000 such country churches in the 
U. S. Now what can be done to solve this problem? The new country 
church must have such a building and facilities as to be able not only 
to meet the religious but also the social needs of its people. There must 
be fewer churches than before but these fewer churches must be larger. 
The church must become the social center of the rural community. Not 
every show or form of entertainment can be admitted to the church, but 
the cultivation of the social life must be one of the great objects of the 
Tural church. The country minister must be a man capable of being a 
leader of the rural community. He must know its needs, be a son of 
the soil, alive to the requiremments of the situation, able to see the 
many points where religion and agriculture have points of contact. The 
colleges and seminaries must arrange to be able to produce and equip 
men who are able to fill the responsible positions of the new country 
minister. . 

The book depicts the condition of thousands of the country churches 
of our land abiy and truthfully. Many of the ministers of the country 
churches in our Synod will not be ready to admit that the situation, as 
far as they are concerned, is quite So serious, nor will they grant all the 
demands the author lays down for the new country church. Neverthe- 
less, on the whole, the writer speaks from wide experience and as one 
conversant with the facts. He gauges the situation accurately and we 
have no doubt that in the near future seminaries and ministerial stu- 
dents will try to adopt themselves to the conditions on the lines of his 
suggestions. It ought not to be forgotten, however—and the author does 
not forget it—that after all the spiritual qualification and task of the 
country minister will be the primal one in the future as it was in the 
past. 


,Evangelijher Hausaltar.” Taglide Andadhten, herausgegeben 
bon der Deutichen Cvangelifcen Synode von Yt.22%. Cden Publ. Houje. 1919. 

Gin neues Andachtsbuch unferer Synode. Die meijten bon uns fernen 
daS alte ,Licht und Leben,” von + Prof. Pirfder redigiert. Dasfelbe mar 
gut, aber ein tvenig gu umfangreich. Das neue erfdeint als ein dtel ditn- 
nerer, handlider, fchin gebundener Band von 395 Geiten. Die Xndachten 
find nach Dem Rirdhenjahr und den ent{prechenden Gonntagen geordnet, nicht. 
nach dem Datuni de3 Kalender3. Das ift ein Vorgug, denn fo wird jeder 
Refer taglid) daran erinnert, in tweldjer Beit des Rirdhenjahrs er fic) be- 
findet. Sede Wndacht bejteht aus einem Bibeltert (mit Titel), Auslegung 
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und einem paffenden Liedervers. C8 ift nicht Leicht, dDte Wndachien jo gu 
jehreiben, dab fie nicht ben Charafter trocener Wuslegung an jich tragen, fonz 
dern die warme Sprache de3 frommen Gefiihls fprecen und fo wahrhaft et- 
baulich wirfen. Wir haben das Buch feit fetnem Herausfontmen gebraucht 
und ftehen nicht an 3u fagen, daB nad unjerm Cindrucd die achigehn, die 
daran gearbeitet haben, meift diejen Ton getvoffen haben. Wir hoffen, es 
wird an feinem Teil dagu beitragen, dak der Hausaltar in vielen evangeliz 
iden Familien wieder aufgerichtet und das Feuer de3 Herrn darauf brennen 
wird. Gine Bibellefetafel zum Gebrauch derer, welche taglich in der Schrift 
forfejen tvollen und dagut die rechte Unleitung fuchen, mare eine Dantenstwerte 
Pugabe gu dem Bude getwefen, denn was iwir darin bisher haben, geniigt den 
Wnforderungen der Beit und moderner Verhaltniffe nidt. Doch auch fo ijt 
das Buch eine voraiigliche Darbietung, und wir empfeblen e3 aujs bette. 


The Organization and Administration of the Sunday 


School, by Jesse L. Cunningam and Eric M. North. The Methodist 
Book Concern. 1919. -12 chapters. 155 pages. 60 cents. 


How ideas of the functions and importance of the Sunday school 
have broadened in the last 20 years every superintendent and pastor 
can realize by calling to mind what his attitude towards the Sunday 
school was then and what it is now. The greatness of the task and 
the necessity for efficient work so impresses itself on us that we are 
thankful for all the information and inspiration that we can get from 
any source. The book before us deals with the Sunday school as a 
whole and with its individual phases. It suggests no fixed forms of 
organization, but unfolds the principles on which the organization and 
administration of the school should be based. It emphasizes the chal- 
lenge to the Church lying in the fact that the task of religious edu- 
cation is so high, so vital, so indispensable, and yet the Sunday school 
is the only organization systematically trying to perform it. Sound 
and symmetrical Christian character is the aim the Sunday school 
seeks to reach for each individual member. All of its work ought to 
be so close and systematized that it will serve that great aim. 

The author holds this ideal constantly in view and, whether he 
treats of the organization of the school, of instruction, of classes and 
departments, the actual service on Sunday morning, the physical equip- 
ment of the school and so forth, all he says is related to the great — 
purpose to be accomplished. All conclusions are logically derived out 
of fundamental principles, and all technicalities are subjected to their 
place as suitable means only to the high ends to be sought. The chap- 
ter on “Training in Worship” has especially appealed to us. It is 
often said that the atmosphere of the Sunday school is instruction, 
that of the church service is worship. The author, on the contrary, 
insists that the atmosphere of the Sunday school shall also be one of 
worship, and his suggestions along that line are valuable. Reading 
this book will make one feel that our ideals for Sunday school work 
are indeed high and the goal hard to reach, but it will also inspire to 
high efforts and intelligently guide along the roads that will lead nearer 
to attainment. 


